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PUR?OSE OI' STU]DY

lo ne haa been glven all the Power
in heaven anal on aarth; trencc go forth
and Eake all peopls8 into !{f d1sclp1c6'
baDtizlna then ln thc naue of tha I'athcr'
Soir and Hol$ Chort, and t"achlag thco to
ke€p all that I havc counandad You.
And lo, 1 an wlth You all alaYs
unto thc enal ot th" world!

- I'latthcw 28, 1A-2O

" l'i orld hlstory bas nalJr exaDples of centre-
perlphery formatLona of one klDd o! thc other' but not

with that universallty and that c1altr on other leopfe's
souls." nacrohlstorlans nay assert, "what la western 1s

universa1" 0. Thi6 holds Sooil lf 'tfesternrbe taken to nean

' Chrlstian' and' ttcularlzed (Chrlstlan-ba.ged) &rropcanr'
If 1t be taktn to conprlse not nerely the Chrlstlan but tbe

nonothelstlc t]ladltlon, then the falth of the ltu81los layg

far less cfaln on the 8ou18 of non-llurllns, whl1€ Judelgm

layB no claln on the soulB of non-JaYa.

0n the other hand' thc Budalha 1n his faltcd vlnaya

speech ordered hlB adherente to "go forth and prcach the

good teaching to all" ca 47o Bc? BudithlsE lrao b"cn epread

abroad by- as hard, uncompronlsl4g nothods a6 Uhrlstlanlty
at tLncg!,)- though thts should not siaply bc takcn ar sone

sort of proof or reault of tha lnhcrent aggreesivcnes8 of
eLther falth. It 18 rather that e ccltrLst, unlversallst
neasage' aggrcsaive ll1 the sen6c of b'lng niesl'ouar?fl
catnc in handy and wae functlonal to cxpanslonist €ecular
powcr6 on the ü1!a. orntxall?ed klng'loms and enplres could

be and wcre bulIt wl'tihbiut elther Chrl8tlaalty' Islan or

Buddhism. botb b.forG and after thcir r18e, yet these falths
have firrther hsllrcd' str€ngthened and und erpLnu''l such

strlvlngE.

i .i_h
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The naln purpoae of thls Btudy is to track
how, why, where ard fron what a.ntcrlor conceptual ba318

"unlversall€t" teachLng8, of valylng types, arosc, and ln
what order. The area of cnqulry Is Eura6la; the tlne of
enqulry, the nlllenrlla and centurles up to the eonsolldation
of Chrlstlanity follot lrrg the death of Chri6t. The reatuG-
tionlst concluslons cane a9 a eurprlse: Not only can all
later unlversalist notLona be shown to deriye fron these
ealller ones, l belLevc - though tbe preeent study does not
concern ltselt wlth thj-s - but thc ealfy onea too, as lt
davn€d on ne whl1e researchlng then, appear to go back upon
a sonnon orlgln. A fabuloue one, to be sure.

Havlng wrlttcn the study, I dlscover that what
rea11y pronpted lt wa€ the loy of - di€coyery, or dlscover-
les gal-or€j In a world so chaotlc as ours it w111 always
be gratifying to flnd, or to betleve that one flnds, eome
unlfylng na€te! key to wldcly dll'"rae phenomena, the
second, subsidlary "nrrpose" then, detlned as an after-
thought, will be to provlde grounds, laterials, for
dlscovery of, and refl"otion on, how reeds oan rangc far
ald l'ldc, cnterl,lg lnto nGL' rrlatlonshlp8 o! synbiosls,
or bclrg nore or lees naskrd, or engcnqerlng new Bpecles
or Eubsp"cles, ln the local fanoacap"s whcre they strlke
root - yat retalnlDg thelr generLc, genetlc 'key for us
to frncf,l Is there such a cornnon, far-back, deep-down
d.noni4ator for the lrneneul plf1ar cult of thc h"athen
SaxoneTano tne baptlsnal vratqr of llfe of cnrist, for lne
Ml ogards orrn world aclpcnt of the liorrcnen and tnc narne of
Pnom Penh in KaBpuchea; for thc allcged Peak of Ä.dan ln
Sr1 Lanka ana the conccpt of a Polar star? / ile sha1l aee.
We bcgln o!1 the notr of a Mongollan Zoth century falry ta1€.

..lie ca.nc to thc hor8cs grazlrrg by the pl11ar of
thc aun..cane to the horses etazLr\e, by the p111a! of the
noon.. 'Ihe goo Khonrusta sa-ld to hln: '.,I'etch an apple
tnat grows upon the nlodle one ol the tnree \ril1or,rs
whl ch gror{ by tne Sean of tho hcavet and tne carth,.
..When hc then leacned the green ßrasa and the cold sDrlng
of watcr hls hors! wa! alrridy cünplctr,l.y. exhausted. By
tb,r green gra€a and the cold sprlng of water he let hls
horse graze fo! scl'en days and 6cven nlghts..t

I
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1. ETPOIOGYA@

Macro-bistory attenpts to it'al ln univergal

categorics. In Occ{drntal culture' at least' these are

Aene;l1y illchotonles - wher€ both conrtitucnt ' conplcncn-

tary elencnte arc positive rcalltlor and not nersly negat-

tonJ) of cach othcr: tn the ilichotony of c entre-psriphery '
br that of nonaal€ and scdcntary p!öC1c' thc one ls not

sinply tbe abaenc" of the other- vlbat unlYersal categorleg

could appcal nore to the nacro-hlEto"lan than precloely
u8iv€rsalLst Yersua pa].tlculatlst ideology? Yet hore too'
pa.rticutraxlsm ls not nerely th€ opposlte or negation of
univ€rsa116m, nor vlce vsrga. They can conbinc' i.n a
€ynblotie relationehlp, and. what ls lore' generally do so.

Thus for insta.nce ' centrc alrd perlphexy do not
m€re1y conpete, they are not slnply antagonlstlc; they
also. coastltute each other, deflne 

"ach 
other'8 wl€hes 1

anbitions and lnterests, every (societal' orgarizational'
econoalc, geographic etc) "centxe" havlng its lnternal as
well ae external periphery, and 6rery periphexy havlng lts
lnüBrnal as well as external ccntre? LlkewiEe, nonaila anil
sedentary populatlons lnteract, tbrough txading and raid.-
ilrg,, (Nonad snpLres arise and nay cndure along naJor
routee of translt traale, i.e. to or between sedentary
culturesr/. on the oth€r band tbe unlflcatlon of chlna.
as well a6 of tho opposing nonaal trtbes to the noxth altd
,jrcst, has been cxplaln"al ae a regult of nonad-veraua-
sedcntary nobllizatlon.'/ )

fhua too, 'dh"rcaa
thenselYes slnply as tthc
excludlon.of a1l others,
may hold ldeaa regarding

nany trlbss on earth refer to
nen, the peopl€, hunans"' to . the

in a partlcularist spi.rit, they
the world as a wholeJ) And unlver-
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salLst liteologLe8 nay be fiercely particuLarls t ic,This ls the case wlth nilltary_chauylnt e t aa r."ll aswith nlssl.onary-religlous 1al eologlas wlth r,rorld_wtaleaaplratlon6.

Three types of univergallst ldeology can bediscern"alt 1) The acttontat, rxtrovelt, conquest_mrndedtypc. 2) lLIe contenplatlve, introycrt, harmony_tnlndedtyp". t) Mac!o_hi€torlc ialcology. Sorne deflnltlons:
Thc woral conquc8t-nlndcd should bc underGtood lLterafly,as refenlng to & atete of nlnd. Ihc three nonothelettcrcllglon8 b€1oug to this category _ Judalarn belng boln of,or ln connectLoa with, the conquest of ?alestlne and the
subscquantly fluctuating fortunes of war over palesttne.
Chrl€tiantty ord.ering tts aalherents to narch out and con_
vort (iJr.nca-ns unspeclficd.) a1l humang into adherenta;
Islan enJoining, or at leaet 

"uforcl,ng ln plactice. con-
veralon of the pagans. Of thesc three, Judaisn after ths
I'laccabees has been the nort paclflct, aDd the leaat actlve
ln nlsslonary actlTlties anal nisslonary suecess. Ielan
le, also ln the nlnals of tte adcptE, most etrolrgly ae6oc-
iat€it wlth poutioal, nlutarJr conqueal,- yet nore tolexant
tha! Ghrlstj.anlty wlth regaral to devlatore and ton-
bellevere? As.-f,or.:thc ccconil, lnherently pactflc type of
" phllosophlcal'r unlversallEn, la contraet to. c.g. the
Oöcl.dental warrl o?-rellgl on9 of nonothelsn, thl-s 1B

erenpllfiaal by Budilhlsn ar.al Hünd.ulsn. As to the third
tlDe, ol course nacro-hlstorlc ld.ooLogy is found 1n e.g.
tbe Eonothelstic falthe, wc rllght aven aay that they are
nacrohl8tollc ldeologlcs, ar ar" Marxlam end (ln nuch
cruder wlse) Faaclsn"/i yct what la neatrt here ls n@ne of
thesa, whlch all squarely bclong.to thc flrst type , It
ls rathcr al1 attsnpt! itopartlnC fron thls flret type,
at re-cons tTuctlng2e unltary (unlvcrsal) undcratandiltg of
hlstorlcal phcnonma o!, uorc noilc8tly put' all attenpts
et flndlng univerral rcgularltic8 ln hunan hi.etory,

f'hese three types ere atteataal 1n hletory in the
above ord.er. It is instructlve that Ln the lronb of
activlet Chrlstendon occr.dental huranlam aJo6e - vltnesa
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voltalre's dlctun of aefendtnS' wlth hl€ llfe lf neede i

be, the right of othsro to disagtec wlth hln' and thc

developnent frorn "411 ncn arc (can bc, should be) brothers

in Ctlrlgt" to 'a11 nen are brothc!8" ' tBlg latier posltlon

should not btmply bÖ'rdredlted Chlt'Etlanlty; it ls a frult
and a nark of €ecularlzation (üealttrg thD:tlänElattrÖn -of

ehllisiian üenF1 structures lnto secular terns), yrt thls
secularlzatlon was nourlshed a18o by the anclent Greek

herltage (with the dlscovery of ?onPal boo€tlng lnte?est

in all thinge anclent), €o tlrat "ul1versa1 bxotherhoodrl

appe€xs as the gxaftlng of denocracy idea18 fron lartlcul--
axlstic Greece oato secularlzcd Chrlstian unlYeraallsn'
(Ihe actionlst lrnperätlve ls Yery ruah 8t111 there ln
the Jacoblte 6ay1ng: "Sotr nolr frlte, ou Je te tueglr'

Anal though wlshes for unlvcreaL bxotherhood shoulil osten-

slbly belong to the aeconal' paolfle type of unlveraallsn'
they tlne and agaln oarry oveltonsr, or show üp untler-
currents, of thinktng as to just bow th18 brotberhood
should bc achlcY"il' and iust how lt shoul-d look when

achtev.d - the tlisslona-ry urge lc not yet ouelleal' the
actloülst Occlalental orlglns arc still- to be sensed. )

QuLte as lnstructlve 16 the unlversalien of the
harnony-minded, pactflc, 1l.vc-anal-1et-11ve rellglons of
Hl.ndul.sn and Braldhtsn. por while Staöh,16n:,at leest !s im--
pucltly univ€rrel ln belng opcn to al1 ooners asal .adaröss-
Ltg'.a1l .nän a}ltc, lt Ls thc !I!I!g!!1I universallat
1daa1 td whlch wc should ad.drcss orraell'e,, Ihls is a
polnt coirnon to Bud.alhl8n anal Eltiilül.i; i It !äiibyldently
very alrclent. And not at all l'aclflc.

With such subjects on ou! .8!nda, iet u$ rlvte
at the very outset, ae our pol,nt of ilGDarture - neaning
departure fron our habitual Br.ropcan conceptj"ons - that
the Elrxopcan tongues know of no unlyersalist concepts
orlginal-ly, or far back in tlnc. rrthe earthr ortglnally
16 the soil and rnucl bet"een our fLngers: Latin nundus was

a popular assenbly; Greek co_!gg!, a nilttary phal-atr, and

a dlgnitary; Russial mir, a rlllage collectlvc; latln
universun, anything wbole; and rrthe worfd'r of the Gcrmanlc
peoples, fron !!qlr_grra nanl r plue 'roldr' - the age, or
U{.e-span, of a nan.

ß
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EARIT CEINESE II]II VF,RSAII SI4

_- Hcaven ordered the.black blrd to descendand- bear.Zhanq; h. dwelt rn thG land oCF. yin that was::1y.""?!;_ of old cod (Dr) save tnc "pioi"iräüi"tä.rne nartlal Tangi he redrrateo.and set bouudaries for.rno.se,lstates of the) fo;r quart.rr., rrr"- iJiäiäi"uit_wcen.thc).four aeaa can€(ln honageJ, trrey cäriä-ii ",crowda; the great clrcle_boundary v/.ae tle lvei-..r)

Otr the basls of thls ode tt has been held
that a untversalist note was soundoal in China already
by the eldest flrnLy known dynasty ln the northern part
of the 1and, tho Zhang (or yln), founded by ',the martlal
Tang". lhl8 dynasty ca 1251-U11 BCteralaed the Bronzc
Age, using bronzo y,eapons to suütlB the othenlse Stone
Age tribes, Ihc aboya od6 has bcen conetrueil thus:
hkc the livlng Zharg k.lng ruled hle Eubjectg, so too
onc of the Zhang ancestors ostenslbly ruled the entire
world - the "lln1t1€ss" po{Gr donain of the Zhang f&Lly
nembexa who had already becone (or wcre on thelr uay to
becoming) beirlgs of a hlgher order,9 Thle nod.ern lnter-
pretatlon is unfounal"d. Anothar ode lp.av alEo be adduced:

Deep alrd tl,sa;-Las Zhangi for long there had
appeared its good ooens; the watere of the leluge wereyast; Yil la1d. out the lands of ths eaxth belovr; he
alelinlted the great outer states, the wlde clrcle-
boundary was_long; thc house of Zwng began to beconegreat; God (!!) appolnteil thelr chlld to bear Zha"ng..
Bcyond the seaa th6re waa order. God's coinmands were
ncyer di€obeyeal; all down to Tang they were a1lke (1n
this).. The l4artial KinS then set out, kll11ngIy he
graeped the arc; he was 1l.ke flire so blazlng; and so
ttrere was none 1a'ho could dare check us.,

On such evlalence lt has been suggested that
a w"st Aslan ( Babylonlan) conceptlon of a suprene d€lty
had percolated to chlna and struok root eren before the
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Zhang, unde! thc n.b/ulous natr rulelJ Yü le the
reputcd HsIa foundlng flgurc, sald to havc st.Drmed
thc grcat De1ug" (of nllt" yrara' duration)? La6t].y,
ln a thlral odc wc arc lnformcd that "th€ city of Zhang
waa oralerly laLd out, lt lE tbc c.ntle ol tha four
quarters; naJeEtlc 18 lts fanc, brlght 1E lts dtvlne
power; ln Longavlty anal peace lt protccts ua"..)

A1]' thl8 certalnly ad.als up to a centre-perlphery
theor? - but aot utrilcr tb€ Zhan€, 1ct alone ftsla. These
odes, lt haa bc"n e8tab]-lshcal, w.rc flr8t created unal cr
the (castern) Zhou alynasty 'l1o-zlt Be, in thc pcttJr
Etatc of zuDg (cf thc tert of the odc ebovc), nore pre_
clsely lt secns ln th. ycarE 6t7 -6tO BC,a)

In tbe flrst oale there Lr no word of a Zhang
anceator wlth "llnltlcssri rulc. Iha arplession Ztrang_d,I,
[eanlng 1it.::a11y r4hang d.ettytr, i.c. "dclfleit Zhangn
(and refeülng ot course to a alecaadeal .ancestolr, ls of
co[parativ€].y lat" occurence. Ae to nonothalsn, It 1s
not even clear vrhether the D1.of tho tcxts referB to
one or sewr€tl (ae Chlnese doe8 not diffcrcntlatel.
lhe Yln state vas 1n laet not "?cry vast'r, except ln
conparlson to sonethlng Tery snall (6.g, the Zung 6tate,,.
Th" grcat enctrcllrg boundarJr (of yln) was tha EuatE_ho
r1Yer.

Th"!e ls noühLng lnprobeb:-" ln Babylonl.an con_
cept8 having rcacheal the Chlnes. by the ?th century BC,
vla lnterl'|odlarlcs. 0n thc contrar'y, 'the four rcglon€'r
Ls an ancicnt lJlosopotanlan conocpttonf) as Lr the iasist-
ence that thcy are bounateal by thc ses, lfhlle a l{esopot_
anlan of thd 2gth ccntury Botwould ld|ow ot four sea€
(the fndian Occan or perslan Culf,. the liiedlt erranean,
the Black Sca and the CaepLan, fal1lng one of the latter
üt{o the Real Sca nlght be aatdeal), a Chr.ne6c of thc 7!h
vrould surely be at a loss. t{hereac a litcsopotanlar had
concrete rea€on to spcak of',four reglous" surroundlng
hla land (viz. EIan to tbc ceat-northeast, phoeaicla/
l,ebauon to th€ [oüthwest, Egypi includlnA parts-of
?a1e6tlne to the wcst, and Arabla to thc eouthfl a
Chtnese dld not.
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Other lndtoatlons alao obtain. Ihere 1€ the
connon Chlncee and Mcsopotanlan vlar that thlnge on carth
have thelr counterpart ln heavcn! characterlzatlon of the
ruler as nflaning" (cf. abovc/; anal thc expresslo! that
"klngohtp descendeal fron hcayen" - vla a nountaln'.4 Th" ten
antedeLuvLan klngs of Sunorla suppoEcdly relgr.eil for 4t2rooo
years - whl.le the Chinesc thlrteen kLngs of hcaven plua
elcven klngs of earth lik.rlee rcLgneal for 452ooo yearE jJ)

I'here is the sane conaplcuoua trusting 3o astrolo$r ( fron at
leaat the nid-6th century BC n CAJJra )! arld the .sanc qualnt
appollatlon of the conetellatlon8 as "nanelons"r/ Not merely
mountaLn-vorshlp, but the beu?t that all belngs ha11ed fron
one rnountaln, Ls conmon to both!

In Zhang-related soulcea the vrlnd 18 repreBenteal
by thc Feng bl.rd, whlch ls the entsgary ot Zttaag-d.!t.1) Iaxther
west thle blrd ls known as the Garuda, Slllurg or Phoenlx,
1lkcr1se a goilly enlssary, and Gqually capabl. of calrylng
bu118 anil other b18 anlnals ln lts ta1on8. Such a blrd i6
flrst de8cllbed ln sunerlan nytbolosr, fron the 26tn c. tc !r)

Furthernore, a nost pronLnent Chlnese delty wEs

the ealth god zheh, concclved of as a tree: "One choae thc
polished nanow of a trec atlal set lt up as sten-zheh.r' A

modern conmentary a6serts that "this trunk or sten probably
forned the part of thc earth god whlch soaied forth frou the
lnterlox of the earth; lt was alao the 8od of the dead whlch'
j.nsofar as they dld not bccot!6 belngs of a hlgher order (Dlr'
returned to Lttt tl. Now the zharg cosno8 conprl'scd a heavenly
overe'orld, the mldd1e norld of the liYlng' atld an underYorLd.
The aare three-tlered vl€v' ie characterlstlc of Centra] Asla
antl llesopotanla - wherc the Ilee (or pll.lar) of llfe' or the
World free, ls the elencnt connectlng thc three - and (FeJprgE-

eütlDg lnnortallty too, as tba "navel-cord" betneen nortals
and goda above, The Chlnese plctograph Zheh ts sonposed of
"veneratlon" ' 

rtree' anal rresrth", strongly lncicatlng a lree
of the xarth, a wor1d. free? It ls supposed to gtve rain and

pletty, as is the Uorltt Tree wlth lts nectar' And whereä5

the "vault'')of heaven waa reYcred at a round hi11ock, the
ealth waa revered at a aqu€re onep aad thought to be equarcg-

ideas ancient ln Mr8opotanla' aa wr €ha1l sre.

t

:

lastly, Di suggests lranian alrd Indlan dlv' - rt)dcTa.'
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rhe clrlneee ln all probabtttt{ i:::^1"
rarher c ona ra'. 
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peoples. rn a llook 
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heaven"a'I .\'hich 
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"..,nt"r" 

detty of the Tur"ks '

?oo AD and later surfaces 

"" "";;;-;;" 
lofty nountain, the

Lnrerestinslv r"', " l'iliö_"ril- i"i"e"r"tl r-orty !,qountain and

great tine cultivated. tt*;*";" ;;;:;.t1ins rranian' lndian
ine relattonstLtn "t-lni-T"i"" "g"io. A 1ater, zung dynasty

and Mecopotanian religlon o"t' i::::' "1"-.,,'. thi-nks of the

lilri-,ruu, " a g e e ) c onm ent ara' 

"' 
ä::;""; : 

t 
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t
appearalce, """ :::":"--:;"*,, *'i;;;1.;rd rhere ls even-a

;Hi::'::::ft :;"';:"ä;-;i*u "i*'' Arter the ralnrlooä'

which !s stopped o" 
' 

u"o"""i" r!a!d; tnö bu$anlike beln$e' \

survtryc to regenerate *"'rlriu - on8 being narned Nll-walz2

Thls legend v'as recorded ln the second or third century Bc'

-',i"'

llesiefly lnflu"lrcea ln part accompanied the

\tu. or loosely' Ehanans. one group of llu had as its speclal"ty

offerLngs to !'the nine heavenat' - cf thG nine heavens and

nine underitorlds of Siberlan shamans and the medieval Turke'

That the ni.ne heavcnä rvote lntroduced by the Euns i€ lndlcated
by an allelent Han dynasty aource: '! Tha wu of the Tluns servc
the l3ine heavcns upön' the. tbFäce for.:fte-tree €ption of the
gods.',4)(Ihe nunbe:r ninr4 ln Centtal. !Bja, irad partly in
china, eorreaponds 1n- myihology to the seven of Mesopotanla./

Fron the fourth century BC atrother occiilental
notton flourishea Ln ghinese sourcea: that of the Kun_lun,
the central worlal Mountain, r'haying al.f tlre attrlbutes of the
lndlan Merur'9. (One Chlnese acholar aeea in the nane Kun_lun
a transcrlptlon of the laet two Byllables of Babylonlan 4Lg:g.Igf,)) Accordlng to anctent Chinese coanology the north_
weaterü cosnlc plllar (upholdlng heaven) hae been brokenfd
so . thet' tl'!4r earth inclinea fron northwc€t towards the south_
ea6t, the Kun-lun "hence logically was located ln the westr,,
(As ,^'i11 be seen, there is another, fuller explanatlon. )
VIi.th incxeasing Chinese knowledge of tbe west, however, it
was relegated ever farther vect, until Lt dl sappearedr4more and
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worked into Daoist thought j,/

The tfu ideag vrer
or ancrent (pre-Ean) *"i"i."T :;r:1"-::l"j:1;l: ;l:lil'.waa to pxolong life. Ihis coulal be e.chieyed elther througttotal acceptance of and non_realstance to the cosmlc for_ces, or through beconlng a Hslcn: ,,Halen neans to becone
old yet not düe", and. is roughty tranElated as a aainri
the plctograph consiats of ,'hunan', &nd ,,mountainrt, and
night of course lndicate Binply a nountaln-dwe1lj.ng reclus€
yet anothex way of writing intinates ,,a huna.n who asqenale
the nountain(range)"17t.e. to associate wlth the gods;
cf. longevi ty/ immortallty as aasoclated with the Kun-fun.
The6e holy people are thought to iäi" and d,escend with
the wlnd, rain and clouds, "the1r winga otretch across
a1t tlBes and expanses and are, lt nay easily be recognit-
ed. the tra'vels of the tlil and shanans extended lnto the
linltless"? In a ltu poem fron South Coina a deity saJs;
t'!ar wlde I crossed thle land and nore, far wlde acroEs

the four seas to tbe 1lmlt8 of thls wor1d."t2 $ho are ori-
glnal]-y the llu then?

The ltu who spread out across both north anil south

china were for the nalor pa'rt alescendants of one 8l'ng1e

lÄr ctalt naneal lbn - wlrich raeans " barbarlani! in Chlnese -
from the land of, the Euns, we are told."/ Thls i6 a precloue

pointerr to ny nind, to the Wu-zun people of Chl[ese
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aourcea: they w€r€ a atrall people in the south part of
tbe I1l vallcy, vrtth the Huns aa thclr lEn.atlate nclghbours
to the north of tbe I11, aouthweat of the Tlen-zhan nountain
range. The Tlen-zhan Eea.ns "lt{ountatn of lleevenr - and lts
nedlsval Turkic nane 18 Ak-taä (ae is expressly sald in othe
Chineae gources), "the white nountatn"? lnfe ls the hoLy
nountain of Centrel Asla par excellence: Upon lt Buku Qän,
ancrstor-klng of the Uliur furks, ls lnttlated. \'1th regard
to both v/lsdon (re1lgion) and world "ut"l/ fn all probabllt-
ty thl€ was the nountaln io whlch Wu ,'shanals" ln Chl.na
r.'ould refe!. I nay add that one woral of-the !fu vocabulaJy
ls preaeryed., nanely kun, neanlng . klnd,t'l cf. the Xun-1un
(in.rpllcable in Chlneec iteelf) as deslgnatlng the ,,King
nother" nountaln of the Westl/ l1na1ty, wlth whon ere the
ltu-zun aesociated, who were their lnneallate ü,eatern neigh_
bours? Rlght west of the leslkül B€a, lt appears, ran the
border of the ttu-zun with Kä.ng-gü - Iranian Sanarqand !,)
( Kang nean€ i'greati', aa does Kun - e.nal e6n, Khänß..

A unlversalist philosophy is elco fcnnd ln Foisn.
What ls IEo? ,'ft lB qithout forn, yet the orlgln of all
forna. It ls without sound, yet the origln of al1 sounds.
Its son ls the light, lts nephew tbe wate!. A1l thus arrses
out of thc fornless:r, Aa an anctent phll-osopher has tt:{nao ls the beglnnlng of heaven anal earth, ft conprlses aLl
the threaala lnto one unlty. It created atl belngs and 1et
heaven ariBe, It enconpasses all, q'ithout lts€1f havlng
slrape.r,{)It is only after coalesclng wlth lfuisn and. Hsien
doctrlne that Daoiem coues forth as a proper rellg1on, sone
centurles before our era. Here we find. the duauty of yang
(llght) and yln (alarkness), also aeen ar nale anal female,
and a veneratlon of watcr: The blghcst gooal ls like the
l.'ater. lhe water wlth lts good worka benefltg all belngs,
but eacherra conflict. It live8 where no Ean would drrell.
Therefore lt cones clos€ to LEo. " Whereas all stril'es up_
wards towards the ltght, the water recedes lnto the da!k.
which ls the orlgln and apring of all ltfe and to \,hLch a1l
eha1l return. 'rThe preenlnence of thls notherly, dark and
moist Yln region harks beck, one nay gether. to prinordLal
coudltiona - natrlarchy. Only tor^rards the end of the Zhou
pellod does the light Yeng region galn ?reenlnence, posslbly
undcr the lnfluence of Central Aslan llght lell_glons..
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Ihese religions are the Iranian onea (Zoroaatr-
l€n/?arslsn end l,ianlch.elsn ). yet the stnllarlty ts there
ln othcr i,iaya as we1l. For one thingr watex is deflned ln the
aane weiJ 1ü Zoloastllsm, as the life-glTing blesslng of the
meteria] wor1d., seeping down lnto and througi- the earth, as
thlough a eponge, Moreover, thc very catallnal polnt of the
Iranlan falths ls the duallty of light and alarkne€s: fhe€e
a.re orlglnally separate, but have been nLrcd together, so that
at presalt 11ght contaln€ clen€nts of darkness and darkness of
llAht, qu1t6 ar do Y1n anal Yang. ,.Onr b.oldr thls contra€tlng .g.
of ltght aird ilarkneee , iblolr ln tha liäi;n
ra11glon plaJr8 such a promlnent role, in ge-
neral up to now to be indubitably llrdogetna-
n1cr" and ln the llldlan Vedas d.arkness la
not (cf anci.ent lEolsn) consldered aE evil.
Yet tbe Babylonlane too derlve the world from
the sarne duality, "the light' i8 called father and "the darkness
iB called mother.t) r-aotsm hitherto has elrlply been consldered
a chinese, autochtonous falth, fu1l stop. There i€ sonething
to be BaLd for 1ts reflecting a transniss ion of thenes fron
(or ttrrough) oentral Asl.a, as replanted ln China.
Othe! auch thcEes er|e thc reglstry of thc danneil
and the eternally redacned in the hcarcnly Ha11

of light, tha " great n€.n-and-goil, .lord of l6ng-
evlty", tba wör1d cataatrophcs thlough rtblch
few ale aavedpana tha tblee stagor of aoclety?

I

when the heavenly lolal" ln easterrl china i6
venerated at "the heavenly navel",- this latter expresalon too
most probably halls fron, or Yla, Central Asia. A Chineee

enperor orders " that the nexu! bÖtlteen heaven and earth be

broken off. in order that no nore Eplrits descend"tAe a neaeure
against the vtu - strongly lndlcatlng that the belief ln such

a nelrua, nare1, World Pll]ar etc wa8 characteristlc of the lfu.

Now all the above €ourcea conceln Chlna before
it6 unlftcatlon under the chin' 22L-2O7 Bc. "uhen chtn hail

unlted the entlre land under the hlavenrr an Lnperlal decree

beglne'Z denonstrating that ''the eütlre lallil" here does not
lmp1y the worlit as a whole' but nerely Chlna. Yei the Central
Aslan (i.e. non-chlnlse) origln of Chin ideolosl is patent ln
the
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Chir]'eseJ l-nexplicab]c naue of thc nountaln' One qarno t tmt
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pre6ent-day tseiitng) and north of the state of Yüeh (by the

eadternnost hrlge of the Ohlnese co""tP fh16 polnt of

vi€l,.!' nas ridiculed by the so-ca1led DialecticXars of the
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of a well-frog" 't)
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'Ihe nagically reculrcnt nunber nine sorresponds to
the role of trle equally potent number severi ln Baby]onlan-
Surnerlan and, nencc, tranlan, cosnology. lhe (ter, thou_
6and lesser naterway8 are refound in the Iranlan aourcesg
'Ine aevcn (or here, nine) contlnentE vre sha11 have occas_
ioll to revert to tp {5below). Whdt we shal1 enqulre
iEto here ard now i! that v,eird. supposltion that in the
centre of Heaven ar.ct Earth there is neither day nor night,
neither shadows noT ccho es.

Theee chsracteristlcs sone natural to any poetlc-
al nir1'd wlsning to Etxess the innobile, unchargeable
nature of the liorld Centre - as w"11 as 1ts being poss_
esseu of unending, total light (hence no d.ay-night alter_
aatj.on, and no shades/. Sucn axs tne auclent Babylonia!
and the subaequent Iranlan teneto of feith. ,0.nd the
gist of the deecriptlon ln the Chlnese source aboye, fTorn
ca zOC B0, le refound in even nore aficlent Oreek sources
aa v/e1l a6 in Sl berl,an lore of tha ZOth century AJ. In
lloth ca.ee6 the ultinate Sabylonian origln is patent, frotn
the attendant detalls. fn the Odyssey, 01rce sit8 Feavlre
at a loom - which nay synbollze"thc rolling course of
time and the axle of the world,' - upoa an ialand shere
one catnot te11 i,/here the sun riges or where lt setE.
Änyone !'ho trod on the hlghest nountain of tbe pelopon_
n-ase, o? of Cr€te, according to traditlon lost hts snadolr.
In thr lvtlddle Ages Cervaaius of fllbury gives the convlc_
tiolr of sone traditüonallst€ that the well wher6 Jesus
converaeo with the ronan of Sanarla was the ceutre of the
earth, as here the sun at noon deacended vertically into
thc water of the wa11 and there was no shadow to be seen.
allegedly. And j.n a Yakut tale fron Slberla the centre
of the ea.rt|l j.s also tne "earth's stilleat place, where
the noon does not wane and the sun ooes not set, where
eternal eutnmcr reigne', etc,a/ fa that - unlvBrsalt st eqrastan
1cg€rdlof legandi,athat bf Al.eEandsr thä Greät,lthc wortd-
6onqueior'aoü68 üo-tbe tlrrestrldl paradise - wlrcre there
is a luninoslty whlch is neither day 4or nlgbt, aeither,..
of sun nor noon or star6. rlere is a uountaln, and ar
abundatce of costly gens - sone of lrhlch nay be near! ro
be eaten, or at leaet boaily enJo{co _ and a linpld
stroarn, the water of immortal.ltylt We understand, then,
the ca 200 BC 0hinese lnscrlDtlon:
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If you ascend the tlaizhan you wlll €ee thedivllle neni they eat the esacnce öt laAe ana orink tnelimpid sprilg; they have attalned to-the tvay f 
'aoT 

oftleaveni all thlngg are ln th.lr naturnl etete;-T\eJyoko-tho r:ornl('9€ lrragon t,r tll.lr oharlot; tnoi mountthe ffoatlng clouds. . Jtl

As will be seen in the fo1lo!'ing chapter, the
"earth's stillest p1ace,, ls to be found in Indl,an coeno_
logy too. It is fundamentally the sane idea as is ex-
pressed, like the TaLzha.n thene abovc, in a 6o-ca11ed
Chlnese-mlrror lnscrlptLon: .llay your elght sons and
nire granclsone govern ths centrc . "fhat 1s, naJr they
unj.te thenEelves wlth the Suprene Mover, eoulce of Lnrnor_
ta1lty and of thaunaturgical povrar,', a perceptivc coemen_
tatox sqys. l'or thesc rrnlrrors" are nlrrore of the cog_
no6, what the Hindus alral Buddhlett know as nandalas,
aervLng a nagical end, that of nunlflcation wlth the
central point frorn rrhich, as soon as lt has been atta.ined,
is derlved the onnipotence of hin who has acllleved this.
The l9]l - firet plinciple and plj.me Mover of all thines..-
is identifieo with the centr.e and unltyi"d. An iltustrat-
ion is giTen at the end of tlde chapter.

The centre of such a cosnograph or r,r,orld-vl-ew is
generally, and not eurprlsingly, ldentified with China.
the l41dd1e Kingdon, and rnore speclflcally with a centre
ideally located ln Chlna, In the forn of a nountaln or a
palace ('rheavenly pcak,,,/ conceptuallzed as a nountaln
connected with the axis of heayen. .&ow Zhungguo, or ,'the
Uiddle Kingdon,,, mair sirnply have axleen to deslgnate what
wa8 ollgina11y oüe sna11 6tate j.n the tniddfe of other
petty Chl.nese states, only later acquiring a cosmological
slgnifj,ca.nce. The Chinese empire, united in 221 BC, was
tenieil in Chinese Tien hzia, ,ra1l under Heaveni', we are
to1d, " howevelc, the belief tlra€ afready prevalent before
this time that the Chinese sovereign, 1n theory at ieaar,
was ruler of the entj.re cLvilized vrorld,"d) In early Daoisro
Huargdi ( t'Ye1low- nnperor'r ) vas ycnerateal as the flr€t
world-d onlnating ideal €overeign, te11lngly he ls taken
for the forefather of the rulers of the Thandung atatea)
(wlth the Taizhan nouatain and other themes aboye),



"he !0ay probably be connected with the
godrr) d're11ing upon the very uppernost
rhlcil soar€ lnto the highest lrcaverf'67).

by four other (leseer) emperors, one Ln each cardinal direc-
tion. lhus, ln the centre there la the "yellow creatj.ve
power of the centlal goal-empenor" ' ln the east the "green
creatlve power of the godly clear-heaven of the ea6t'r, ln
the eoutb "the red creatlve power of tbe 6outh-god-enperor",
in the r,rest the vrhlte creative polrer of the west-god-
enperor" and in the north "the dark creatiYe power of the
north-god- emp eror"7 '"hence theee notlona?

They are flxet attested under a Han nulex ln the
eecond century BC: The great carth god hl11ock of the
solr of heaven i6 green 1n the east, red ln the south, white
ln ihe west, black in the north and ye11ow in the rnidd1e.4
It is easy enough-to €uggest lts orlgl.n; [hese are the
colours, roughly, of Mou[t Meru of the Htnalu€ (and, later,
Buadhists )t)- 1.e. another verslon of the Kun-lun nountain
paradi€e. And in corutectlon with the Mem the Hindus
epeak of the world-mler, the cak?avartin, lrho ls suxxounded
by four fesser emperors, one in each cardinal direction,
That the first Han ruler€ claln that the last non-I{an
enperor wa€ afraid of the 'wor1d-ru1er atmosphere of
southeastern Ohlna, fearlng that h.ls dynasty-would be
overthrown fron there, nerely goes to shov that the world
rule eoncept was by this tine vell establlshed - and. of
coulse that the Han ceüc fron southaeat Chl;a.

t7

Tal-all (r'suprene
peak of tbe Kun-lun
He 1s surrounded.

I
In early Hart tlnes the €wastlka appeara - frr't]l" '

sarre forn as was developed in l{e€opotamla some three thougan(
years before. It l€ orlginally a costrologlcal synbol, prob_
abfy of the moring sun (p1us the four directious?), but a1-
ready irl Meeopota.nia (on pottery etc) care to be what the
Sanskrit nane svastlka aaira, " fortune-bringer,' , in Chlrlese
IBl, tn turn glvin€ tlte Japanese ban (1! e.g. ,,batzaf ,.,, ),!
teBtinony to the acc?pta.nce both in CttiD'a and farther eaet
of ideas inported along the routes of trade atrd travel riaht
across the Aslan contlnent.
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It ls a connonphoe vlc,
that the Clrlneee traditlonally ahow and havc ahowr but theslightest intere€t tn th(
to the chinese, it iu i,"ial l:';lj:':;: r:;lr:T:"1;:'"""while all others are dienlssed as the North barbartans,the nast barbaxlans, the South barbarlans ana tUe Westbarbarlans. such an inpression entalls an undue slnplifi_cation. In 245_250 A.D we have the fi"st recorded u6e ofthe expresslon Da-tsln an
china. and rererrrns ," iil*,Hlri"iH::,#i::ä ;:T:l;'here represente the West in an expoaltior! of tn" forr"orlents, the four cardlnal directions of the world _ vlthChina representlng the East, Jndla the South and the yllche(fndo€cythian) trlbes the North. A Japane6e scholar ,,tras
denonstrated that the Chinese attrlbuted to Da_tsln af1the qualltles of their own etate faeal"74 it was also rnthina and creater Chtna that people r,rere physicaU; trteaf,g

What can be EaLd, however, is that active and agg_reesive interest in the non_Chinese \,iorld was neyer dtg_played by the Chinese: Their lnterest ltas paseiye, It con_€isted in slnply recording sone of the lnfornation that
cane to them by lnouth of foreign visltols. Their inrerest
was non-aggresslve, they occupied and paclfied reglone
in the north and uest (a1ong the Sllk Route) in reepoaseto attack. ft waB such circunstances that fostered the
exclanatlon of the Targ enperor [aidzong in the 5ro,s Anthat "I haye subjugated the 2OO kingdonr, inposed sifence
upon the tr'our Seas, and the far-off barbarlans are cone in
order to.eubmit one after the other',l9 Characteri stloafly,
1t lc the barbarLans _ far-off _ who contc to the Chlnese.

The ?ang enperors trace their extensive powers
back to the legendary soverciSn yu tbe Great, who accordrngto myth descended fron heäven "ln older to put ln order thefour regions of this base
ion to the Tane enperor """ii1"";"rLl::t;; ;:,::"::::"*:-king of Tibet in 546 ehows how esrly this ldea percolated

:



to the Tlbetals: "fhe holy Son of Hcaven has eubJugated

the four cardinal Points. Ths klngdoüs whlch the sun and 
.

the moon light up are for him ao nany serYants and nalds.trU
ThtE, as stated above' 19 a reflex of non-Chlnesc LdeasT?2

rife ln Central Asia, vlth which these ernperors were
occupied, As 1!i1l be seen, the ldea of subjecting the
four orlents ( cardlnal polnte of orlentationl i6 a Buddhist
and ultinately Hindu one; thus the Chinese Fuddhl,st pilgrln
to Central Aaia and northern India Hluan-dzang declares
1.5:?5 AD)t "As the preeent age has no !'king of the wheel,,
(cakrayartin) who ana.ders to the coanlc order, there are f6413
aoverelgns on the terrltory of the continent fi76ay1,-t..r1l)
(1.e. the Janbudvtpa, or centraL contlnent of tbe vorld,
of Hlndul8n and Xuddhlsm ).

Before repalrlng to Indla, we nust acquaint
ouraelveg vlth unlversal love, a cqlrsspt seenlngly coj.nedby the Chlnese. It t€ the biddlng of the so_call"a Uoni"t",
lrhose grand old nan Mo nzu (arounal 400 BC) gtrqsss{ 119utility thus: "lJhen everyone regards the capitalg of othersas he regarcl s his o''n, who would attack the others, caplt_al8?.others would be regarded ltke Belf. When everyone
regards the houaee of other8 a€ he regarala hös own. whowould disturb the others, houeee?-VIv.o Dzura reaaonlng iapure utl1it€-rlanlsn: [he practlce of unlveraal love (zhlenal) beneflts not onty the one who ls lov-cat, but the "rffi flovea, on the prlnclple of reclproclty.4

I{ere a caution&ry note 1s not anlas: Zhien
does not denote "univeraer', or vorld, o, 

"o"rou 
lili"likes, but !,a11 obJects.', cf E)xgti6h ,,every_thlngr. 

Theenphasls 16 on all partlculara that cone Into contact wtthone, and not on an expanalonist zeat
geographic bordere of the v/orld. Tt
dual " univers allty', .

for tranacendlng the _
tl a 1qqs1 and indlr'i-

2)
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Tho Clllneac plrl.Losophlcrl dcbate ori

thla t'unl-yersality" i8 lnstructj.ve. A baalc otJection to the
ohist vtev' wa8 that "lnfinity tB inJuriou6 io universallty",

meanlng that lf the nunber of people le lncaloulable' ltow can

one love then all? "If tbc South (1.e. of chlna) hae no linlt'
it cannot be lncluded in toto" ln universal love, on the grounds

that only that which 1s linited can be included wlthin somethlng

that ls illinited, genetal. the Mohist answer ran3 "If the

South ls iulnitable, it cannot be entirely ft1led wlth p'ople'
and hence the nunber of people nust be linlted' If it ie llni-
ted. however, what difflculty i8 there in loYlng all rnen? Yet

lf people alo in fact fully occupy thls suppose'lly llftmltable
South. t?ren what appears inflnite ls actually litllted' And

once the terrltory ls 1lnited, what illffi'culty is there in
'/ Even ln such hairspllttlng we noticelovlng all People in lt?"'i

the overrtding unlty of both Mohl'sts an'l entl-Mohlsts in stresa-

ing that "al1 objects" ate l'lnited' circunscribed' loca1 - and

Clrineee (cf. "the South", where boundarl'ea and nunbers uere

hazler than tn the North"'est i'ith lts Great tläll and deserts)'

In the Mohist-ant l-lqoht s t debate on univer-

6a1s,, too the Bame points are thcre' Flrst' the vrorrl " universal

usedtoilealgnateanygeneralconcept(e.g'nchalriaethe
e",'"".r a""rg,,"tton of all chalrs, as opposed to the particu].a!'

concrete chalr), is a F)rropean translatlon - and a very rough

.pp"otft"tfor, L,'a""a' fhe Chinese ls zhlh' whlch neana Eitnply

,,üesfgnatea'. As only partLcular8 really exl€t' rthere are no

"n* ""i"it"u ln the world' :1-:"t#" 
cadot bc eald to be

znlrr €Är.ür.16 ^.^ '--' 
t *r""".9o]fioqt zhih" , i. e. vithoü

On the strength of thc above lndications

the contention i's that unlversa]-ist snd c cntre-peri'phsry

conceptglnchlnaderlTe'gcnerally,floncentralandultlnat.'
ly rdesterar ABta' ltrei-r eaitlest recorded appcarence I's ln the

?th century BC; they are rife fron ühc fourth century BC'

they axe found in parttcular ln associstion wlth the vtu and

the naol8t6.
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Chinctc minor

Chlncee ,,rnlrrorg guch aa th" above have

been de€cribed as "mandala schenes of the univcrse -
round heavcn, the pole star or axi€ mrndl ln the nlddle;
square earth; the four gates of the Zhungguo of China or
of the royal palacc corrclatcd sith tb exis üundl"@'

In 106 tsC a Han dlr|rasty enperor erected a terrestrlal
l.ltng-tang ("Ha11 of Light" ) corrcspoadlng to thc heavenly

Daolst onc, dercrlbed (in '/9 Ax) aa round aÜove' squarc

beücath wlth etght vlndows for the clght wind8 and four
do@ta for the four seaaons' all ancloscd wlthin a wal1 and

a wate!-dttchil,) ltte lung-tang evldent1y 16 but another re-
flectlo! of the cosllology "mlrrored' abovc' In th' nlrror
too we flnd the central nountai!' twclve knobs (in th! l4lnc-

tang rsprcsentin! the tvelv" nonth8), th' squEre calth-rin'
!öUltgatt9yay{t, ' elght lcee.r contin'nta bGyond ours' the

round basia of the heavqnly vault, a rlE of, iaggrd out'r
nountalns, and flaal]y thc asrprntlne rca'-l

23
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EARiY INDIAN UNIVERSAIISM

,'Turi:rg the wheel of teaching"f)westvard
we ohal1 refind nost of the baalc constituente of Chinese
cosnology alTeady revlewed, but in soncwhat different forns
or wlth dlfferent accentuatlons. lhe centrallty of enpitre
and enperor are atresrsed here as we1l. Both l{lndulsn and
Buddhi.sn acclaim the cakravartln, or vrorld ruler. Cal(ra-
vartj.ns are sovereigns vho conquer suüounding klngdons or
brlng theu under thelr authorlty, they are born on eartlt'
ae partial lncarnatlons of the chlef iltndu deity Vtg4u,
they wear on their feet the narks of a wheel (cakra,/.
TJl.ke the great dlndu gods Indra, Agnl, Soüa arld Rudra,
arld ln Buddhisn th€ Bodhj-sattye ( &rdalha.,, a cakravartln
la conaldered to be ln poaaeselon of aavcn trcasurea -
thc wh?€1, the rlcphant, thc horsc, thä g.[, th. bBrr :.

wonan, the best treaeurer, thc beEt.advt:cr-gctxeraL.?
Tlru8 the texn cakravartin, the tlt1e of the ?Eperor wbo
accordlng to later b€li€f con8lsted of e part of the
Suprene Dclty, has sonethlng to do wlth a vheel, or we lray
say !!9 wheel - of spacc, porrcr, tiDc:

Here ls the flr8t hrown Indo-DEopean canträ-
perlph.ry thcory, or the ruallnents of one. ghe eherlot. of
tha sun hes but e slnglc rdheel, end thlr oharlot lB the
ylalble representatlon of thc ycer enal of tlnc ln general,
hence the wheel of the year ln the Bg-vaala. Thc two t.'olIals
(the vllib1e and the lnylslble) are aa tvro whae18, wlth
fndra the arle thrEugb and bcyond thcn. All !.rorlds, abodes
or belngs are calleal wheels, or all belngE are plEocal (tn a
revoLvlng wheel, thc wheel of donlnlon oontrollcd by fndla,
say the anclent v'edlc tcrta. Tha sovalelgn who coulal achl6-
ve th6 tdeal of rullng the 6ntu" wo]rlal under one unbrc11a,
ilro"c a charlot of uDchactcal courrö up to the Gnd of dlrect-
lons. e olasllc ltatc[cnt nr!! t). -" "-.-.i]
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(We are rernlnded of the Chlnese maxin of chariotlng
upon the normality of the universe'l)' I Chaxlot races were'

in the l'iew of one schola!' .a very iopoxtart naan€ of genc"

ratlng gl3: (irrsblstlbk authority - HS) an'l obtatnlng or
establlshlng donl-nlont', whlle the cun llkcvlsc "16 ltsclf s

wheel, ever lnvj.nclble and ever lndefatlgatle, tuD-lng 1ts

circle Ln the sky and the unlYersc" .

May we"infer fron the a'bove data that a
cakravartin'- orlginally was a ki.üg who partlclpated ln the

"orio"".i"Ä efficäcy of-tha wheeln, 1.e. of the sun' of the
t"lä-"inninc and "imperlallstic" chaxlot, of a power eentxe
o-i"üniversality, of unlversal doninion? sone inportance nay
DerhaDs be attäched to the epithets addeil to the cakra-
iäririr's catra-, lt spreadg ebroaal' 16 brlfliant' heavebly'
i;;i;;rb1e.---TEe centräl and donlnant DoBltlon of tha person
who occuoles a place ln a "wheel'r nay also be lllustrated by
a passJä ln an uDanisad: llke the spokee on the hub of a
whäel. ävervthins is ästablished on (ln) llfe. ' So the term
cakravartln-- nrlg[t have cone to denote a unlver8al king..:
"-he who ls placäd tn the cakra-" ls he who llke the sun ls
the centre,-tord and auetalner of th$ 'dorl-d' 1te cye and
jfls-gfveri coinciding with the ax1ä:'.nundl the €over€l-glr
could'reeläe only ln the niddle.lF- 

-
Ihe hub, apokes and periphery of the wheerl llLust-

rate oulte vtvidly not nerely the general concepts of
centre and periphery, but also of one centre controlllng
and unitlng üany parts, through reachlng out by aa uany

long-arn, atrong-aro nathoile, into one ptripbery - wher" 'jurt as wlth tradc ajrrd infornatlo! f,clatLoE ln the world
today, ln the Galtung structural theorJ of lnperla1lenP
the relatlons or connectlng llnes between the perlphery
parts (thlrd world countrt'es ) are weak or practically non-
exletent. \'hLle those between each periphery part and the
centre ( lndustrlaliz cd ' "lmperlallst" countrles ) are atrong
and vlslbly domlnant' as are the Epok€g of the etheel.
(lnterestingly, we sonetlnes refer to the lndustriallzed
.hub" of the wor]'d eyeten.')

The saüe erpanaionlst ldeal ie theüe 14 the woral

lgjE "klng" which etynologlcally alenotes allace, cxparse' 
,)

extent, the king being tbe one who I'stretched hinself out "':
and whlle the ldca of th€ cakraYartln waE' 1t is oplned'
largcly thcoretlccl end pcrhapa 

"Yclr 
utoplu' ' 

for t subJeBt
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for phllo.ophlrlng euthorr, thc l,ractlllng polr.tlclanö cvolvcÖ.
tb. th€orJr of the vtJlgffu- or oonqulror purc anal 61rp1.'
who ls the centre donlnatling a qllclc (pcrlphery/ of other
9tateE.

fhe above are Hlndu 1dea8. tsuddhlen reproducca
then ln rough outline. There la the fatrous Budilhlst concept

of ilhaEnacakl(a, or Wheel of Isw' designatlng the conquerlng

cfficacy and supremacy lnplled tn the Dbanna (Isw)' !'htch
llke the sun illunlnes and rules the darth' and thc concqpt of
brahnacakka. !'the excsllent wheel" neanlng Buddhlsn' The

whe€l repleaants the unlvelsallty of thc 8p1r1üua1 donlnlon
of the E:xllgbtened On€, wbose seculat counterpart i8 thc unl-
veraal carthly oonarch, both of thslr nalllfestlng the sa[e

universal princlple' Ihe Suddha' neealleas to day, 18 thls
caklavartln nonarch par erccllence; enil the cakravartin 18'

accord.lng to BuddhlEt eourcca' a king who rule8 thc eartb
eurrounded by the ogean' "tbe circlc of the earthr" The

Buddhlsts naintaln that the enperor's [aln treasure' the

cakkaratana. a sort of palladlu! of donlnlon' wl'ns the varlous

ouarters of the world for hln; whcrever lt halts' all the

chlefs of that querter acclalm htm thelr eoverelgn't)

In sun: Although Htndulsn and ln pattlcular
in)dalhlsrl ale c ont"ü?latlvc-p.c lf I c. thGtr rrllt' 01 ! rillLYersal;

lst Dolitloal (and for that nattcr' by enalogy' splrltual 
'ldeal 1s d.finitcly acttodrt' "Itü!1odst' 

lriparlalt tt -
tndtcating that thl8 1s the prinordlal type of univcrsellsn'
of whlch a paciflc all-nen/ belngs-are-brothers type 18 a

secondary developnent (1.e' not necej!3Ilu with regard

to the pacifisn, but wlth regard to lts unlver8alisn)'

This expansionisn of course mlSht hark all the way

back to the Alyan lnvaalon of In'1la, 'l'hen the Indo-Drropean

Hlldus establtshed thenselYcs at the expcnse of the lrevidic
and other aborlgines, eorne )5or-150o yeat8 tsC' Yet there 18

another explanatlon' to be culled fron the cakraYartln's
nwhee]-r 1tse1f.

It goer baqk to ürropotüla - th! culturc of {hich



the Indo-European lnvaders must have encountered and
bonowed lron at au early age, indeed perhap€ that of
thi lnvat!1on. In tho 4tfL inill.n!rl,um flLr {llveisr. aorft.'
of the cross, tncludlng thc swastlka, exlst as €ymbols
and olnanents in the la-nd betveen the Rlvers. In the
latter pa.rt of the ,rd nlllenniun the cros6 developg
lnto a fourfooted star or sun, under the lnfluence of
an increasing astral sult. the aun lE alsö deplcted as

a round disc. And the tvro coalesce lnto a third. eoon
the doninant symbol - the sun-whee1, fron the ,rd n111-
enniun BC, generally restlng ln a creBcent noon - the
sJnnbol later adopted by lslani/ fhe conceptlon of the
sun ae the wheel of the eun-god'6 charl,ot, which under-
lles the cakravartln iqeology of lndla, has lts orlgine
quite clearly ilt l,lrsopotamla. Hcre the !u1er officlally
ca11s hlmself "my eun"T certallll-y lnplylng the wheel of
11ght and domj.nation, ro11iüg up to the cnd of dlrections
On the other hand, ln the way of paln, on the road of
the charlot"4l ls an aphorl€n for the la-nd of the dead.
with the'thariotrr probably referrlng to the charlots
found ln the tonbs of the early Suncllan kings at flsh
and Urlr,f placed there ln the belicf that the kinga vould
be able to use then for donlnatlon ln th€ land of the
dead ae In that of the 11vlne.

riaylng treated now of the human centre of the
univerae, the unlversal ruler, we proceed vrlth the other
notions of centrisn in Indlan thought. The geographtcal
centra of the world ls - cf the Chlnese rnaterlala above -
the world nountain, the heavenly pcat, Meru to the Indl_
ans. In the na++ala repreaentatloDs of the unlverse thl,s
central poi.nt is a1ao, telltngly, called the " palace,,ll)
we consult I'the platr of royal pal,aces ln tha East. l'or
these, accordlng to the l,ileaopotarlan scheme, repreaent
the v'orld rotatlng lound an ax16 whlch is the throne of
the kllg and 16 idcntlfled, ideall.y, wlth the central
mountain of the universe or wlth thc pol6 Star, the ln_
nobtl.c plvot on whlch all turns," Itorcover, "not only
royal palacee but ordinarTf dr,re11t*" were, origlnally, a
auperflcles traneforned lnto a centrq through whlch the
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axls nrulrdl ran and so put the lnhabltanto lnto contact with
the threc spheles of exlstence, the subterranear, the neölart
aDd tlr'r supc|lor'.. lhls took !rlr,co wlt6n tht pl4nerr wet'c rup-
tured blr the axis of thr wo!1d being ea€l.cally transported
into the qvelltng. lhus ln the tent of thc shephqrde of
central Asla, and cettainly of the carlleet ubetans' the
hole at the top through wllich the smoAe pasaes correspondg
wlth the 'orlfice'of the sky, the Pole Star, ln a cosnic
Eystem thought of as a glgantic tent,'fll We nay add that
here 1e the background to a contemporarJr Indian .trailition
on houae bul-1dtng. -tsefore conmenclng, the'bgtrologere are
con€u1ted; thereupon the naaon sharpena a polc and thrxrsts
tt lnto th" glound at prcci8cLy that Bpot whlch has been
ascertainod hr the astrologer€ €o that the head of the auü-
terralran serpeÄt be firDly helal tn placelt (rhl6 Berpen!
we sball- presently acqualnt ouraelveE t{lth, alorg nltb the
pole, Even tne glgantlc tent 1s of anctcnt (lr6qf orfgfulq

the centre of thc nalldala 1E deocrlbed as follovs
in a text of the Jal! rellgloü, a very anclent fal'th 8ti11
flourishing ln Indla: fne rneditator ta to lnaglne a gr€at
notionless ocean of nilk, in the n1ddla of vhich i8 v18ua1-

i.zed a lotus-f1owe! as large ae tne JanbudvLpa (i.e. our'
the central, coltinent on earth,l . fhls lotu6 ltas a thousand

gotd-Gs petals and lts perlcslp rlaes up llke a nountain of
go1d. The neoitator should think of hl'nself aa seated on a

throne on the peak of thlB mountaln arld aE complete lraater

of his pa86ion5. Tnus ne 18i Ldeally' trmsportc'l up upon

the peak of exlstence' whcre he tluot work to free hinsclf
lron kaxna (the s!e11 of this nundalre 11fc,' so that hc can

rleapror to the plane of ntrvalgl")

The saa of ntlk (oeanlng thc "t'atcr" ' or nllk' of

flleJ, tne thxone' the "goldell or luolnous mountaln-of-

tne-wor1d (the " heavenly paak' of the Chlnes€/' thc lotus'
cverr the lnystlcal plltrc of nlrvs+a "aoove' nuns]l karnlc

exlstsnce, all are sprung fron a forelgn seed - tnouEln r-n

the llldlan l,omb, proouclng otfsprlng t'lth the qefluite
j,npxlnt of Inoian thought and wey8'



"In India, the lotus haa been regarded as
expresslng a twofold slrllbolism," a Eodern scholar notes.
"fhe fir6t denotes creatlaDn in its wldeat sen€e, generated
fron the xln'inordlal seed of the coollic watere, as Ln the
nyth of Srahma r1€ing fron the navel of Narayana lying upon
those waters, The lotus is the earth ltself on those sarre

\,iaters.. and the prop of the unlverserr , The secotld neaning
of the lotus is the other plane of existence"rthich reveals
itself ln the centre of the lnysterloue €pace in the depths
of the heart" tl-lrough arleap of consciousnes€. [he attain-
nent of this mysteriou€ centre is.nlrvatra; and ths,carttre
ls ' the stlllest ölace on earth"9/

"fn the spaca that is wlthLa thc heart lies tbe
tord of Al1, the Rul er of the univer€e' the Klng of the
Unlverse," says one upanlaad, while another lnslsts:
"],lke unto the extent d apace j.s thc Yold. wltbln the
heart. l{eaven and earth are in lt. Agnl and VeJru ' Eun and

noon. llkewi.ise the stars and lightnlng and all- other things
whlsh exist in the unLverse and all that whi ch doe€ not
exiet, all exists in that voiil."'rl (A very f,ul1 void; yet
we are renlnoeo of tne centre of ilte ea.rth as belng without
ecnoes and shadows - lndtcating: wlthout dl8tance8., This

centre, then, is not envisa€ed as an ext et'ld ed two- or three-
cinenaiouaL !ärt of space but as a polnt. And th18 luniu-
ous polnt of consciousnes8 nay be likeaed to' agaln' tbe
hub of a wheel, frotn wnlch 6treat! forth the psychlc powers:

'As all epokes are connected wlth both the hub and the rim'
so all creatures, all gods' all worlds' all organ6 are
bound together in that soul.* The spokes in turn nay be

i.dentifled with the rays of the sun,o,l

1n the na++ala 'psycho coslllogranr"!)the origitral
liesopotamian components are redefined according to the
need8 of the lndlar ny6ttc' yet otl'U ldentlflebla'
llhe naJor' mludle pelt o! ths lra+qela 18 occulled by a
square, Outside it ä-r e eight 'lgraveyards" (interpreted as

aue-inspiring places in lndta for neditatlon)' or eight
"paradl€es" - each gqulpped wlth lts o!,n nountain in th'
niddle, its own tree a-nd cool' perfutrqil river or lake; thc

40
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tree of such a paradise cha^ract erie ti ca1ly gllttens
with gens aro precious stones9 rhese paradl.aes \or
alternatlvely graveyardg./ recall the peripheral contlnent
surrounding the great central conti.nent accordirlg to the
Indlef} and, u1ti.riately, the Babylonlar world w1ew. The
gquare represents, af}d 1s called, ae t'e haye sa1d. a.

palace. In the niddl,e of cach of the four sides a gate
opens in the form of a T (cf our Chineae rnirxor abo]Ie: ).
The oide6 \!talls./ axe surnounted by a balcony decorated
ltith lotus flowere; herg trees of Paradise riee up fron
va.ses containing the Water of life. A line bisecting
the "palace' and nand-ala synboLizc€ nount Men_r - arcr lne

"TspLn€ll colunn ol nan'(a thene we ehal1 entär upon belowj.
I'inal1y, the cerorqony p€xforned ln.a.na+Ea1a is-a ,'coro-
natlon" , a royal baptlan.

"The synbolj-on is clear'!, ae others have noted
already. IIt iE derlved,. froE the llesopotanlarl zikEu-
Ig!, whlcb wa6 also a cosnogrann of the unj.verse..',:9
0x we nay simply say: -EasicE of Indiar! culture, inclual-
ing the mandale, go back upon MeEopotanlan ideas. Anothe
instance 1s the stupa (and the related topa and dagoba.l ,
tlr@tcharacteristic reliquiary or grave nonunent. This is
a tafl,-round nound - deplctirg ln reality a navel of the
eartnzl surrDounteo by a 6hort p11lar and capltal; fhe
base of the 6tupa nay often be square. The tenples at
Sartcni and Anaräyati in 1ndla, fron the let a/Id early ,rd
century Al, have relief€ showj-lrg stupas/ topes/ dago bas -
in assoelation with a serpcnt, represented as belng
inside or, ln one case, slung around on the outslde of,
the stupa. ln anotber case the serpent Is guardlan of,
ano beneatn, a lree of ltfe ri€iqg up r.ithin the etupaii)

The llquld of the f,ree of llfe is descrlbe(L as a
whlte ano cool arbrosla. Now the Satskrit word nirväana
in fact means, approxiuately, .cool"r7 the way up to
thie vre11-nign inattalnable stage of Eod ltä.tlöt]f t S,.terllled
the rladderr or rstalrsrof the secrat of ü}Ie serient-. . -. .rt)Kund al ini;-'whon L/e 6hall ueet aoon. The oerpent l6
i'secret", i.e. below-surface,, subterranean, sub1lmina1.
And the ''€ta.irs" or 'ladder',4- cf the heavenLy l-adder of
Jacob'6 drean in our Bible - are takcn frgn the tlggurat.
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These gd.gantlc edlfices of Babyfonla origlnally
had flye.but latcr.ön.eeven oftehl cpiiallfng dtoreyB up
to the top, This evtdertly eynbollu"s the seven plane-
tary dcltle6 of the labylonlans, bcqueathing to po€terlty
the conceptlon of the acven heavcne.&/ Wher" do we reflnal
th18 Babylonian th"ne? Ilr a tradltion on I'lount l,leru -
cllnchlng the argunent for lts d.erlvation fron the
Babylonian cosnologr. fn the satr6 wlse that rnlero- and
lnac]rocoetnos nlrror cach other ln the navcl-altar-world-
rnountaln conceptlon, we find th" Mcru pcrfornlng a
nlcro-nacro functlon ln Hindu traditlon: For llount Mer!.
to the cont emplatlon- orlented Inatian8, ls ln fact an
imagc of the splnaI colunn, I{enralalala. Through the
body run a ve4' gr.et nunber of ho1low passag.s, velns, .

caplllarlcs (cf thc lranlan .vlew of th. earth arta waterll
the train one however belng the one that runs up the
splnal column. The Lnslde of thc spinal colunn ls
descri.bcd as hoLlow and doubly lhtathsal, l-lke a plant
(or the passageway for thc sap wlthln a trec). In the
bottom plt of this hollow dwe118 thc rerpent polrer,
KuUdallnT:

KuDdala neans coLled. lhe povrcr is the Srddcss(devt) Ku4da1lnf, or that lrhich ls col1ed; for He:r form
if-ttrat of a colled and sleeplng aerpent in the lowest
boallly centre. at the base of the 8ptna1 column, untll.,
she ls aroused in that Yoga \,/hich ls naned efter Her,t9

There are seven stages abova one another' cf tbe
seven stages of the zlggurat: alx centres, ca11ed lotus-
es or cakrls, throußh whlch the serpent-power rnay rl€e
(correepondlng to the Fphel baie; thb ur'blc: r!61ot1i.
tb! nävetr; the hcart, thc thToat alrd a polnt beti4'ecn

the eyebrou's - popularly known aa "th" thlrd eyc"), and

the well-nlgh lnatta!"nablc " Thouaanal-petalled lotu8" on

the top of the head., thc ultinate a1[! libaration frotn

the bonils of the natural vrorlal' a statc beyonal nlnd.
whlch lE a part of natule (elc).

In this flnal nctanorphosls lnto the hunan boily'
that sane oltt baslc aynbol'lsltt 1a neYeltheless patentfy



enough pre3r.nt, Th. I otrr!
$uPPlantB, or reprecrnta,
the cosmologlcal Trec of
Llfe - as lt does ln Egypt,
Phoenlola and even Assyria
(due to Egyptlan inftu"ncee #
in alL these cases, lt i€
not sinply a lotus, but a

lotus on th. top of a long
pttrar?, To the Htndus thc
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" lhousand -petall ed '],otus,' (the oJrnbolic iollige-llk,
haiT of the yogl) ls thc alense, rlch follage attrlbutcd
to the lree of f.lfe by a1l sources. Thc eplnal colunn
ls it8 trunk (cf thc lree of T,tfe poltrayed. as a paln_
tree ln Aesyrlar'rhich Btriklngly Gvokes thc ldca of a
splne - and most probably dld evoke this idea in the
Hlndus). Flnally, of cou.rse, the €erpent is the ground_
swe11 so to speak, of llclopotanlan coaDologr _ re€lding
in the plt or sprlng at the basc of thc lrce of llf..

the appcllatlon ,'thc colleal oae', j.s inallcatlve
enough. In the lovcst ggklg o, lotus KundallnL Ls repres_
entcd as coiled three and a half tlEcr rounal an. braöt
phallus - in exactly the sane way that the acrpent lB
wound, irllo three anil a half tllree, arounal the navel
a.t Delphl as well ae that of tetrai?Witn the Hindu cutt
of the goal diva's phallue, rhe substltution of a phalLus
for the navel-pil1ar of Uesopotarnia ls understandable; yet
the orlginal is also found: Ihe goal vlehnu nay be porrray_
ed a6 sittlng withln the serpent Kulralalini, B coils and con_
tenplattng the lotus on a long stalk Lasulng from Vlshnu,s
navel!,/The lle€opotaulan ,'wortd serpent,, is always colledg
the Ocean ls envioaged a6 thls serpcnt; anal the ztggurats
are apiral-wound too - nost clearly acen ln that nonunen_
tal round mi-naret of ca g5O Al stl11 etand.tng out8lde the
rulns of the caliphal nosoue anal palacc at Sanarra, <fr6q.
The nane, stlll today, Ls U/))l ,ithe p:LeC, y&ere aome_
thlng ls coilcd up" - and the serpcat whi-ch ls wounal uD
under the Ka(ba, around thr world, and around God,s
thlone, ls characterlzeal by the sane vertrr:Jlb col1 up,r.jg)It is a foundatlon of the wolld, and cvcr 'glltterlng,
brlluantly ltgbt (as the gltttertng aca), 93 now the
Hlnalu d eacrlptlon:

llke the splral of the conch_Ehell. Hersn1nlng snake-llke forn goes three anal a hali. tln.sround Slva, and Her luatie re aB ihäI-oi ä-;;r;il"tflash. of_young_strong ttghtnlng. t{Jr r"""t-,;";i"rE llKe tne 1ndlstlnct hum of €l,rarns of loye_mad bee8.she_1lroituces netoatloua poelly.. Äna aii oirrer'ää"iöirt:.orr"rn pro€e or verEe.. ft ls She who malntalns all bälngn "rthe world by neans of tnaptratlon 
"rra iipir"ifon,';ä" "'

.snln.6 rn the cavlty of the root Lotus llke a chain of



bTtlllant Ughts. /She ls thc receptacle of tbat
continuous etrean of ambrosla whlch f1ow8 fron the
Rternal Bllss. Bv Her radiance lt ts that the wholeof thi6 Universe ä-nd thls Caulalron le lllunlnated.tr)

VIe now are ln a position to understand how
the elcnents ol lotus, navsL, nountaln, eternal b1tss,
serpent, (spinat) colunn, strcan of anbroala, brilLlan!
luatre, foundatlon of the rrorld, anal tree. coulal be estab-
liehed as lnter-Iilentt flab1e, or closely assoclated, ln
Hlnalulsn. Hov f,or lnetance, wbcn wc havc cone to know
nount Mcru, the Rgreda neverthelcas can aay:

Ithat now waa tb,a uood-natter, what was the tree
out of whlch they congtructcal the ?reaven
anil thc earth, thc stablG, lnperlshablo, eteraal?

l{hat now waa the wooal-natter, what waE the trec
out of wblch they conetruotcal heaven sItd earth,
you 8.!.r, regcarch it ln ths aplrlt,
that r,rhl ch, rustalülng it,
safeguarals all belngs, 9,

of courae all the above eleoents Just g!gq! have
arl.sen Ln lnillan ninds Lndependently of any lnfluence fron
I"lesopotanla, throretlcally; or rather' any 9!e of thcn
rni.ght have. But'the speclflcltv of thele concepts in con-
blnation wlth their nutual rrl.ationBhlp aleflnltely be1les
such assunptlons. Clearly' the oliler and nore advanced
culture of I'lesopotania lnprcssed ltself upon the Aryan
lnvadcrs of the subcontinent - to 6uch an extent that 6ti11
today rireruda'ala ls the word for the splnal column. Anal

u'hat now of the nane l4eru Ltself? Tt has lro convincing
Hlndu or Sanskrlt etynol-ogy, nor anv connection wlth the
North East lranlan clty-name llerv, Suffice lt to say that
Sumerlan was retained, both the language and the name,

as Bomethlng sacred. i.". prlestly, ileep lnto Babylonlan
("Akkadlanü, Semitic) ti,mcs, after the Sunerlans aa an

cthnic-ling).ristic group dtsappeared around 1800 Bc; and

that tb€ ful1er-forn najle of lilount lilcrrr ls - Suneru.
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{. EARIY IRA IAN UNMRSATISM

Even nore pronouneedl,y unlver6alis t- expangionl si
than the Indian berltage Is the lranlan. A He1leni8t
Syrian author avers that the suprene goalheads of thc
I]ranlana are time and space,/ Ho has in nlnil Zrran
akar&na, "the tlne wt thout bounalarlea-; and IBgg4!,
"the spaco without boundarlcsi. Thus, accordlng to ?ar81
scrlpture, "the Creator Ahura Mazda created the ,torld..
out of hls olrr l1ght anal to the Joyful cry of the ltne
wlthout boundarles. llence the !.inc wltlrout boundarle€ ts
!'lthout age, wlthout aleath, vrlthout affllctlon, wlthout
thir8t, wlthout problcn!, and unto eternlty no-one can
rob her or of hla owü ntght renale" her poverleas.h Thus

too, both Ahura Mazda enil his evll counterpart Angro
Mair\yus were felt to have been cTcat"d by the llue
without bounilarLee.9 gharactelt stlcally of Iranlan
thought, she ls Baid to onjoy ldotrlnatlon". wlth her
cognomen I'Ihe 01d'Oner' Ehe hae bean thought to be ldentL-
ca1 wlth Baal "The 01d one", "!he 01d of .Dalrs,' of Babyl-
onla. On the othü haüal the Spaoc rt.tbout bounAarl.r 

i
waa alt.rnstlvc1y kro$n, it seclr, ar glDlhr anal SrEur, j
referrlng to the heavenly sphere (cf the word Si.plhr) _ a

with lvau8 being related to Drropcen Deus, Zausp

Withln Ttne and Space arc trro contendlng
forcea: thc Itnendlng absolute light, and the Unending
abgolute darkneea. The representattves ol theee ar6,
Teapectively, Ahura lilazda (the good Creator), and Angro
MainJrus (the evll Creator), lrho load an atoy ol ango16
and good spirlts anil an arny of denons and bad splrlts
ln theix cosnlc battlc for hegenony. A6 against thc
Chlnese. and partly the Inalien, ideal of harrdony, this
besp&ks a warrlor ethos. And thers are no lintta to
the battle, in vrhich stara and plansts too take part.'
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In contraat to the Chinese, arrd ouite llkoth€ Indlan €ysten, the rranian vlev of the worrd ll one .rJ

of centre and periphery. The orltelnoEt conponent Ln thignythical geography ls a !1ng of nountalns ..gtrdllng theearth{. ThiB t6 ca1led the -fiara Berazaiül by the lrantane,lokaloka by the Hlndus. fnalde the nountain_chain ts theocean - aulloundlng seyen contlnentg. Of the6e, alx are
known by nane only to the lranlan8 and HLndus allke. and
a]re thought of ae lnacceaalble. The nldalle contlnent, alldthe blggest of the 6cven, 1s called Qantratha by theIranlan6 and Jambudvlpa by the f[ndus. The ccntre of thlscontlnent le a l||1959" nountaln reaching lnto heaven,
called gekat-i daltlk by the lrerlaüa, Mcru by the Htndus.
'Ihough located in the "nlalitlc of the worlall,, tt ts thought
of as lyj.ng 1n the north by both flantana aud Hlndua. Thic
ie the abode of the blcssed, where perfect bllss 8nd lone_evlty rrlGn.

In ühe spring Arilvl-gur.a grows the TrcG ofllfe, the lrhite Haona of tbe lranlans. Ihe sane tree ts
knov,,n by the Htndus under tb.e Inallan forn o, the na.De,
Sona. the sprlng of llfe ls llkewlse evldently found
upon nount lleru - thougb Sona ls not erple€aly locatizaal.
Ae the Indtan Rgveda (146, 19-22) tnforms uer

fwo blrds..elt.upon thc eame tree, the on6
.eats th€ sweet flgs, the othar watohes wftfroui caifng.y.hcq? !h,c wlnged one! unocaeln-gty prat r"-iüa-orilü"e or
_the drlnk of inmortafity, thitü;; ni"tt, tnr- Loia--;i-tr,"rlnivela., the protector-ör the vorld, 'tfrä-wiä"-oil, 

pr"oear9l ll" schoLar. upon lrhlch trpe iirä ;;;:;;;ü;-ürrdgallght -and v/eight lt do!,n, upon the boulhe oi-iüi"i, tn"
:y::!-flC" are, theif 

. -say: the one who äoee not know the
r, alner cannot reach then.

All conneatarlea to ceneals conpare thc Trse
of llfe of the Jewi8h and Uhristlan traditlon wlth the haomaof the franians J/ fndeed, our paradlse reproduces the notions
founil ia both Iranlan anal IndLan cosnologr. yet whllc
haona/sona ls a celtraf concept in thls cosnologrr the Tree
of life ls characterl stlcally nentloneA only ln thla one
isolated lnatarce ln the Old lseta.tnant, and left unerplaln€d.
I{oreoverr'whcrceahao!a/3o!ä1s&ÄlrIacb1ee!1n6tom'

.i.

q
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glvlag hln tnnortauty,/longryl ty aad l,.ttlng hln bror god
("the Father" above), the O1d testa.nent vt"ws the []ee of
Life wltlr anlnoelty, aa a potentlal threat to God lf nan were
to enJoy it. 'lhe conclualon lnposes ltself: The Tree of
Ilfe waa so fanillar a concept to the anclent Hebrawe, yet
also fclt to be ao allen and lnlmloal to other, nore baaic
Judaic teachlnge, that lt had to bc tntloduced - aad neutral-
tzad.. As wlth the four rlvera of ?araillse, the Hlndus iuel8t
that fron nount l4e!u f1ow tour world rivera. lhe lranlans
belleve that fron thc Ardvl-9ura sprlng atld lta Tree of
l,lfe on the world rüountain flow two_ rttcla - olre eastvard
(the llehna, o! Indus), oac weatv.'ard (at. ltt. outlet known as
the lllle).t) If one folloveal thcse rlv€!! to thelr aource
one would reactr, accordtng to the Iranlen llterary sourcea
the Avesta and the oundahaJn, the Hara berozaLti $.orld
nountaln anal lts sprillg ot llfe, tree of Llfe, pared.l€e.
In addltlon, there are two other gr€?t.,rlvers r the Drphlates
and the 1lgrls. I.e. all ln all, four. Now Je.!^'lsh, ChltB-
tlan and I'lusllm tradltlon say, In the way of the .lolätt
frallans, that by followlng thc four worlat rlvera upstrea!,
one w111 flnd (tlre terrestrlal) pareaüse - yet to prevenr
this God has nade then flory part of the vay undcrground.
Thls, ae lt happen8, ls the lranlan conccpttoD: Jusü, as all
l[ountalns are connected underground and rae11y are slnply
off€hoqt8 of one slnglc world nountaln (the Hara lerezrlti)
all water too ls ono, llovlng overground and underground _
wlth thc earth as lt vcre a sponge.,) Ihus the tour world
rlvera (and not [erely t]rc two) are connected.

In 1te ocntrJp.rlphstt;tnrcturlDg of thc
world lranlan tradltlon also Bpeaks of the ..navel of the
watera"'r. Conver€ely, thc central lJorlal trlountaln vrl,th World
lree atop was certalnly consldereal thc link, or nav€1. bet-
reen thie world and heaven. Cf e yakut Slbettan tale of our
daya -.. bearlng ln ninal that Tranlans havc.ioan.d the .vihole
bcaxtLaDal. o! Asia;.a6 r.oEsds (Scythlans and Sarnatlan6 ) anal
as merchants (Sogdlans): "Above thc wldc, notlonlcss deep,
under the nine spheres and the seven atoreys of hcayen, ar
the most celrtra1 place, the narel of the earth, earth,s
sttllest p:,acc, whers tha noon dors trot ran" atrd thc eun .;



hdoss not aet, wherr otcrnal sunnor rcl8nE and the ouckoo

calls unceasinS, there the Whlte Youth found hlnself."
Ano hcre the whlte Youth, who le the Fltst Man, seca e fofty
h111 ano upon 1t a nlglrty t!ce. The tlcc roae abore the
ecven storeys of heaven and wa€ the hor€e-stakc of the
euprene god. fhe eap and resin of the tree glTe to the ag€ü

and tlred their youth oncc itorc. '.[he roots of the t"ee
reach the underrr'or1d. Water bubblcs forth perpetually froE
beneatn lta root€r and le tlle everlastlng uater of llfe.
lh6 peopleE of the Altal Dountalne llkew1Be te11 of'a glgan-
tlc flr trec whlch grow8 ln the navcl ol the carth' ln the
central polnt, the hlghest of all treos on earth' lts top
reachlng to the houEe of" the supreEe delty. tne tree
sterds, th"!r tay' ln ttrr Xortn.t) .l

In the tree atrc118 e splrlt, r ,r."y "n"i"r,t '
goddcast [rho]rn by her having snow-whltc halr/ she gtves

the Whlte Youth of the rater of l1fc and salYatlon. ShG

ha6 larga, pendant örsastr. In othar atorlcs c Yakuts

and other Slberian trlbcs there ls upon a heaYen-hlgh rnoun-

tain of thc North a lÄla of nllk. Thls laEe of ltlIk ls 16-

found 1!r itlndu bcllcfe co'Icernlng nount Mrru ln th' far
Ll

north of the v,orld.P/ And ot coulrG thr sona/haoma drlpptng
fron the lranlan and Hlndu trer of 1lfr i! wblta. Uho 18

this wonan dei.ty? Wc may aasert that rho an€wers th€ quest-

lon of who another fenalc delty .1s: tr'lvlgllra Anähtta'

the personlficatlon of thc water (of lifs, streanlng out

fron the Deak Hukalvya to the Vdurukasha occan' a wonan witl
| -_ -lalgq, pcndant brcaetel/ In all probablllty shc 18 an

Iranlan contlnuatlon ol th" Sunerlan Mothe!-Goddc€e' " $leen

of h"aven'r, a]ao callcd "Qucen of th€ carth nountaln",

"Quern, the wonbn ' "Quecn who allots the fatcs"'- end "the
purc Quecn" l9which happene to be the ücantng of ArdvfgEla

Anählta i') In the Yakut tale shc cncrgca fron the tree only '
to h€r valst. In thc sunerlan verglon sha 13 barc-brea8ted'
hcr !8t41 t! placca ln a -walst-benil; tlor bcr walsü-banil

to ttrr iötos cbe 1r covciö Ytth 4flc! iitc a serrcat". ' 
i

thie deecrlption 1a a 1ater, Aoeyrian one; yot plalnLy she

18 ylliblc aa a !.oEaII only' agaln, to the !,'a18t' the lra
virgln, anal wlth an ryc on the Chf,istlan dogma of the l nacu-

late conceptlon we note that "the-grea-t.aaä ublqult-ous oult
.. . 1:+; l-t+l :' :'''- :r'

:: i



of the virgin Earth-goddess Ln Canaan, Phoonlcla and Syrla
a€cns to havc been qntlrcly borrowrd fron Sabylonta" 1{,)

As . to,:Ear:lowrr-perta Ecrpantine natutc (cf the €erpcnt a€

rcpresentlng the nether, watery-creatlvc part of the Sunerlan
cobnoe;, 1t cainot be a colncldence tbat tho plctograph flrst
useal to wrlte her nane ln Sunerian represctlta a serpent

tat
twinlng on a staffjz Herc agaiD, v'e havc thc navel, or plllar/
pol e. gld tr€e, drd lEG*litDlleal serpent assoclated wltb thö
wonan öf creatlon - cf G"nesls a1so. It co[cs a€ no aurpllse
then, that the Irerlan Ardylgura Anahlta, upou her peak ln
the Hara berezaltl world. nountaLn, 1s a goalilcas of EEceptlon
and blrth. Gn the lrarl'a.o aystcn shc har been furnlsheal

'.rlth a nafa counterpart - who tel-li4gly 18 aseoclataal wlth
the source of the Tlglls upon a nountain of the north, ln
the Caucasus, and who 18 oa]-lqd "the narel of tbe watere"6/. )

From th€ Hara Ba?ezaltl t!..tlta trottb cr,nc,
thc ltantang 'hb1d . :th" Ilrst I'lan, And the fr.rst llaster of
the Wor1d, the Tranlan enperor Feridun a.trnounoes that he 16

aent fron the Hara Ecrezalti, fron the top of the central
mountain. ln order to cl.eanse tne worlc.")'lhe aubscquent

nytbologlcal hlstory of flan conprlses acveral succedsful
or would-be world conouerors - atnong then Qal Khusralt '
vrho from hls dwelllng anong the goas on the uara Serezaitl
t6 fetched down to rulc oü earth'

Indian and Iranlan tradltlon bave the funda-

nentals ln oonnon. !{tft-!, tb.J !1&g B, *- '. r

lnorr th. Dclugc stoqf. ?ht anclcat f'fb-dan !'E1c v'rsion
lE llke the Genesls onel The Babylonlan nNoah" ls naned

Xi8uthros. he ls waxned of the fl'ood beforehand, tolil to take

along frlend8 ard tr1ltrali'' blrds etc ln an Ark' thc vollil 18

lnundateal in the loth Seneretion of, hufianklnq as ln Oenesls'

and the Ark comes to rcat,upon a nountaln ln Arme4lat ae ln
cenesis, (Thls Maeu/Araxat 13 ldontlfled vlth the gekat-l

daitlk peak of the Hara berezalti - 1n A!fienia' or the

caucaaus - by the trarrrare. )'t''rn thr filn'lu Mahabharata lt ls
like,rlae related that Bfahna appeara bcfore the hero llanud

ln ttre gulse of a holnsd ft!h'4 wblch watn€ l'lanu beforehand of

the Flood and goads htn to bulld a shlp that he la to enter

aloBc wlth the Seven Sage8 and the see'l of e1l plant€ alld

i.""i".- inn" se.,.n s"g-ed"re an anclent concept of llesolo-

tarnia. ) In tbe courae of the Flood thc lish carrl" the shlp

I
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to the Hlnalayaa, whenoe Manu descend.a to becone thc
forefather of all nen. Anothe! ver€l.on, ln the Catapatha-
brab.nar.ra, la older .: I'tanu ls convinceal lJr
the horned fish to bul1d a Ehlp, which the flsh carrtes
upon its horn to the nolthern Eountaln, Here the ftsh
oraler€ h1n to fasten the shlp to - a tree, anal to de8cend
fron the mountain as the flood receded. l,lanu now beconea
the forefathex of all later generatlons. In the Vedas
Iilanu is sinply the Fllst Iilani in thc Rgveala therr are
no tlaces, and ln thc Atharvcda only unccrtaln oaes,
of the story of the Flood.

The oldest Iranlan (Parej.) holy book, the Avesta,
tells eubstanttaflv th€ sane ta1e, but ln a cheracterlgt-
lca11y nuald.leal !rev. fhc First Man 1a lntroduceal, along
wlth thet gre6t rqystlcal being "thc natlyc bull,'. whlch
ls thougbt to be preaent ln the lnnards of the earth or
a€ stanallng ln thc Worl,al oc€an and 1n aone way uDholdlng
or connected \,rith the cntire wolld: wo recall th" Babylon-
1an conceotlon of a glant bul1 Eupportlng the world upon
ite hornel/ The ainth ruler of nenklnd_ ls call cal .yina . ;e
refonld in Hindu ae yrna (,'txt;"), irho vlth h1s Blster
Yani ls the flrst palr of hulana, yt!a,8 prccursorr
the elghth ruler, burlee thc aacrcal books ln the g?ounal
uxaler a palace to preserye then fron the conlng Flood _
.Jrlst as tha Babylontan Noah Xleuthroo ato"a. In other ways
too thl,B eighth ruler betrays cl car Babytonl.an orlglnecl
lndlcatlng vhere the Deluge story unalü ylua halls from.

Yina throughout h18 relgn aprcaila happinesg
uDon earth, all hunan8 ale content. Towarals the cna of
h18 relgr. however, th6 Creator Ahura M&zala lnfome hlnthat a destructlvc i,rint6r she,1l aeeall the rrorlil. uLth
ao nuch snow that tnunalatlons woulit aubnerge the placrs
ther6 hltherto cattlc glazcal. Thc Craator counaels hl'n
to feshion a quadralgular pLace, and to brlng lnto lt
the seed of the cattle, the beasta of tractlon arat of nan.
a€ well as the burntng fiTa. Hc r.,aa alsq to fashlon
d.welltngs fo! all the8e belnge in61de Lt, anal to. brlng in
the aeed. of all fooda and all thoBc trees which are the
tallest and nost pleasantly scenteil. Thuo funlsheal,

a
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Ylna 1a to continua wlthln thlo €na1l apäcc, oallcd
rrthc Caralenrr, th6 state of b1168 vhtch hc up tlll then had
glven to the rrorld. In thls Garilen hc and hls asaoclates
llve ln uncnallng llght."

In the Av€Bta therc is p"eacfied anothar, hlgh1y
contraalictory veraion as w€11: Bccauge of the happy state
preyalling under thc long reign of Y1ma, the ruler get€
veln anil proclalns that he alonc beara thc honour fo!
a1l this, denandlng that h18 subJcctt rcvere hln aa a god.
His power consequcntly flles fron hlo (ln th€ shape of a

blral), anal the age of Fhak beglns,

Itov, Fhak,. or Azhls alahata, n 
"ans "ths destructlve

serpent'r, anal as a rnonstrous serpcnt hc 18 port?ayetl.
Hls alonlcl16 accord.lng to the Avesta 18 - Babylon. Hls
purpoae Ls to extcrulnatc thc human !aoc. Iherc are nany

cnbelll8hnents to thls tale whlch 8ur'1y are trl'butc to
the fantasy of lranlan atoryte11rr8, Ec"e' though' the
Flooal ts not rn"ntlonoal.

the third lranlan rerslon ts that of the Sundahegn.

Herc 1n thc early agc of the rrorld, ilurlDg the battlc
between the Creator Ahura llazala anil hls cYl1 countcrpart
Anglo l,4alnJrus the star IlBtrJa send€ e nlghty raln upon the
earth, becau8e Angro MatnJrus hes fl]-1sd tt up wLth harnfu]-
anit cvil oreature€ ' Thcsc ale ilroürc'l' but tha pglgot! ln
their boaties nixes witb the pur. vet.! fron above' naking
the Ocean 8a1ty. Thl-s stor"Jr 18 hrt.a fragnent (vrc are tolal
that tbe Btar has thxee apparltlona ' yet laarn only of two

ln connectlon wlth the ratn-flooaf) i,

All these three lranLan ver8lotl3 ' it wlll bs seen'

recount e. dlfferont aopcct of thc Drluga stor? at w" know

It fron l4eaopotaü1,a. (Ihere ls cven a fourth' The Per€18

of our ttnes. of vthon thc g"eatast oontlngent 1s sooe Tooo

in Inaua, o:pect a nlghty Eatnfall st tbe end of the world

whtch i8 to annihllate all creatlon' vbcreupon Ylna and

hls falthful ones aha1l appear anal populate th. wollil encw)

lhat theae verslon! io part contlaillct each otbcr' a!r'l
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appcar aa Eo dleJolnteal, to qy nlnd 1s ploof that
thsy rcf,lect not one orlglnetty lranlan lcgenat but
half-d.lgested lore fron thelr southwestern nelghbours.

Theae three Yer6ione, v/hich so to Epaak "float,'
freaLy of each othcr, cal"1 to nlnd hov the characterlatics
of one ollglna1 Worlal I'loUntaln lrave conc to be distrlbuted
by tha Iranians upon thrcef)ur €ven fou!, separate mount-
aina, lhough the nountalna of the wo!1d are "rea1ly",
ollglnally, but one noultaLn accoriltng to the lraniaas.
rre h€ar of the peak laerr roachlng up lnto tha l1ght of
eun, moon and stals, thc paak ltukalt'ya vlth tho tree and
sprlng of Llfe, and the paak gekat-t daLttk in the Caucasus
rarlth lts (vertical) brLilg€ of light to heavcn. fndlan
lraaltioa itrrssc! thc one worlil nountaini i.e. that
thls conoeDtlon 1s prcaerved anong tltdt, naJr bc unilerstood
with lcference to tha l{lmalaya range r161ng aa one nountain
ln the aolth. Thc Iranlans, howevcr, net wlth a ruLtltude
of Dountalna, aDal ln connectlon wltb thelr theory of a
di-vl.slon of the norLal into three pol-ltj.ca1 partere f
sinl1a! divlsion of the nountalns nay have aeeneil natural.

Thc two oldeEt velslona above, those of the ATesta,
plalnly contradict cach othe? (thus, in the first ylne
llvee wlthout dyinß ln hl8 caralen, in thc seconat h. ls
hunted dowyr ln the renote parta of the carth anal cxecuted
by Dahak). In addltlon, they add up to a logloally lnco[_
prehensible plcture - Lf we alo not coüprehenal that the
loglc behind 1t orlglnaUy vras that of the Babylonian
story, aa brngl etl by lranlan rebalhers. IhuB, lt Is not
at all clear why, Lf yina createal bllss on earth anat kept
down all- evll (ftrst verelon), he le to be succeedcd bJr
the evil serpcnt of Babylon. Nor why he shoulat ouddenly
becoEe vain 1f hj-6 tule xaa so rlghteou8, or whJr the
people of fran should then accept an evil serpent from
alien Bebylon as thelr ruler ( g666!t6 vcrelon). Int.sre8tlngty
the Eerpcnt cones aftcr, not bcfor|c thc rtsinfall",

The first version, whlcb i6 close to the Bebylonian
orlglnal, wl1l repay adall'tlonel attentLon. The cardcn has
but otte wllldow anal on6 aloor' as the Ark has. and is sorneholt
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transposed fron the world of men to a nountaln ln the
Caucasus. Here the theEes of Ark and paradisLcal nounta.in
coaleacc. The noat intlltutag detall, though, ls thls:
ftre dlvine Garden 1s .ruadrangular _ Just as it 18 ilr
6anesis. fhe lranlan tradltlone on nountairrs elaewhere
say nothlng about the forll of the mountalna, or of the
Uorld llountain (except that lt gonehow encoEpasg.r the
woTld) - natural enough, as the Iranlans b6*tc1d a wide
vartety of mountains. The Hlnatue, though, on thelr low_
lard beneath the Hinalayae, retained tha talea of a quad-
rangle: llount Meru, wlth the gard en of the blest on top,is ouadrangular. Where, prly, are ouadlangles of obvlous
T61€]|aüoe found?

The zlggurats of Babylonia suggcat themscfves.
rrThe tiee-planteal zlggurat at Ur, attach€d to the tcnple
of th. Moon-god, l{annar, no doubt roac, ln the ayc of the
lnagt.ltatlon, to the noon ltsclf. It wa8 tha arttflc1al
inage of the tree-crowu"at nountaln that, ia the later
ehananlst coanolory of A€1a, ascend8 to heaven tn the forn
of the worltl-tree, "rt It te rathe! vlcG v€!aa, and lt tg
not only the tree plantatlon but also the squareness that
18 inportant: The nythlcal Worlal MountaLn wtth four sl.des
is an I'artlflclal lnage', of the zlggurs.t, or nore fuüd.a_
nentally, of l,lesopotanlan aquare brtck bulldlngs. Thuis
the concept of a square Worlal Mountain could conc to co_
exlBt wlth the one8 tcndlng towalalB rounanees olserved ln
nature. Such a vlevr is reproduced 1n e. l3ta.Eaeleya]'
Islanic aource even: "Sone pcopl" iay that thc earth tg
a p1aln cvan rooftop ln tha tou! itiractj,ons of eaat, rreslr
€outh and north.',:tlf thc Worl.at Mountel,n cane to be vLsual-
lzed as ouadrangular, rdlght wc not expect to flnal, eyen.
speCl.Dens of the nonstrously unnatural: the aquare navel?

We do find gouare navcta! Oae such. and the
latest one, ls thc Ka.ba; an earlier one is the iroly Rock
in Jerusalen: a thirA, thc ston" ovcr EVe'6 r€puted grave
in ,.rlddah, af1 three crll"d or ldentlflcd with navelsjU
Irore generall]', alters arc aouare, suppotted by four pillarr
or alabs (snooth stone sldes), ana sJrnbolizc, as wc have
noteal, the World l4ountaln - or navel.

.{
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In the fragnentary Sumerlan verslon fron
the 25rd. century BC the forn of the rworlal Mountaial
ls not glvcn; but the hero of the Dcluge storlr, the
Surerlan Noah, called Zlllsudra, ls glven eternal llfe
there, as the last of the pre€erved fragrnent I makes clear:

Ziusudra the king
Before Er1i1 bowed hie face to the earth.
To lrln he gave llfe 1lke a goal.
An eterual eoul ]lke that of a aod

he beatowed upon h1!!.
At tbat tLne Tlusudra the king,
Naned I Saylour of 1lv1ng th1!tg6

and the eecd. of hunanltyr,
Ttrey caueed to dsel1 in the

lnaccesslbLc uountaln.
fr öä-f, ää-i-f Di t mu n. rr,)

Though later lost 1n nyth, and transposed
to the far north, the orLglnal nodcl of the tlnacceasible
mountain of Dilnunrnay have been anvLaaged as applorinate-
ly equare. In ary caac, nlth the rquare ziggurats BJrnbol-
lzlag the World Mouttaln, there muEt have bäen beuel ln
ite belng cquare, whether or trot tharc was sone origlnal
observatlon ln nature.

GenelElly, then, both funde,uentale and ajuurnber
of trapplngs and detalls of flarlan coa[o1ogy obare:thls
connon orlgln - whlch ls natural rnougb, 1n conslderatlon
of close esrly contacts. The Aesyrlan terts of Shalnan-
eser lII 858-824 BC nentlon Peralans end ltledes (cloee
nortbeln klnsmen of thc Peralene) .tor the fLrst tlne.
Though we should not take at facc valuc the aasertlon of
the hlstorlan Berossua that th6 lvteal.s foundeal a dynasty
1n Babylon 242r-2I9I Bc, tbe country of Anadana nentloned
aa occuplaal aloDg wlth ELan ln an lnlcrlption by liglrt-
Plleser I around 11OO BC nay well atcll8nate the lilcdcs.
The Medcs and Pcralana overthrew tht Assyrlan ülp1re ln
the 8th-?th centullcr BC, aad tbc ?cr61an onpl"e ln thc
6th cane to cxtend to tbe Indus, th].tilack Sea, the Medl-
terralean and llbya. Adoptlng the aolar dlsc of Aesyrl,a
aad. bellef, ln thc 'rflanlng" of royalty for tts o$Er, lt
waa a auoceaaor-atate to allcl,ont Ivlesopotamlan tradltlon.
Helodot clal.u€ that the Medes hail been under Assyrlan
donhatlon for 520 year6 before throwlng lt off.t)

!
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Onc of the lotlona thc ddlstant ttcdest'
srrd lraJrlans at 1ar8e nuat havc approprlated early and
passed on to eveD nore dlstart peoplcs, 1s that of a

worlal centre surrounded by four quarterr and an enclrcllng
ocean:t (Cf under Chlna and Indla abov.., Yct thoügh the
Chi,neae cane to think of the !'rorld aa squarr, thls was not
the Ms6opotanlan vtGw: lhough ths world rdountaln nlght be
square, and thougb there lrcre four I'quailtcrB'r and four. yin..i
atld tba vorl.d trigbt br tlketrbal to a (aguarr) robftop?+h$.
do.e Aol. preclude,'a ] ore ioundrd a,!xd coDprchoaali! .tlo/|l
as-sqll, vlth which vc cotrclude thls chaDtcr.

lhc afflred nap ls
the cld,cst crpre€elon of a
centre-perlphely co rnologr
ever found, as reconatruc-
ted fron a clay tab1.t,

souTEIt dhows the .arth
(repre8ented W the
lnner clrclc) floattng
on the sea (or vater-
abyss ) and su:rround.ed
by " thc 31ttcr Rlver". güfr.or!6N na? oF 'tE4 w&Lt

Beyond thls rlTer are aeven Leaser contlaent8 - or norc
probably sir, as the two contlnents narkcd A and G are
a acholarly suppoBltlon by the 2oth cantury An reconstruc-
tor, who blnsalf ogrücltB.! " tr'ron thlr Sabylonlan co€no-
logy the ?erslane obtalnad thelr lilca of thc scvcn Karah-
vare, of whlch thc €arth ls the central oaa"q We have
seen lt amoag thc Hlndu! ae ws1l. lastly, let us treat
ouraclves to the aa[c ill8covery aeong the Chincse' where,
however, the concaptlon renalncd nalglnal. Wc quote a

(crltlcal) revi-ev of tbe opinioDE of ltuyctt, a aago fro[
tbe atate of chi4 rho flourisbeal aroulal Joo Bc:

Be6ide6 6:h1!ra lth"re ar. otLer coDtlleDtfl eiriLr
to tne spirituai co"iioFnt of the Red Re81on9' - EakiDgfilth
c?rina.l a'total of nilIe cortlEent6, f,bich are the real tso-
cattef line ContlneDt6. Arould each of the8e 16 a ala]-l
enclrcling 6ear so that üeD aÄd beasta canDot pa5e lrol
ö""-iö äoätu..' and theae frtu1e cortlneltt fon one-divL
6ioD aDd nake up one lar€e-cort1lelt. Thtrc. arc I1Bc
?iii"ä"äofrlio."i.t iik; ii'rÄ' -""a äröuac. t'lclr oT!?r-gdae
l;1";;;-;;;-rirc[ lgcorfreÄoe tboa .it thc porat rrcr€
EesYcn and Earth !o€t."t

I
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5. EaRIY qEqrIC ANt mROtIln qrMRSAtISr4

A good que8tioll;.lrurs: How could and dld a
narrow ttlbal re1lgion, tnat of the ancient Ilcbrrwa, cotrc to
spawn the universali€t follow-ups callcd Ohrlstlanlw and Islan?
lhough the three monotheLstie falths are nanl.fe8tly c]-ose kln,
and. chronologlcalLy successor8 and contlnuetlona of eacll other.
there la a world of a dlfference between thc worda of yahwc
and tfroae of Uhrlst o! lfuhaüiad. Is there e good answcr?

Ifi, comnence wlth the concept of the mystloal,
nythlqal centle of the world: fn cenesls Paradlsc wlth its
Tree of lIfe and lts four rlvers branchlng out aclos6 th€ carth
is Located to the east (t.e. of the Hcbrcws ) - wbereas to the
Chinese this Paradise (the Kun-lun.) was located to the veet (i.e.
of the ohlnese); the evldent concluaLon bet_ng that the concept
aroae, a,aal lcfarÄ to, .eone plsc.e.l! between.

Yet not only $ord of thls r^rorld centre was nobile.
so was the worlal centre ltself. ft tE attested not only anong
the rncient Hebrev€ but also among the nearly equally anclent
Grceko: fn the Odyssey of Honer (ca ?OO BC) we neet the goddess
Calypso on an tsland cal1ed "the navcl of the sea"; the 1s1and
1s lrooded, and the goddess 1g the daughter of At]as, ',who knows
the depths of the whole sea and hlnself holats the pillars that
keep earth and sklr apart't llhe goddeas ls burning cedar on a
hearth, and stts by a vlne wlth abundant bunches of grapoe.
Flon her Lasue four srürears, one ln cach dlrcctlon. |lc nay noi,
conpare, as has been doncr/, thls tale wtth an Inol,an on" on the
orlgin of the canges: lhls rlver lssues fron the foot of Nara,
yana, thc qlvlLc raolance that upnolde thc vorld: fron hls loot
lt enters the noon, th6n tha Zoclac, and approachcs nount l[e?u,
whcre a flery wlnd divldes lt lnto four rlTcrs whlch descend
upon the four hlgllest peaks ot lileru and th"nce flof, dov|a tnc
lour slde8 of t|!'e rnountaln and acroaa the contLnentE out to the
ocean at the cardlnal polntr of the conpara.

I
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" There neve! was a Centl,al nenCl of the
aarth nor of the s6a," t}re po"t bbtncnl,des cxclalns aonc
tlne before 5OO iJo - dcnonstratlng that th" b?llef ln such
a oentre exlatad anong t|te Greeke, but also that 1t v/as not
a baslc elenent ln creek oosrdology proper, as lt ckuld öe
douoteo thua. A Pytbagorean author corroboratea the exlatence
of thls concept üü approxinately th. €anc epoch in a fleeting
reference to a certaln Pe11a9 who ls cautioncd ,'at the centla1
naTel of the fair-tree'd Eother',. Tha lethar perlpheral u8e
of the conccpt here, 1f !,c D€ry say so, as a llterary 

"nbe11lsh-nent, agaln lndlcates that a fundan?ntal, dacrosanct ercck
vlcw ls not lnvolycd - and, aa ls wall docunented, th€ pytha-
goreanE ind.eed fetchcd truch of thelr lnsplratlon from
I'4eeopotanla. On thc Greek ualnland Mlletu8 wlth lts oracle
waa held by local patrlotB to be thc c.ntre of the world - ln
rlvalry to O.Lphl. telphl wa8 known as fithe navel of the
carthi' - probably, ln üurn, after the eranplc of ?apho6 on
0yprue: "'lhe nallel of thc earth" nu6t liavö becn connected
wlth the nost fanoua 6hrln" and cult at ?aphos, that of the
Phoonlclan Aphrodl t e/Ästartc P fron thc Phoenlclans the creekg
derlved thelr alphabct and, r.'e nay now naintaln, such notlons
as that of the central nav"1-nountaln: Tbc nonunent to the
Phoenlctan Loodess at ?al)hoo was a cone-Ehaped 6tone, 1.e. a
nlni-rnountaln. The glory of ?hoenlcla, the Lobanon of our
day€, was and lE the rnounteln cedara - wc call to nlnd Calyp-
sto's ceclar flre ln the 0dy88ey. And th" cedar - ol Lebanon,
of the North, held. a very speclal, aacred poEltlon, as we

shall see, to the ruter of ancient Mceo,potanla?

It nsJ be stressed thet the Eore baelc (to the
teller) and the more ntnd- oapt ivatlng (to the llstencr., a

concept was, the easler It nuat hare €pread by traalng
routea. onc such baslc concapt waa that of the trcc-cun-
plllar-cun-nountaln aa the ladlant (or "burning" ) centrc,
navel, of the wor1d. (Trer, plf1ar and rountain are but
nanlfestattons of the aar" ld@i they -can occur all, three
togäth"r, or only two of the$, o" on"."/ To cay they ale lnter-
changeable ls an approxlnatlon; thcy are rea1ly lnter-
ldenttflabl c. )

AB this tre", plllar or nountaln 1a thr €ou"cs of
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(dlvlnei 111e, a nav€l-co?d betlrrsn heavcn and .arth,
the llfe streaning through lt le sooetlnes conyeyed to
nan by a goddeas, the Gleat tqotner/ thus 1n the Yakut
tale lron Slberla a goddcas wlth large treasts encrges tron
the l,orld Tree to suckle and ralae the First lilan. A palnt-
lng 1n the tonb of Thutmosi.s IIl of Egypt (ca tlj)
s horrs the young klng bolng auckled by a fenale breaEt whlch
energes froD a tree. SoEe legend8 of Eastern E\rropc place
the Vlrgln l4ary at the foot of a trer rherc she guidca
destlnlee and glve€ the souLs to drlnk f?on thc well of
life beneath the tnec. And of coura", as has beeo polnt"o
out, th18 baslc notion ls what the 016 Teetancnt ls out to
extlrpate: In Genesia, nan bear€ wonan, not wonan nan - and
whilc nan ls createc before the anlnals, wonan ls createq
after then,i She ls to obey hl!, |ro] ylce versa. 'r ltecausr
thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy t'tfe, and ha6t
eaten of the trec, cursed ls the ground for thy sake.
As Jerenlah aqys, ouoting thle eane Jealous god - and
ghowlng r.ihat notlon he was Jealoue of: ,,lIa€t thou seen
tnat whlch backsllding I8rae1 hath donc? She has gone up
upon every hlgh nountaln and unccr everJr (gr3en,i trce,
ano there playeq the narlot."4

"the l4ycenaean Tree ano P1l1ar uult and ltg
I'ledLterranean }ielatlons" ts a clasElc titlc - the neaaage
belng that fron ca 1500 Bc a cult exlstcd iü M€dlJlc?lanean
and Near Xaatern lands of a pillar a3soclateo wlt}l a trec;
-sonetlneE tne whole pil1ar, o! nolc connonly lt8 uppar
part, ls represehted aa shootlng forth rays of Itght".
Sone Spartan rellefs, tnough Latr (f,lrst c entury B0),
evloently go back uDon anclent antoceoents: a gocdesa

täelen) 18 shown € tancl.ng sti.ffly uprlght aa a colunn,
wrarL!8 a headdress caUcd glgg I whlch perlonns tne firnc-
tlon of the capltal of a plllar"/- we recall. the aaughter
of Atlas \1.e. tne Plllar of tt|e Wo"ld). Tllc nuer as wa

shal1 aee, ls slgnlflcant. Frotr E6rpt belicf ln a plIIar
(lBd, ,ed,/ supportlng tne four quartars of heaven ia alao
attested. A group of cyllnder 8ca1s fron Cyprus 15th-12th
centurles .bc show a navcl Elgn anc a sacred trea? A late
recordl,ng (ith century Ari, relaies how tfre Phoenicl,an clty
of tyre was founded - here tlre gact'ed flanlng tree (wlth
eagle on top and serpent belowl ,. ,

.,
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a.no the navel concept occul. - ano thls nay br connectao
wltn tne woros of .ljzeklcl on the prlnoe of ,Arrer wno

vlslfeo Bqen and v,alkeq up anc doun ln tne n1d9t of tne
flre of tne noly nountaln of Gooi tn tnc )tn celtury Ar)

eourcc tne frlenoly f1re" llkewise,kccp€ to tne üldole of
tne tree". Yet as Sz6klel aaya, 'oy the ttrultltuoe of
tny nercnanolse,. tnou nast alnDed : tne prlnce 18 to oe

ourne(, oestroyeo, oy tne flre. Ihe Phoen.Lclan connectlon -

nranllg thr tra.oc b"tvrccn tha l{rdlterrancen and the lanos
farther eaat, Iilesopotanla ano 0eyond, 1E tnere agaln. Ano
as to tne beyond , there 1€ an Indta! tale on preclscl-y
n"rcnanta conlng to tnc 'lEca of llfe, vltn ,.t6 great
aelpent underncath: lrlr8t, l1ke tnc prlnce of Tyre, tney
oeueflt frorn lt, but getti.ng too naugnty tney are burned
to aanea. 0n tne otner nanor tnla üa?d ltot oc tne aao
oulcone of !!art's contact wltn tnlg ccntral-. d1vlne tree
\aüd/or nountalrr,,. an grlclcnt rllndu ato4r tells of tne
Duüqtra's enllgntennsnt: Hc ls apptoactred oy ttre beat cf
serpetrre , rho -r4for[! ]!!n that ! &('rr!€tlalt i-a6suf !il1t
todätr cBJoy the daalrcc frult' of knol{'leogc, 'thou shalt
aesureoly too4r' becone tbe Duqqtla', whcrcupon 4e takeg soltc

Ixlre grass (i.e. a plant of 1lfel, and slta down to
obtaln perfect knowleoge at tne foot of tne great holy
tree .tl uonfer tne lnvttation of t|le serpent to Eve.

the Juoalc traditlon lB hotrcvgr not only ho6t11e
to thls parcel of ldeaa. 't'he notlon of a ccntral navel
or nountaln ,ras acceptcd lnto Judalsrd - only trat which
anounted to an anlmata chaflenge to God (nameLy the ser-
peat, tne tree, the nothe! godceaa/ was conbattec. irotn
tne acceptance arro the reJectlon snow |Iow powcrful thlg
cosnologlcal packagc was .

fnus the propnet EacklGL (fr,Iz) ncnttons the
navel of the earth, thlnking ploba t of Jeruaalm or of
Palestlne in general: whl1c Joscphuc tcstltles: "In th!
very centre of lt tvlz. Judca:l 18 sttuated Jerusalcn;
wherefore sorne call lt, not wlthout reason, the navcl of
the land.' where 1r the world'a nsvel, latar Jevlah trac-
ltl,on ask8, Lt ls Jeruaalcn . Anotlter tradltlon exp1a1n8:
-The Ho].y one createq the wotld 1lke an enbryo. T,lko thc
en bryo proceeds tYon the navel onwarda, ao God began to
create the world proceeding fron 1tg navel onrerqa aao
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from thcre lt was apread out ln dlffcrent dlrections.

-fn t|le Ola teatanent tne concept of the worlc
centre (or navel/ as tne hlghest nountaln on earth ls.
wnen presenteq aa a Jewlsh Loea, lj.mlte(l to eschatol,ogy:

And lt ehal1 cone to paes ln toe tast dayB that thc
nountaln of Yanwc's house shal1 be eatabllshed ln trle
top of tne mountaina, and Bnal1 be cr.lteo above the
nl11s (lsalan 2,1), In later llterature Jerusalen ls
tne hlghest place on earth 1n lnormaln tlne6 töc3 .lhe
Tenple t6 hlgher tnan tne rc€t of tne lano of I€aegf.r ano
toe lano of .Israef ls nlgher t4an all otner coulrtrtes.tl
'ln],a ooctrlne 1s reproquceo 1n l61aü. Oac traoltlon
attrlmtec to A1i tne Callpn nolqs tnat rrJ €lirsalGm rs
toe nlgnest ot a1l countrlca ano tne nearelt to ncaven$,
otnera nai.Irtaln tnat it i€ 12, rcspectlvely LB, nll cloae.r'
to neaven tnan tlle r€st of the worlo. ln syl!,ac btera_
tu.re aL6o Je.tuaalen Ig thc centre of, t4e caftn: on?
gourqe aaya Llr a gcneral uay !4at tlle cetrtle of t.oc ea.rr 1
Ls gltuateo ntgner tnatr tne four 0uaIter6, w4tle atrotac!
asaerts tnat -raraol.gs really conslgtg of a Dountain
nlgnef tnan ai\y rnountain on eartn,

'fhe navel lnountaln loca wa6 cnaraeterlatlc of tne
Sanarl lans !oo. Alraaqy lr Juog?g 9,57 a nountain near
SAakam (Ger!,zrll, one woulq trdnk., ls tern?q utue navel of
Il1e lat!d-. Arru tn a later ,J owlga trao:-tlon rt !,s r€lateo
tr.laü a rabot 1g lnylleo oy a se[arrlan to pefiorü !r.16
prayara otr llou|lt G"!r.ztn; ne Bske wry, aua t! tolq: bBe-
caUse tt wa€ lrol auone].gsc by::t!e ,ClUg"!.

the sare notlon wae applled to lilekka by tlre Muelltn€
wl.tn cnaracterietlc toleranoe tne tladltlons on J eruaalen
ano tnoae on rvlekka aE ttrc navel of tnc worlo coerlst.
llrus, tne origln of tne c]-ay of tnc apostle of Allao ie
fron tlle navel of tne earrn tn uaple.{/9rn tne riur'a!
fr"kka is tne lnotner of placea", anii tbc r.|rophe! is 1n-
structeo to warn a1l that arc arouns l-t. ln one treoitlo.
tne Ka'oa ls tne naycl of tne eartn,.? wnereag anotner 6r-
patlates i Know that the centre of the earth. accorolnR

,



to a tradltion on tne authority of tna prophet, ls
tne Ka.oa; lt nae the sl,glllficance of tne navel of tne
äartn oeCaUSe of lts rlstng aoove tne leve1 Of tne ear.tn$.
'r-he Prop|ret's wiqow f isha ls repoltcq aa eaylrg: r.ln rlo
placc r ever saw neaven nearer to tlrc ea.rtn tnan r sa$ lt
at nokka.rr Ano a nlgnly slgtriflcant Ts1anl_c v1ev.. lntro-
ouclng an expfanatory kcy, te tne follow!,ng: Tradltlon
aays: Thc Pole atar provea that the Ka(ba j.s the nlghest
sltuatcd terrltorJr; for lt ltea oyc! agalnst the centre
of hcaven.rl Tnls. J.s furtner conmcütad upon, wl.tn glve_away
uneaa incas anü clullalncaa:

l-n tlre centrc of tn18 ooylag part of ieaven (vlz.tnc Great nc?r/ 1s a fLx"o atar wnlci äo"" not--mövi. 
"!totnls ts tne pole star, arouno wnlon 

'irr.- 
Lr"J-Jnä-iil, 

"""rof the stars revolva.' pcople are atraeo that hG who place€hhself opposlte the polc €tar has ät tne Jäc--irnä'tn"

!i:üäi'ü-i{:#+'fäii!i:,'#üE ; in'til'*:; ;:*
:9ncw,lal, out the pole atar -never oocsl tf ,ro"-ii" i,or"star, whlch ls tne csntr:e of neaven, 

"ioüno- "nfii-tn. orrr",alara turn, la above trrr t<a(oa, tnfä räci -prä"lJ"tiär 
"r.teorrcsponoo !r1t|r the oerttr

"""itä'öi-irrä-;ilü:rt"" " " or neav"n l8 nost ltke1v tne

0f courEe aI1 thls talk of Jcmsalan, Gerlzltrlor l'1ekka belng üne nlghe8t epot ort ealth, or untoucheq bytne DqluGc, or dlrectly beneath the lole star, le ruoots!1:
but otl-so-reveaung rubblsä. Iior whcrc waa tne historlcaltelugq - wnlcn deftneo ltne hignest spot on carth{, ano
wnere a cult of the polc s!d'!? wller" wa! tnc or1g1n of a
costtlology reflecteq tn a Je!r16n traattlon tnet r(the oceanguryounils tne worlo as a ,/ault gurlounda a farge pula!.
Allu lnc lvorlA rs plac"o ln ].tg clrcuLar forn oli tne ft!ßof Lcvlaloan.,, .!,or Ieylattratr rrpoü cloggr tn€pecliotr raä aelpent ae.wel1 ae.,€. ,f1sb.. In a.nunbetr.of lsl€nlc tradrltlon8 rt ra eegCrloeo aA Collttrg rtgalf Up arounq tne
Ka(ba, owelltrrg l !-rre p1t bgllcatn tnc I(a( b,a, a_no as Bur_
rounillng 

"tro 
glorifyiug the thr,oAc of Allan.

In Petr€., on the
oesert, sta-rrds a nonunent
1.e. long befors l8lan3 e
a colrlc naycl, two,iit"tcfg

bord.er ol thc syri-art-t4eeopolant ar!
fron aorne ycars before our e!a.
grave nonuDcnt. 1t conaisls 01.

1I! nel.ght anA Alaneter, Eurroulo-

.
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eo Dy a sefpeut !n four clfcleg, wttn au ertolnoua ncao.
A glgantlc .luqo.raugular ltolro olook acrves as tae pcoeata:-.

Unqer tne ro:k suppo:tltSrtnia notrunent ra a large loon
wrtlr üajlo€ f,or tEü -ilatd. '

Golng deeper lnto aatlodü, yc rota oanaatn
,J erusalcn tne Stone ot tne Scrpent (1 Klngs 1,9, aril thc
Sprlng or Source of tne Dragon \ Iehenlah 2,\51 - üra$on
anu serpeut being the sa.ne crsature' baslcally. 'lhls
serpcnt fron below ls worent ppail (2 xtnas 18,4), aau upon
tne €erpent tne power ot tnc klng ls evldently Eroundeq -
ln tne aarnc way tnat, ln l4r811n traoltion, the throne of
Goil, or dod'g nouae t|te Ka( ba, !6 glounoeo upon ano prolec-
te(r by tne serpent of tria woxlo. In Habrew nythology,
th6 {iccan is conceived of as a aerpcnt - cf tne
nidgarcsorn, tnc oceanlc world a erpent, ol the Nor€enen

1a thc Snorri irdoa.

tnGnce guctr notlont' rnd?ra r11 ttra Yarlouq

rnterrelatetl uottorrg drscueseil al)ovt? i,es!:'te tne natural
ter'alency of all wbo apploprrate a forel8rr legetrd 50 makc

it iire:.r ow!r, e.g. $ sayr[g that orrc'6 owD aacred llaoe'
nowever flat, ls tne frl8hesr place ou eartn, tllele are

enough veatiges :'n the above polntlng 1n ono dlrectlon'
'rlÄere ts preserveq an o1o traoltion ln Mu8lln geoglapny'

oegptts the dlverse wanceri'ng navele ol ng$€r local patrio-
tj.sn in Araoy, Palestlne, .Pnoenicla ano Gl:esce: what was

once tseoyloni-a, Akkad, suner, el-so klonn aa f!"sopotanla'
hae alother nane too -9y 'irl.' - !hÖ:Eav!1 of the ea,rth' 0

I{ow then. to take up on th? questl'on at the

begluniag of thls chapttr, ilid unlver6allst ldeas 
'levelopin Christlani.ty, or ln Judaism' Thc encwer ls: They aro€e

ln reactlon to, a[(l undcr th-o lnsptretloa of, tho8' fron
Babylon.and Assyrr.a - yst ln- tha poutlia].. I'stcbologlEal
cltoate of PaI estln?.

one tngredlent thus ls the lileas that shlnc

thlough i"g4 iE th. narltrg o! !tt,.Tanor (frog iglggi'
navel) or the lnelatcncc of i'sahd 48,2 that Mt' Zlon ls

I
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located ln the north, or the traalltlon that the
Itoly Rock of th€ tcnpLa at Jerusalcü lr th. olorest to
both hcavcn and thc vetcr-abyro or nrthrrarorlale- "" *ro
the BattJrlonian one, or Jacob's dream of the hea'enly
leilder, Scveral tlrnes the addres8 1s rrpllcLt evsn, as
ln Ezeklcl ,1 or Dan1"l 4, on thc klng of A8sylla as the
towerl.ng, carth-coyerlng tree of litc, or Isalah 14.
quotlng the king of Babylon. who lE cut down to the
ground.,for tbou hast salil ln thlnc hcart, I wl1l ascend
lnto heayen, I i{111 cralt rV throne above thc atara of
coal: f w111 slt also upon tbe nount ot the congrrgatlon,
ln the sldrs of thc north." yet thr naln thlng, of whlch
thc O1d lcstaqant infoms us, 1e the claln ot As€yrlan and
Babylonlan luLers - and öf the "I,ora ' Ba(al, goal of water
and vegetation - to uti{versal rcvercncc.

The god of thc Hcbrews waa a narrowly tribal goal.
Iet he could'not be of 1es6er statfus eri etaturc than
those wlth whon th€ llcbrcws lrcre closcly acquainted _ 1n
Mesopotanla, Babylonla, Assyrla; ffc,n thclr nrntors the
Iiebrrws approprlated thc conceptlons of c.g. the Crcatlon
anal the Creator. paradise. aral thG Delugc, and these were
grafted onto the 1o!e1 standard typc of dclty of the
Senltlc bcrlouin trlber - of which :rsolnlreences are strll
found ln Arablan culturcr the tllb&1i. atelty ts represented
bv, and thought to alwcll tn8late, a stone or a ohcgt canted
on camel- or horacback ln a speclal lltterf

As to the psychologlcal cltEatr, statehooal anat evcn
nere survlval 1n ?alcsttn" was constantly precarlous: pale_
,gtln? was a thoroughfarc of annics, anal thc questlon of
doon or salyati.on looned largc, Thls was a costnology of
catastrophc. So was Ln aone neaaure the cosnolosr of
thc lile8opotanlans - yet ln the ca€e of thc Jrws thls was
accentuated by these very nentor€ anal tornentora ol thet!s
fron the east. Thc goal of the Jaws t€ a vcry nal.tial god,
a god of annlhllation.

In the dire sltuatton of ?a1esü1nc the cruclal
ouestlon was, ever anal {a1n: how to bchavG ln order !o
Eurvivq? Of cours" therc war! thr 1airg and Co[Dandncnta.
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regulatlng rrlnterna|r behevlour, wtthln thc natlon -
much raülnlacent of the labylonlan ],aw of llanfturabl.
Tet how to behave as a na.tion, ln pcrll? The 01d TcBtarnent
to a gTeat extent ls a rccoral of thc alcbate bctwecn th. two
obvloua partla3: the conpromiscrs, appea€ers, defcatlsts
veraua thoae that ptit thetr trust ln the trlbel goaf,,

fhe perllous sltuatlon of thc J"!tB proaluceil, or
accentuated. two natural be1lefs, lhe flrst was that of
Sin. ) Characterl sti ca11y, whereas ln the Mcsopotanian
veralona tlte Deluge ls rlslteal upon the worli '.. )1y

because the goda are annoycal by the slanour and notse of
hunan overpopulatlon, in the MoaaLc versLon it occurB
becauae of hunan depravlty anal lnlqultJr, ln lattlcular
godlarsness, nan'8 neSlecting to propltlatc ooal and act
as Ee wlshee. Tllts fear of not d.olng re the goils w18h'

of t ncurrlng thelr wrath, ln fact characterlzGB thc
Mesopotanlan attltuale to rellglon, aad. the conccpt of sin
ls well establ tahe6.'." Yet qan could be riShteous ' fulflLl-
ing the p]leecrlbcd offerlngs, llbatlons' sacrlflcea anil
prayers.t/ The Judalc Old Testanent vlcw of hunan nature ls
gfoon.ler, lt seena, b"8lnnlng on the note of the Slnfa1l.

The seconal bellef la the one wlth a unlver8aLlat
lnpllcatlon: the be1lef ln a l{esslah' literauy "the
anointed onc'r. !l:. ttlEn.of olat'' aüä as.

solono, were the uolntcd, and a ncv iuch reilqernl_ng

leaaler waa the eole possible hope. iltrit,* Sebi:'oa

:td iiryrfe- UtI-:eüq4rett invlnctble, tui had ueen annlhl-
lated by the ood of I6rae1, 8o too rrould surely the new

world enplre of the Romans - te11lngly alefLned as the
ncw Babylon. Though Jcws ln Pale€tlnc were hoplng for a

natlonal redemptLon of Palestlnl.an Jrwr' tbelT God ln
tatlng on unlveraal Dol'er oLainante was a universal goal.

The tenslon between the trlbal deity role and

the universalisn lnap{red by contacts ltlth MÖeopotanla

wae resolved in favour of the latter by the carlle8t
Chrt8tlaas, or Lf onc wlU' by the carfiest alevelopment

of Chrl8tianity, The nlssionary connanalrnent ln l'lBt thc\'' 28

I
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conea as an afteTthought: Chrlst ls alcaal, but ha6
appeared to the two llarlas, sqylng thät hls allsclplas are
to meet hln upon a nountaln ln thc north (ln Galilee).
The thene ls eaeily recognlzable: Havlng becone <telfled
and inmortal, he ls now rlpon thc nountaln - prorBlslng the
water of llfe (baptlsE)ltl In Mark 16 the eanrc connand that
the dlsclpfes go to Gelllee Ls glvcn. but thcy cvldentfy
do not bel.lcve, anil he appears to thcn alurlng a ncel ln-
stead, Ln Jeruaalen. Whl1e ln luke 24 he llkewllo appears
during a mcal ln Jeruaalen, wlth no ncntlon of Ca1l1ee.
In all three veralons the illsclples ar" hard to convlncei
and it ls conspicuous that the niEalonary coonanalnett ls
glven after he ia dead, not before.-

Roth the Judalc rrtrtbal' background and the
rqiectlon of Christlarlty by the Jsrs ls palpable ln the
constitution of the Chürch as "thc nrtt Israelrr, Ithat Ls

Detr. yet expl icr,blc oD tbe basls of the o1d, ls the
Chxistian lnsistenc€ that: a) ealvatlon ls indlvldual,
b) EalTation referi t-o the afterllfe, anal c) salvatlol]
is potentlally universal (it can comprlsc all hunans,
and even aLl C"eatlon).

Chrlst illd not preach anong. or direct hlE
lnes6agc to, all Deople6 wlthin reech; nor alid he prsach
a comnon 6a1vat1on of Jcara and non-Jevrs anong the J svrs.
He adaresscd the Jcws and thcl.r sttu€tlon. (Aaa hle
concerar at the outset bcan wlth non-Jcya on e par wlth
Jews, h? r^'ould bE L€b1y haye travell.al and prrech,cal auoDg
SlElaue, Phoenlcl,Jlg, Ronane ctc. or aDong the Jc}rs of
the dlaspora, 6ig. ln Al.xanil?la, }Jh.rc he woulal have
stooit a nruch better ohance of succags than anong tha
particu]-arlst, ehauvLnllt J elr6 wlthtn ?a1cst1ne, )

As all attenpts at refomi[g or redeflnlng
Judalan collectively falLeal, there could only te queation
of ind.lvldual edherence to thle Malslrh - of Jewa enal,
as it turnad. out, increaalngly ol non-Jerr8, As thc.ta8k
of the llcsslah was by alcfinltlon to redcen the Jews, the
indlvliluals vho cl eavoal to Chr16t haal to be, W deflnttlülr,

a
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nenberg of a ncwrrlaraelrr. lhough to u9 thl.s nay
appea! as quite a conccptnel lnnoyatlon, ln the c1lüaFe
of the age it wa6 lesg ao, for two rcaaonE: The new
lsracl (versus the olit) conccpt certainly aroee oilil
when lt becane ngre and nore Blear thaü the Jcws
atuck atubbornly, and lasttngly, to thelr refusal to
acclaln Chr16t, whil.c gentlles anil pagans flockeal to _
hls nana; the ori.ginal enDhasl.B nust have bcen oü:bGE
1o!.giug'!ot to Eonethlng new. but to aoncthtng Israel-
itc (1,a, Jewieh). Moreore!, and contrar? to stereotypes
of thc Jews as excfuslvc, reJacttng all otharsi Ln the
tloaa of ghrlst thart lraa a conllalerabl" atcal of two_way
asalnllatlon: Jelre aaslnlltted., anal l{crc asslnllatral
lnto, Hc1lcn1c culturG; and pa€an! flockcal tö Juatalen.
whlch ln a. nunber of placca engagcd in actlve prosc_
LytLzftg?) The chrlstlans were one J.ry1ah 6ect anong
several othera.

Ch-rlstlan€ aucceedad more than others, aa
wö all knöf; but not because of this nore or leaa
inlrovlaed universallty. (l1ka aU lnplovisatlonsi
thls one too hinged on Dractlcal conalderationa, wc
nay ho1al, yet it also had a deeper basle, facilltatlng
the practical conslderatlona, vl,z. the inpliclt,
Ue3opotanlan-based unlversaflan of Judalsn, thc cxpltctt
uliversallam of the Jevlsh goclhead.) Rather, the unlver_
lif appeal of the negsage was expllcated becauee o; 

-"universal apteal of the nessage. The cult of Juplter
anil other Ronan and non-Ronan itcitlee vas univeraal
enough, but lackeal vhat ghrtsttanlty had: hopc for the
downtroalden. It prontscd a rapid cure of all 111s. and
ln a psyohologically reall8tic way. As the rising of
the l,leaclbces had BhortTl to the Jawr, anal other cxperlen_
cea had ahown to others, ovcrthrowlng the lllght of the
Ronan 

"npire and the local rne,n ol ialqutty coopcratlng
vlth tt waa unrea1lstlc, there rcnaln"al but two possibl_
11tles! Elther }edanDtlon in a firturc b?yond death; or
through the lnterventlon tn history of a povrer stTonter
than the powers that be - t.e. a goal, otronger then the
Ronen anal local rulerg. troops anal al€lti"s _ anal who
coulal be stronger. anal rrhat stronger god coulal be needed,
tlran thc Creator of the ltorld, annlhllator of Babylon
and As3yrla?

I
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fn (and bccause of) the state of
opDreaoion whlch the Jewa of pale8tlne tived ln for
aeveral centurl.es before Clirist. both psychologlcat
safety valves deyeloped - the belicf ln a conlng tlessiah
aa well as belief in redenptto! beyond aleath. (The sa,,re
conbinatidn later evolved withtn fs1an. where the oppreesed
have yearned. for a1-M?hatt. 'tthe Tightly gulaled one" aent bv
God to usher in a righteous nillenniun on earth.)
Chrlstianlty stressed the urgency and lmminence of the
last IEys; lndeeil, the Meeslah had alrcady becn here,
anil wae expected back very soon, in thc lifettne of hts d.lsi
ple8. even - and only those who had hastcned to ready then-
aelves for hie conlng woul-d be savcd. (eulte an lncentll.e
to convetslon. )

Other thaltes doubtle€e also contrLbuted to
both the contents and the wlde acceptabluty of the Chris-
tlan rnessage, FoI one thlng thexe ls the widespread
thene, fron I'Tesopotanla, of the only son of god and goddess-
virgin who dies (is sacrificed) to secure yerdaJrcy, fertll-
ity and bliss lor all creatlon. 1h16 cult of eollective
xedenption through the sacrlficlal deatb of ou.e young man
llin SunErid,n t Liüäf!,tlrre. , occupiee such an inportarlt
posltion that it may be regarded aE the princlpal agpect
of thelr nythology and roliglous beltefs,, lJ Of the sernltlc
pagan cuatons Eusebius writes: .It wa8 the custon a,nong
the anci.ents, irl tlnes of gxeat calamlty, in oxder to pre-
vent the ruin of all, for the rulexs of the clty or nation
to sacrifice to the avengj.ng delties the noet beloved of
thelr chi.ldren as an atonenent.I lhe cult of the sacri-
ficed young god Tannuz, or Accadlan ,utlu-z1, was lntroduced
into the lenp1e at Jeruaalen, Ireklel €ays, 1n his ll-fe-
tine ( early 6th century BC). The na.4€ neans r!faithful son,'
or "Tj.sen €on" - and ls pre€erved in tlrc nonthnarne llannuz
ln the Mlddle Xast. once, in Sumexla, a ylnrng prince
cal1ed Drnuzida pxobably was sacrlficed:

naJr häve
rellgion
nidsunner

The calanlty which instlgated this sacrlfice
been sone irupendlng national dlsaster; ln Sumerlan
it was the death of a god who perlshed annually at
with the withering grass and drying so1l of the
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drought-affli cted Ivlesopotanlan va11ey. One son of adivlnely appointed kj.ng had died for nan, a perpetual
atonement and a sacTiflge to the nercileas powers of theUndeNorld; a perpetual atonenent ln that he returned
each year wlth the returnlng ralns and sprlng sun only todie again ln the torrid head, when the flocks longed forwater, and lamrnuz their shepherd departed again tö the
mournful sound of the shepherd's 1ute.,

one Accadlan praJer open6: 'r0 DurRrzi, lord,
shepherd of Anu,fi and the shepherd of God is juet what
Chrlst l€. A Sunerian hJrmn giyes the woxds of grief of
hi6 nother: "..my lanu..Tlte nother, gu€en who gives life
to the affl1cted.. In tl5r perdttlon, in thy resurr€ction.!
Ihls nother of his ls a virgin, aüd addressed. ae My lady,'
cf the Chrletian ,,Madorma,' - ,'preclsely as Bel, the kirios
of late Greek writers, nay have provlded the ereek Ch{1s-
tlan title Kyrlos Chrlstosu.t9The polat i.e thatrtumuzl
was a nat1 (not a delty) divlnely appolnted, sacrifj.ced by
men, but becaine a god through death. His geneaolory is
important - as in e.g. the cospel according to Matthew.
And he is 'rthe firstborn €on". He is also known as Adoni.
Adonis of the Greeks - Adonai of the Hebrewss2 Sunerian
kings fre4uently proclained thenselves to be sons of the
Yhgin-goddess, and not infrequently assuned. the title
'godtand identified thenselves wlth Duouzli9

Moreover, thlE cult becane the 'rnational" cult of
the Iqabataan Arabs of ?etra, centurles ,befo]ee Jesus of
Nazareth. [}re deity dü-Sarä ("he of the rnountain-ra.trge
sarär') was the offEpräng of the virgln Ka<bu (i.e. Ka(ba)
a.nd only son of rrthe l,ordi . He dies for nanklnd - and hj.s
birthday was grandly celebrated on the 25th of Decenber.
The Ulxgln's synbol is a square "nave1-stone,,; h1s i6 a
prUar uith a aerBent colled arouad.d)

What was n€w thcn, furthcrlng the rJ.Fe of Chrlst-
ianity, was ä concrete hlstorical pci-f;r old f,EEft es in
thc pereon of Jaaus fxon Nazareth, a trtw accentuation ox
errargenent of o1d thcne6, and a propltlous, receptl]Ie
mental climate far beyond Palestlne - for a nessage of
€alvation (1itera11y, anolntnent, 1.e. with the water or 

-_.
off of" rff") through baptl€n (a! anclent Accadlan practicfl

I
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flje anclcnt Senttlc h"rltage, wlth
1ta Sunero-Accedian orlgln, lt,vaF on thr.rrrFh doeth:
through the synbolisn of i.ndivldual d"atb anal lrenurrec-
tion, in Christtanlty aE ln Islan. lhrcl&n tonbs of lmport-
a-nc e have tradlttonally often bcen cquipped. wlth a cupola
- in Arabic qubba, synbol of both heasen and earth aaso-
clated wlth the foxn of a 12y"1 (ornphalos), fndeed, not
only heaven and earth, but alEo thc nethor world, partakes
of this symboll€n: fn the Babylonlan concaptlon we rneet
the navcl of the ltether world. Sone lluslim tonbs are
covcred wlth a square rtoüc b1ock, anal both llu81in and
Chrlstian cereterlqs Elort tornbs wlth a cupola upon four
p111ar#? 1.e. thc san€ ealiflcc as ts found ln churches.
coverLng the altar - whlch, we reca11, ln turn le ar
alclent symbol of the square navel at the oeptrc of the
worldP whlch 18 where we alt lrere, once. when we were
born, on the strength of our navel's Btrlng: Just as we

return, once, to trloth* Earth, the irwiaLblc navel
strlng of culture stlL1 :tourlehes our thoughtel
The cradle of Drropean culture nay havc atootl in
Athene anal Rone, as text-bookg Lnelatr rnil l! other
placee too (a cratllc ls nobile enough); but the
placenta, nourlEhlng our central thoughts, on what
ls central and what le perlpheral, vras thc land
between the lvo RiYere.

Whens? also the royal lnagery of nediavaL fslan:
flThis 9u1!än al-üa1lk a4-?6hir I the noet naJestlc lord,
the wise, the just, the fighter ln the Holy far, the
guardlan of the frdntler, the plLlar of the world and the
Falth, undertook to help the Callphate when there were
fet to help, and sqEttered the infidcl arnles whi dr had
penetrated through the 1and. "9

I



5. onrcrns: l,rosoporAtrran rffrvrRsAtrst{

lhe lenptetldn, accordlng to Sunerlan nythr,l

In the preaentation of
Mesopotamlan c entrL st/unlversali Bt
concept6 throughout the precedlDg
chaptere the pi.llar, ataff, t.ree or
mountain in asso clatlon
wlth a coiled serpent
hae been a recurrent
thene. ft nay be a
questlon of two thenes,
which tend to fuse. one
1€ the aboYe- eaxth serpent
proper,rsynbollc of the gene-
rative ard heafing powers of
the earth, and asooclatod wltb
both the eafth-goddess and her
alylng sonn - anil known to E\rropoano

$

5€{'P€Mr

through the figule of ,Dsculap/Ascl epius wlth htg
"pharnaeist'e staffrr around whlch twlnes a serpent.
]lhs otber, nore threatenlng thene, 1s that of an (under-)
water serp ent !)

eo

I



?he ocean ie conceived of as a serpent in
il:':::.1;:ä"::'::"-"i: 1a,er anons';;-;;;;; 

""'
walru erlrlss r o ere, lne 

" " "11i11",1"""":ff " 
T::;"::: J::; :,.,also 1s ggusqteq wt tn tll

w,ekkan, aanctu"o, rno,*.ni li"ä"li,l;rill l;':"nl;","source Lnneolately unoe" tIIe g"ouno ? In tne r,ullrmtraoltlons toe serpelt i€
rt nas tne neao of 

" n"-aolii""t 
oeo ln a curlous wlse'

xnter -tä, the anclent -dal0/lonlan goa of tnewater-aD"6s urtoerworlq. Arrq "!]cr,a oea-st,, o.r replesenta. _tlve is preclsely a f16n I

neao.,qo'eover, 
"nru 

u"r.ll",l"::;;::;il":j.I].l" :":'::,:-ruary ot -tär. i'4is tnreateld.ng wat6r netnerwoxlq 16calleo Alsu ir! lla qrloüian, tenon in äcorcw traolt1ot, _
wnexe tt 19 aff!.rneo tJrar ,,tne mountallrs ool[ilrate -ie!ron,lest lr rlge alo ltrun<tale tne eat:tn,,.t) wrrere lrr tAe
ancreut il eat. flst was tn6re all gooo xeaaoll l;o fear rdat
tr.|rls uuüenrorlü woulc lise atro i.nulloare tne worlu? Iir
lf.aI uegopotanla - wlrer" tne rlvers, narsneg ano groutro
$,ater eurely gave prlnitlve na4 t4e ine6oapaole lrnpTessiot
iorr toat tAe oottorn layer of existeuse rrag tnis u!rfa!4otn_
able colo r^/e1, oalkrreas. A Syr.iac autno-r. expattales otl
ü!e oegr.tülrrgs Of roe worlu, evokiug tne lrave1 coneep,
oy J-Bplrcatlon: tjc.riptule says: (.ine worl(r was i-nvis_
10fe' Decause of 1.enon wnlcn was gtagnani allu gu]'roullueo
it o[ six 6ides lLke the en bryo whleb ls surrounded by
the neübratles of Lts nothelr'e womb',.{,f The nountalns are
what change this, they are what ls flrst brought forth
by L;od, renolng tehon, naking the cry carth appear ano
gpreao, dence a cult of t4e rnountalns, or in parttcu-
1ar of 'lne Worlq flountal[. thc ccntral flxst nountaln
to pl.erce '1'ehord, from wbere all otner land apreaos and of
wrticn alL otner nountains are rcally out olfshoots.
Thig ls tfle conceptiotr refound ln llaaLarl cosnology.
rn anclent rlesopota lan cosnolog5r tn€ earth 1s seen ae

a nountain, a seni-gfobe or cone - r181ng fron and rooteo
ln tne ApBu/ lenon water aijyes.

fo noaleln hg, weltr ae'to taclent 14do'ryroppans
the vely talea of nlgg.fa4ns rqotld 

't 
BlÄafBthoEabL * väter'

a

boggles the nind. .-Np-t j.sg to,!bf. 9n-O{rnt, r,
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treeopotamlans{ v'ho, as arch@ology has conrirncd'

rea1ly dtd experlence that itorld-effaclng nlghtnare

called the Deluge (and probäb1y a Eerles of minor lnun'lat-

lons too. to keep then pennanently nindful of it)' Ae any-

body i8 aware ' a blrth does not begln wlth the aDpearance

of the navel' Thls nakee sen8e only (and only barely) 1f

the ea.rth is concelved of ae having been pu11ed up out of

the \.iatery womb or abyss by tbe connectlng cord to ltE

creator - which thu6 eurfaces flret' Indeed the Sutnerlan

IUR.AN.KI and the Babylonlan rnalkae talnä u trlitlrn neans

,,the bond of heaven and earth".6) As the ever nore towexlng

nountalna northward of l4esopotanla, culninating in the

Caucasua, were the hlgheBt parts of the carth' it waa here

that the navel had to be. Ihle veneration of the hlghest

mountaln lnust have beön.rgiven a nlghty stlnulus' lf not out-

rlght caused, by the experlence otr those surviving the

neluge: beseechl-ng thelr god6, lleeing for thelr 1lves

to the highest nountaln wlthl'n reach - an'l being save'l'it

Thus the hlghest mountain was really a dlvine
mountaln. 'rThe head of the Deluge soulal reach the heele
of Paradlse only: lt kissed its feet and prostrated itself;
then lt tuxned away in order to c1lnb and to trauple on the
tops of nountains ald h111s."'/ Hence the lnventlon of the
altar: a nlnl-repres e8tat ion of the nountain' upon the top
of whlch the dei-tie6 axe thought to be present - and to
receive offerings. fn Hebrew tradl"tlon, then, not only is
Palestlne hlgher than all lands and Jerusalem the sunmit of
the viorld, the culminatlng point itself ls the dacred rock
or the altar of the tenrple.t,l In a fs.lrudls text the a].tar i9
a tower, whl1e Ln one nidrash it becones the stair of Jacob,
ill a.nother the navel of the worlal. IrI the Rgvcda of the
Hindus the altar is llkewtse ealld-t$ö. näyef of heaven -
one telling indlcation of the early spread of Sabyrlonlan
coanolosr: !'On the navel of heaven the priest of the
sacrlfice hae set hlnself d,own.u lo)

Next, whence the gard en of ?arad.lse, or the
World Tree - and why upon the World Mountain? Ihe obvioue
arsrer ls; Because only the sunnlt of thi.s nountaln was

untouched by the leluge - only what was safeguaraled here
was not dro!.i!.ed. Characteristl salfy, the ship of Noah
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contalned the seeds (or nales and feqales) of ell llvlnc -
h!ld,.qrrälly ol!..r"(JtcrlritlorrllJ., rt liaüdcd upon the one
protrudlng, dlvin€ly safcguarded nountaln bef,ore opcning
up for a ncw lnaenlnatlon of the world. fhe relatlon be-
twecn nountain and. tree of llfe aeetls to be suggcsteal by
tvo lines frorn an 6plc caLled lhe KLng, The Day, The Sheen
of whose Splendour is Far-faneal,rr a perceptlve scholar
notes. Here the goal Ninurta lrscaled the nountain a.!rd

scattered aeeal far anil wldc,/ And. the plents wlth one
accord named hln as thel! RLngl'/ Here, be lt observeil
further, dre not only thc mountaln anat a (royal) tree of
llfe but elso the " frlenally fire" o! g1ox, the bll.Shtrese
of heavenl.y, ilivlne light' that we have encountered before
as 'rke€llng to the nlddlr of the treel or'ln the nLdst of
the nountaln" .

lhe king of Babylon was, when celebxating each

Nev, Year's feetlval, titulated Ninurta. Indeeil' the ancient
I{esopotarlan ruler waa hlmself envlsaged aa the tree or
ptant of ttfe.ly' tne lree of ],lfe te a (or the) baslc rell-
glou6 synbol of ancient Mesopotania, whonce it aa an art
notlf has spread acroEs the worlal. A tr"e of course Ls the
nost €tately repreeentattve of the fertilltt ot-.thc'ea::th, .

especLally when bearlng sweet frult or, ev€n better, all
the aeeals of creatlon. Slnce there ia one World Mountaln
it tB but natural- to envlaage one (rorlil) trec.

In three passages fron Sunerlan royal h)pne the
king ls adtlressecl ae, or ca1ls hlnself, a ceilar. Anä the
most anclent rplc of thc worl-il, that of GllganeBh klng of
the sunerlan clty-state ürEk (present-tl&v werka ln (Iräq).
öf whl ch the olde8t fraSDonts go bact to ca 27OO BC, teUs
how thc bero travela north to the cralar nountaln - the
T ebanon and Antl-T'ebanon langes. No vJonder elqnents of
I{esopotanlan cosnology could and dld. opreail out fron anclent
Phoenicla across the eastern Medlte"ralran! That the cealar
waa eateencd. a€ the trea of royalty ie ilctnonstrated. in
Solono's inelstence on procurlng cedala fron the lebanon
for the buLldlng of the tenple ln Jeruaalen. fhe purpode

of Gilganesh was evldently a ralal on thc orila.r foreats for
bulldtng naterials for a tcraple/palace.

i
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In thc epic Gilganeeh confronta and d€stroys thc
guarallan of thc ceilar fore8t Hunbeba. Th18 belng ls
ldentlfl.d as "the bu11 of heaven'rq yet al8o cquateal irlth
the cadar and the mountai.n then€elvea, and wlth e brlU.leat
glow e]' radiance - whlch fades vhen tbe ceilar ls felled.
lle nay thlnk of the lnprcsslon nade upon a Lowland-dwe1ler
from (IrEq by thc sun-gllttering anows of the lebanese
cedal forcets. Ihls ls the nost probable background to
thcrlr4ys of tighttr wh-leh ln the cplc are 6aial to lssue
fron the great cedarj/anal whlch ve havc found rcproduceal
ln legends on "the friendly firarr o! glow fron thc niddle
of a tree or nountaln. (A source of wate! is al,so mentton-
eil: Before depattlng flon Uruk the hcro gives ac hla
vlsh to flnd and to bathe hls feet ln l{unbaba's tLvet.ft)
In a.a Akkadlar fragDent we hea! ,Ähat Gllganesh ilreaüt on
the slopes of the nountainr that he te thrown dolrn by
thc nountaln, whLch catches hln by hie feet (cf the roots
of a tree), whl1e hie surroundi.ngs becone glowlng trtgntlt'

fn thc tale of ellganesh the mountaln wlth 1t8
tree are somethlng to bc conouereal, orlginaUy a11cn - anal

th. plant and water of 1lfe ar" s ought out Ln oulte anothar
eplaode of the cplc, in another allrectlon, In aubacquent
tlnes the thenes were fuaeal. I brllGve, however, that the
reaeon for the creatlon anil tbe dramatlc popularlty of
the epic of Gilganc6h llce ln lts relatlng hor'r, hlstor-
lca11y, fundanental thcmes of subscquent Meaopotanlan
coanologX were Lntroduccd: Here lB both a revolutlon and

a revelatr.on. tr Hunbabafl ls overtbroinr, and hence ätr'bc
seen aa a prcd"ceasor of Gilgar esh' who takes ove! hle
nou:lta1n-and-trec-of-thc-north-( rbo at r--o f - tfrc- god ltt)
function and pow6r. That the .plc- r,latc8 of a hl8torlcal
personallty, by a wlile nargln the flret ln wotld llteraturq
and that lts thenes arc both scparate (and only later
fuseal) anal geographlcally' historlcaUy etplicable or
erplalnad, ale good indlcatl.ona that th18 ls what we herc
haye: the story of a founallng father of cosmology,

The story of thc Deluge occtrs ln the Gl]ganesh
epic too - ar aa- l,nsertLon, fitrcüilactrat'rwltli*fhr 6thr! thc-
ne6 and the naros of GlLgan.8h. lhts Delug€ occulred around

,950 BC it eeens' before the tlnes of Oll8aneah - whl1c
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another 1s dated at about ,loo BC, aftcr

l/,hlmi-' In rny opinlon lt ls the latter Deluge whlch
neJr hiva. sexved to fuae anal "vertlcallza" thetnra
fo{nd ln the eplc. aLöngridr the horlzoutal vanderlngs
of the hero, to the trebanesc north wlth 1ts ceilara, lnoun_
taln and snow, to the goaldess Sldurl wlth th. lratr!-plant
of llfe at the "confluence of the two watarsrr ln Dresent_
alay southern {req, uith the land of thr Rt66sed ev6n far_
ther to thc souto"4perhape ln ( ürnan f,'/ a vertlcal axls
arlsea, or 1e accentuated, the elcmcnts of whlch l^'e shall
presently explore,

Hero, whose body ls Ehlntng splcndour.
l{ho 1n the foreät of ccaare tä acclaticil wlth Joy,Stalallng ln the oracle-place of Apsu.

thc aalorncil.
Purifled r\'lth sparklLng 1uc tratlon

runa one of tha Sunerlan royaL hJrlllns; an
illustratlon of how thc tlapplngs of royal power d.erlve
fron Gllganesh and hi8 .rplott. Ihls tree ls a8soolateal
with a €tr.eE - anal latcr, nh"n the (royal) tree takae on
the aepect of .not n.rcly a cedar but a trec of llfe, wlth
ü{ln streams:7 Why th16 latter d.evelopDent? Wlth thG
fualon of thene€, whtch two thens€ are hcre fueed? Obvio"s.l
1y, the tree ie fused wLth the orlglral watcr-plant of
llfe at the conflucncc of the two watere (ncanlng elther
the l)rphrates-Tigrls, or the river and the eca),

Where Ls thlB notlon refounal? In franl.an
mytholosr, Upon thc nountain Ard.vl-gula of the north
growe the white haona trcc (of llf e,/lnnortauty) , anal flom
it flow the two world rlvera enconpasslng the tnhablteal
worlil, Thls can hardly be a reaoll-rctlon of the rl]|ers
and nountaina of the lranlans when alvrelllng ln Central
Asla. It rather goes back upon Bawlon - I{cBopotanla,
lltera1ly the inhablteal land between the two rLvers.
(The Iranlan tradition speaks of anothe! trce aa vrell, not
of Lnnortallty büt con-talnt,tlg a;11 sä'öds o.f alL llvtn8, aaü'stärldltrg'ln the middlc of thc Ig!1d Occan, fsrt4iztng the
world;by its ralh-[01.sü€nCal seeda - sugge€tlng that It
reflects the craatLye, paradlatcal aDat dlvine €unntt of
the world nountaln as auboergeal by the DeluAe9

t



So far we have seen how the radiant and paradl6-
ical mountaln-sunmit and tree could coroe to be established ln
Itlesopotanlan (sumerlan Rnal Akkadlan. Rnil later on Rebylonl.rn
and Aseyrlan) cosnology, Yet they are but the mlddlc part
of the woxld navel concept, whlch extend8 higher abore and

deeper be1ow, verticalfy as an axls throughout the unlverae.
As noteal above, not only is there a ceatral nountaln of the
worlal; thc world j.t6elf ls conceiveil of as a nountain
rising out of and rooted in thc water-abyss. Yet the rootg
of the tree too must, as ar\y l4esopota.nian or modern farDer
knows, reach ito!^.n lnto the depths of tha water - i,e, (to the
ancl€nt Mesopotanl.an) clown through the world nountaln all the
wav tlnto the 1eve1 of the sea, rhlch ls both outslde and be-
neath tbe world. thu€ we are ln a posltlon to envlsage how

the lranlane coufd cone to lnslst that the 2144 nountains of
the earth are really but the offshoot€ of, bra4chlng out fron,
one alngle nountain;?, that thls mountain raat :|aiacal flrat
fron the stlll, snooth !,rater-abyss and aubseo-uently, sprcadlng
out from it, the rest of the earth; that its roots go unaler
the earth, aa do the channels and aprrturoa by whlch vrater
seeps tlllough the mouRtainE anal the earth - ln the vay of
caplllarles (again, roote); and that upon the v'orld nountaln
sumnlt stands the tree of life (wlth 1ts €prlng of 1lfe,
wherc again ltB roote obvlourly arc Äunk),

The vertlcallty of this cosnology is nanifest ln
lts further elem.nts too: Iuglilc and unalerneath the World
I,lountaln 1lca : qr Btlnils - the unal en orld. in the font of
a nountaia, and wlth the under$'orfd kiäkanu tre-e, a parallel
to thc lree of life, and somehow related to Lt7/ InBlile the
undeF"orld nountaln the dead were judgeA, sone to descend,
othera to ascenal. The very bottom centrc of thls cosmology,
the tnterlor of the 3!!g water-aby€s, waa a deep vr1l. It Ls

tempttng to see it as reachlng up to the Bunnlt of the vlorL(l
lvlountaln, the Holy Rock, to th. sprlng of life at thc foot
of the lree of ltfe; we havc hcre a shaft of 11qu10 patently
akln to the lvlemrdanda of thc Hlndu8.

The suprene deity of the Sunerlans is An (Anu),
and the lictograph for trAn , ngodrr, "hlghr', "beavenrr and
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'rbrlght" is a star. fiThat thls ntar was the pole atar.
about whlch the heavans revolvo.r: a, P.recTitlve rereareher
notes, rrappesr€ fron e pxayer to tha Pole star whlsh beglna
wlth thc xords: rO 6tar of Anu. lrince ot thc hcavener.'r a)
A trec - bencath thls star, wö nuat laf,cr - t|as also
sacred to Anu.

A scholarly oplnion has lt tlr.at the entLr"
Sunerian pantheon evolved by theologlcal elaboratlon fron
a nonothelstlc belict ln Anu. i.e. that a1t later ilclties
rcDleaented aspecta of Anu. Ddil can" to b" thc godheatl
of the mlaldle world, below Anu yet above Ea and the under-
worldi ln a hynn he ls add.reBseal thua: r'0 great Erll1,
tn-hrlsaB (rJlnal of tho unalerrorlat Eountaln), $hos€ head
rivalB the heavens, whose foundatlon ls l-alal in thc pure
ablrss..". Cf At1as. Exlll dtrclle ln (or on) a aountaLn
reachln€ through the uorlal fron botton to topi hence he
repreaenta the vertlcel axls through the centre of,

the wor1d.'9

Thls far-northcrn world axi! concept of the
Sunerlana was anö is tranenitteil to posteri.ty (by way of
the Crceks): We all lcrov, as alid the anclont UcaoDötEliar^s
that the garth revolves around lts SIlg, an lnaginary 1in"
drawn through the lnterlor of the earth anil out through the
?o1e. !{e sav: the saJre Mesopo tanlan-based eonceptlon anong

the Htndu8, ln connectlon wlth the cak?aa (e.g. the god

Indra as the axle betwcen the vislble anal Lnv131b1e' o!
eaxthly anal ce1€stla1, worlala = rctolvin€ ihee]-s). fiow

the ftlglish word Dole ls of d.ual n€anlng. It elgnlfies
the geographical poles of the Arctlc rnd Altarctlc (hence

the tertlary ccnuotatloa of alrtlthe8"s, "polee apart'r):
änal it deslgnates a long staff or ctlck, preferably of
wooal. The Greek polos ln a way cotiblnes bottl' thowlng up
ihe orlglnal conccptlon: Poloe n"ens an arla, an axle-
bearn, arounil v'hlch Bonethlnß retolrarl 1.e. (two) wheels.
The Pole star lB th"rr th. äxlc.of l*töii:utioa, thÖ t{örldt
!i11ar of 1lght alif 'oJ:r*rcagtf4.i i|li.*fff ,'1s',.uipo.cd
to prrs, as ln Mesopotanlan nind€.
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Fraqrrent6 of thl.8 co8mology Eurtacc ln other
tlncis ard cllrne€ as we1l. Io take one exanple: "A very
reneJkable brodze, apparently froü North Africa and dat-
j.ng to in0perie.l tincs, seems to glve u6 clear evidence of
the nature of the cult of Zeus-Annonrt lt Ls said, Amnon'
being tlE Egyptian sun goal. Thls bronze shows a snake
wlth a head ln elther end. The serpent head at the lover
writhlng end is beaxd.ed., whl.le the uppcr end has a hunan
head vlth ran's horns (the nark of thle Arnrnon cult). The
serpent of this flgure bas been ldentified wlth Kunalalini
of the Hludus:",/yet thefe is more to lt: fhe goateed,
double-headed setrpent ultinately goea back upon "Ea,s
beastr', the worlal serpcnt -.wh1ch has a goat'e bearal,
horng and often tvo na"at la)

To take a €econtl, nore extretne exanple! One place
l,,here (geograp\y and cornmon sense forbld! ) no notion fron
Sunerla should oetenslbly occur is anong the lapps. Tet
occur lt dld, 19O years ago anong the Lapps of aorth
Sweden, a central conceptlon of the Mesopotamians sotre
fi.ve thoueand years or noxe before - and ( though thls ls
not the pface to discuss tbe questlon) lts parentage is
clearg Brlefly, the story 1s of a blrd who hitches a hike
on the back of an 6agle. In the Mlddle East origlnals the
eagle 1s ln, or at the top of, or above, the tree of life
upon the sumnit of the nountaln of the wor1d.19 fhe spiral-
ling upwaJds of the eaglc (cf Kundalinli/ serpent ) ls etress-
ed by the lapp recitere, And what aloes the bixd exclalm
when on high? fl vah! lhe cLrcungyratlons of thts beingt
Fron up here the lsland of tlre world, looks llke an erect
pola!,'

fhl6 legFlrd ia a Sumerlan one (preserred Ln
Babylonian ard AsEyrian versions), which tel1s of the
aütenpt of the antedeluvlan king Etana to reach hca.yen
on the back of an eagle. luxlng the aecen8ion the eagl e
saye thlngs to Etata Ln the nature of the folLowing (un-
happily the texte are frsgrn€ntaqir):
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'3ehoLal, ny frlend, the lanil, how Lt ls.
Look uDon thc aea and the sldes of the

.arth-nouataln.
lo the land. b€conea a nountaln arral thc sea

ls turneal to vratcrs of.,. ,.1)

Flnauy, not only does Meaopotatnlan

coanology lntroaluce th€ concept of a centre of the
worlil anal a perlpb.erJr; lt aleo aasoclatcs, constantly,
a strong ruler r^'l,th thls centre. .l,lreaaly ln Sunerlan
tlnes the lclng Is ldentlfled wlth tho tree of llfe' and

seen in conjunctlon wl.th thc world nountaln. fhe flret
known ,,wo!1d lrl- er'r 1s the flret klng of Akkad ' 1.a. the
Sernltie euccessor-state to the Sulnerlan kingdon' Salrgoa l;
Rul1na arcund 2roo:lg''rhs could boaat that hls tloopr
,rwaah thc1r..{eapoas 1l]- the 8ea" (the üeall,terranean), and

took the title ot "k14g of the four pa.rts of the worltt" 'e)
whence the cakravartin ld.eal.

I an Ashurna€irpal' the aleYotee of tbe
qreat sods. the de€troyer of evll.. the klng whoae word
deetroye the mountalns and seas' who by hl's power has for-
ced hl-s supremacy to be recogrlzcd by thosc powerful
klnge without mercy who rule fron where the sun rlees
to where the 6un setst

proclalns a ruler of Assyria ca 860 BCld

Hc ls helr to an arclent traditlon' anai precurso-r too' to
1lke proclanatlon8 through aubscgu.nt ntllcnniae? Fightlnß
to ro11 back the hostila peripherlcs rrwllhout nercyrr' he

ruled in the worlal's cautre' at lt8 navcl - il1 what later
generatlons, in Islanic tlnes, wlth pcrfect good rcasof
knaw slnpfy as ttrc Middla R"a1n on Garth. Hcre lt L'as that
oudea of lagash' arounil 22oo Bc, worshlPprd 'the lady who

ln the 8b and on earth alctcrnlncs thc fate of thlngs'
,U

mother of the gods"-7- nalllng h18 trnpli "Tho heat Blndlng

Post", and laid two rltual founalatlons, one for hraven

abovc, the other for thc fresh-{ater decp belot th' eartht

'ras lt were a lofty column, strctchlng up to heaven and

down to the unde::'.ror1it - the vcrtlcal bodat of thc world'g;
whlle thc flood-resistard/ to*""fng zlggulats were na.nc'l

t'thc Bond of Hcaven and Earth"tt
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Hqre nu6t have ariser what has been
thought of as thr ITlndu idea," that the known henlsphere
of the world had a ccntre or ',world cupola' or,rsu!!nlt';gü,
situated at an equal dlstance fron the,lour cardinal
points; a thcor.Jr whlch found i-t8 way lnto a lattn work
pub116h.d ln 1410 - tn€plrtng Colunbus wlth the belief
that the worfd was ehaped tn the forn of a pcar and that
on the wesrtern henlsphere oppositc th! 4XE waa a conoa_
ponding elevatcd centre?9 Thc vror-il alfg slgnlflcantly
neane, llterally, a water-€prlngry- euch aa on-cc flowed,
ln thc rnlnd€ of mcn, fron the ,rworld oupofa',9or sunrrott
of thc liountain of th" Worlal.
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7. Itrs[RUMI[ßAn.r,{y;,B,SrpflEBr 
-.ul{IvERsA!rS!1

Universallst, c entrist_erDarrslonist ideo logi esare not neeesaarily etther the product or lnatrunent ofeetablished 'rcentra!,. groupinge. On thc contrary, theyare eapous eal by perlphery groupa aa a ncans for defJntn_the v'ay to become c?nt!! onca ,Fh^,,-r. .L_ -,__--'.^"-""
rdeorosree did arise ,, ,il"i;"_llil-l_:ff.t:::;":,i :l*"Ivieeopotanla, vre are free to aufitLoe that naln al"r"rro" oiIt wcre adopted and adapted to f,orn ncw world_rule andworld-ccntle ldcologiee, ln c.g. fndta, fran anal the eastl{ad.ttrrraaaan axear by rl.slng. powar_hungry group8 tn whathad hltherto been (1.e. wa6 seen by theu to have been) ageographical and soclal perlDhery.

Wlth Chrietianitv a DerlDhery unlyersalism ispaxtlcularly clear. Jewtsh palestlne was it6elf a perinher1r
of the Ronan, and earlier of the Babylonlan and Assyrtan,
nlnnlre, Christ hallcd fron a DerlDhery of Jewlsh palestine.
to wlt rrgentlf e Galilee'r. He had ltttle or no success
anong the ,,centxcr populatlon of palestlnc. the Jews. 1et
alone thelr social s8d..late61bgtö*l -ük*Bp, the pharlscee
etc. He dlal haye sonc success atnoDg a rcligious perlphery
such as the Sanarltans, tbougt!. and what little succeas he
had anong the Jews was nalnly confLn"d to the connoners.
and ln Darticular. lt seens, to the social perlphery _ ro
which nuch of his preachlng was directed (,'casier for a
carnel to paes thlcough a ncedla'B clre than for a rlch nan to
enter lnto the kingdom of Godn). Ihc gentlles who took uD
Chrlstlanlty t^rere socla11y. Dolitlca1ly dlsttnctty " perhh-
erelrr with regard to both Jerusalcm anal Rone.

The functlon of ialeologles is at1 too often
aeen as sonething statlc: lt ls, purDortedly. to uphold
the eBtabllshed oriler. Und oubtedly thle becane the func-
tion of Chrlstlanlty, ae it ha€ sith every other ideologlr
wlthln few decailee of th?Lr cotablishncnt. (ThtB ig

,
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6onethL4g of a tautology. ) the queGtlon is ratheP:
why and how are new ldeologies estabLlsheil' whLch

general l-y happens through bltter strife? Thr dl'naitlc '
creatlve function of lÖeo1ogle8, l.e. ln thelr fornative
year6, 1€ to mobillze arld tralteform soala]- pG!|lpberies

into the actors of hl€tory - for the while. Thl-s entailo
a turnoyer of the social centre as well; cf th€ dlctum

of Cbrlstlanlty ln lts fornati.ve perloal' that nthe last
sha1l becone the flrst, and the flrst the last"'

. thus tbe, funcJtqn; or thcrtppoel'.of:Chrl6J-
laaj.iy'and Islas lnitte11y - and of Marxl8n, Fascl6m'

Peronisn, Arab Soclallsn etc ln our century. they $obl1t-
ze "the lIttle nan", "thc naese€"' ln an hdivldually
neaningful collcctlYe effort to transform realltv' to
translate individual hopes and frustratlons (potentlal
energy) vla a collectlve relaase'ot a!.efgy lnto a new

state of id:tecti'l'e. aeflty; ttlgBlty, i.rtabllitv. add

"justice" - erd indivldual edvancement.

Sive Drraslan periphery uniyersalisns have

been left out of txeatnent in the prcecedlng chapters:
that of the Huns (4th-5th centuries AD) , that of the
I|rks (?th-gth c,), that of tha Tibetane (from ?th c.),
that of the Mongol8 (1lth-15th c.), and that of the
Yugrlans (or Khanty-Mansl) ln,rNorthves tern Siberla (aE

Teco"aled in the 19th-20th c.)7 lvone of these afe "prin-
ord.l.alrr, I'born of the steppes", or the likes. lhe aources
at our dlsposal strongly lndlcate that aU are born of
the contact of these people6 with sedeirtary popufations
and their cosmologles, lvrore precieely, tr-th Iratlialrs
(in partic'ular the Sogdlane of Central Asj-a), tn all ftve
lnstarce€i and lrlth Buddhi8t thought, in the case of
the Huns, [ibetans altd l4ongols; finaUy, in the case
of the ltlongof s, wlth Neetorlan ard Muelin thought.
what we find in l$ortheasteri! as wefl as North^re€tern
Siberia of our tines (19th-2oth c.) is relicts of the
ancient, pre-f€lanic lranian coarnology, vrhlch ln turn
encapsulea even nore ancient Mesopotanlan conceptlone,

We note that the universallsm of the Huns,

I
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Tutks. llbeta.ns anat Mongols l€ actlnj.rt; nllitarlat:
In aL1 thase caaee lt 1s a questlon of rona.tuprtne
repreg"ntlt.lve or othcr of the glvan DeoDlc acqullLng..
or a6p1rlng to. worlil iloulnatlon by tore. of ar.rns (and,
1n the case of the Tlbctans. by naglc anit cunnlng).
In the caee of only ons of the€e peoples, however, is
world d.omlnatlon posltivcly presented as an lnperatlve,
a bistorical mlsslon, a iluty ordered W Hcavan: That wae
the nessage of ütnggte Qän, harnmered into hls followere
and foes allke. Hls univer€a1L6n vas quite as aggreEslve
aa the mlssionary ulge of ChrlstlanltJr; the di.fference
belng that he inpoeed h1e ru1e by exterllal vlolence, yer
practiccd internal tolerance: the subjugated vrere left
to thelr own ldeological deylceE, to belleve and thlnk as
they yanteil. 0n the othG! end of thc scal.e, the yugrlans
of Slberla never asplred to world rulc; thelr unlverlal-
ism la confined to the lmported., ultlnately l!{eaopot&lan
beLlef in a delfled, orlglnally huran vorlal ruler and
In the creatlon and extension of the world fron one
mountaln protuberance ln the mldst of the prLneval ocean.
Theet convlctlong coexlst with partlcularlet ones re-
gardlng an alterlife reserved for yugrlans - RuEelane
no adml ttancc.

As an lnatance of perlphery unlversall€n, 1et us
cl.te the etill-preservod report of th. Danish klng'g
sherlff on a peasant rebcllion ln e rather iaoleted
Talley of Norway ('rhlch was then unale! l)antsh ruleJ.
The year 16 1541: rr..Anal theae 6anr pcasants had nace
themselvea a great club wlth many sharp splkes. lhe oue
who ca.rrled the club they held to be a Ilun Leader (hune
lgllg, probably frora hune h6r, Hun a!üJrr. lhese sane
peasants whon I captured confessed thet they were neant
to slay all tax gathelers antl lavrneD and then to raiae
the connon nan anal procccd all over thc worl,A.,,,.

Aa can be substantlated., ln Scandinavla tradittons
on the wolld-harrylng lluna wete preaervaai anong aoclel
and in part geographlcal perlphellas through el- even centu!
les and nore. Ihe Burrs coutd agrvc as an cxanpl e, to
cotmonela aqil thelr potcntlal l-cadcrs, of a forca tratls_

a
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cending and upsettlng an egtabliBhed local or reglonal
oraler of oppresslon - by being atronger, more unlverEal.

lhe ultlnate tragicomi.cal attenpt of a woulal-be
periphery-centre leader to bolster hj-s posltion anal appeal
for support was that of Vldkü! Qulsling, nazl dictator
of Nonvay 1940-4t. Hls granal deslgn, rvhLch never got off
the ground, wa6 - frdn the basls of a narglnal following
i{lthin the rathe! perlpheral state of Nor*,'ay, to glve
the whole of Europe a new phllosophy called, flttingly,
"univeraallsn"?

our contentlon 18, then, that when and where
uniyersalist expanslonl,at/ c entrist ideologies ar16e
tbey are a/ patterned on and. i.nsplreal by a prcdqdcnt
ultiuately traceable ( vl.a Iranlan, Budalbjet, ChrlEtlan,
Islanic and other intermedlarl ea,, to Megopotania,
b) firnctional tools of noblllzatlon for the establlshDent
a.nd subsequent presexration of a new (€ocia1, poLltlcal,
geographlcal ) centre ln or fron what had hitherto been
a perlphery. thus, intereetlngly, the. very flrst atteEted
"unlversal n-rf exrr, Sargon f, waa accordlng to tradltlon
a foundlingr a real 'routEidertr. His nother abandoned hin,
putting hin in a basket of mshes whlch she left to float
on the rlver, 11ke llose€. By dtvlne hclp he, a Senlte,
becane cupbcarer to a Sumercian king, whon he overthrew.
Sargon established a-ncw capltal, Akkad, soncwhere ln
central llee opo tanla.t/

Europe is o western perlpbery of the A6ian heart-
1and. And Erropear expansioD ha8 ln turtr flowed fron the
western perlpherles of &rrope - the Iberlan penlnsula,
Houand, Brltaln - 1n nodern times. The sustainlng ld.eo-
1ogr, quite as witb thc Cru8ade8, was that expa,nsLo!)

was of beüefit botb'trtldfy ändi-athtn^'or1d1y ' to the
greater glory and pover of both God and King (and thelr
subordlnate executlvee ) .

To aEk what t'rae the stronger, the rel-lgious or the
secula! proflt notlve, 1s to aEk what ls the ttrotrger rn
thej procreatlon of a chlcken, the cock or th€ henr To

I
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aak what was the basl,s or cause of euch expanslonisnr,
elther an expanElonlat nentall.ty or a lnaterl,al. oppor-
tutrl ty, lncentive or need for cxpanaLon, ls to ask what
came flrst, egg or hen (or, poeelbly, cock). fhe Deason
ör aqlr consclous hlxnan act nay be deflned. a6 a (rightly
or wrongly) perceived opportunlty. What makee one pe!-
celve an opportunlwe In a word, a neea? In another
word, r&Jdg: the cons.pts we use, ln d"flnr.ng and die_
cussing the world, ara thc extcnelon - ln a1l posslbTe
dlrectlons of tine and spacc - of our perceptloaE. Thus
to a rqpacloue nonad chlaftaLn, for Lnstancc. bent on
ralding and ravaglng thc rlchcr of hls 6e1f- cxpcrl enced
aurroundings, knowl?ilgc that tha whole wlde rdorld could
b6 and had brcn eubjugated, indceal that nonads fTotn the
porlphrry of clvillartlon wcr" alrstlned to 6ubJugatc 1t,
l.roul d be sefundcncs trlaag?ll - whettlng arld .:tenitlng
appetites ln tha'.tlta'6f üoal"rn councrclats. (fhe earne
d16cusslon, of whcthcr conmerclala ,'crcatci' necds, ls
pertlnent here, with the aane gcnoral anewer _ that they
create extensloaa of needs, that th"y dircct nced6 to
ncw obJects, to nrw, initlally unhacdöd and unncedcd
horlzons. Naturally, ahowlng soneone an object, or a
conceptuallzed goa1, ls what ',creatce', thc need for the
glven speciflc object or goa1. As ntth ro nany engroas_
lng dlscuaslons, both partles to it are partlcs to.
agaln, a tautologr. )

The qucstlon of perlphcry unlveraall sn 1, but
an lnstarce and lllustlatlon of thc grcater questlon of
creatlvity, or causatlon, in huna[ blstory; and not nere_
ly hunan: Anlmal huBbaldry knor.rs the concept and prin_
ciplc of cross-breCdlng ferttllty. lhe lde& - aDd the
experience - 1s that nating of two dlfferent 6tralns,
1lnes, stocks, breeda or racea of one anlnal ls what
nay produce, in the offgprlng, e g"aat potentlal for
aub€equcnt bettennentg; whcreas a gteady selectlon of
the best vithln a Etrain (etc) for breeillng purposes
(i.c, ktttlng off thc ,rtnferior'r calvee. kids etc)
securca lnprovaDQnt not through thr olfEpalng belng
superiorrt nore creatiye than tholr lndivldual par€nts,q!
but through - deua cx nachlna - Gltntnatlng

a
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both pa.rentage and potentlal offgprlng.
Th.ae are the two nodc(l)a of enlital b!.6dlng.
The flret has been tagged wlth bad namee auch aa

mlacegenatj.on and baatardlzation - nhen not controlled
by nan (the deua ex nachina hinself) - end m.rch decrled
by the Nazls. lhe second waa thc noilel of the Nazl8,
as put lnto coldbloodcd ratlonal practloe in the estab-
llshrent of hunan €tudilcrles and the sterillzation and

nurderlng of unwantcd "lnferlordrr. In practlca, aninal
husbandry lE a conblnatlon of tbc two, EVen in aclcctlve
brcedlng (the Na.zl prlnclpLc) of course no two anlmals
wlthin a straln or breed or race arc alLka, thus there
w111 always be a sllght effect of (what'the other nodel
dcfinca as) cross-breedl.ng hyper-f€rtluty.

Thls fertlllw ls then, other^'l€c put, th"
creatlve potential resultlng fron a rdectln€ - a natlng -
of opposites. In anlnel brecdlng scl-ectivity wlthln a

straln. race etc is coupled with squally selact ch861n8-
1n of top-ratl-ng rcprascntatlvcs of anothcr onc, or othcr
ones - in order to cnjoy lhe boostcr eff"ct of croBe-
breeedlng fertillty wlth regard to the quallties that
lnterest nan (ln livestock, beefaSa' nlll. productlYity'
läw/effccti.ve consunption of fodder, hltl nunbcr of
birthe, 1ow lcl'cl ol blrth problcns etc). whcrras in
donestlc anlnals th€re pxocesses (or procceelngs) tlry be

centrally controlled by nan' by one sct of crlterla' ln
hunans thc aelectlon 1s nul tl - cent Ercd/lnd Ividual ' r,rith
each person seeking out dtfferelt Epeclflcs ln one's
aexual partner(s) - and for that nattar ln frlends,
huuan rcLjations, work, travel; a process of ecological
adaptatlon (finding one's nlchc). Thls pnocess ts con-
tm1lrd too - by our nccals, whlch nay bc needa for
sccurLty, thc accustoncd, thc slmllar and aBsuring
(teeping r.rithin on"'! atraln, so to Epcak), or for
sonething new, excltlng, lnspllLn8' nakllg for changa'

auch aa is felt to b! neealcd,'/ Needs ls th" sane a8

saylag, agaln, percelyed opportunlty' plrcclvcd
functlonallty.

I
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Vhlch is whcre a dlscusGion of cuftural

creatlvlty takce u3. Ihe idea hctc ls thai creativlty'

or the lnsriratlon to nev'tncs€, is this perccivlng' use

and adaptation of sonething'rfron thc outslde"; that tt

1s a rnatter of j-npression' assocj'ation' incorporation'

reworklng' re-expxca61on. ( strictty speaklng' cultural
reaction, " reactionary'r attitudes, reJectlon - 1'e' of
sonethlng new, fron the outsldc - is in itself sonethisg

"hew", created by the percclved prc6sure of outslde ln-
f1u€nc e. )

Thuo defln.d' cultural creatlvlty (whether

collectlve, e.g. natlonal, or lndlvidual ) ls a ccntre-
porlphery relationshlp; aB lllustrated bolow: fhe ter-
mllrology i6 froro the Geltung c-entrl-.'6erfphcry rlb..cqrV...
r.te operat! wrtb an.^ ütatlrririd Ocntrc (Cc) drir-{tniing
its €uFoundln€ ai!a, thc centrc periphery (gp)' Thus

for inltanoe a ggy-qr.t$tant donlnatcs.tha porgur-lton at . !

fargc, or a ba6r:t tai city dominates trrä countrrtirtr, or-: 
'a capitalist or sdgclallstrr boss donlnates hlt olbordl-

nate woxkers, or a paier fa.nlllas dominateE h1e höu6eho1d.
Outside these Clntr! areas (conprlelng the Cc e centre of
the Centre """., 

,iod the lnternal pcrtpfrerSr) therc ls a

"realir outside, a r.a1 Perlphery area (ldeally, all the
rest of creation). Hcre a pe"tphcry ccntre nay arlae.

(Pc), thu6 defining' thc rernainder ae the pet tlhera1 alcca
wtthln the periphery (?p). A c1a6sice1 exanplc: A third-
world area colon{z ed/ subjugat ed by & Dfopcan gcvernnent
(Cc) which establlehes a 1ocal coloalal capital, and even
a nattve zuppet gddrnment, - the (Pc) - to en€ure 1ooa1

CREATTVTry TMD TiPT AT TqM
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control, on behalf of (Cc) interesto, with the whole
co1onla1 (Pp) 

"re. a.nd 1ta re€ources. The dottrd llnes
nay be said to rcprcsent thc Lnput eidc, the ful1y qrawn
llnes the output side of a given production proo""u./

ft ls no coincldence that the ',Creativity
aide of our iLlustration ls also an illuetration of the
ttrq,-and fuDotloülng 6f, tha .yc, or of our sensorlr
cells/centres whatsoever. As has been sald, slght (and
generalfy seneation) aroac uncounted nlllion€ of years ago
as abnornalfy, slckly sensltlv. cell-! - t.bich proved func-
tional, and were retalned, refined. fn our ICreatlvity,
lflu€tratlon, Cc nay stald slnply for an object, anJ
el,cnont in 1t6 envlronncnt (Cp) lnfluenclng alt I'outsider,,,
e.B. ]19, the 6ubjrct. Th? lnput into the €ituation con-
sist€ of the enanat lon/ influenc e fron cc-objcct, acroas
a space (Cp) structured by cc being its perceived centrc,
llus ( i. e. in confluence with) pr.:efir.tT.ipir+Al,ütgra$ad
datrilr{tbl! thc obsexvlng' recclYing pcrlphcry. thus far,
the dottcd 1lnes. The creatiYe phase consj,ete ln ths
int egration/und erEtanding of the Cc-emanatlon arrd ln the
conscqu"nt action, Thus thc ?c represeating integratlon
and etructurlug (ordcre to) actlon, in vhatcver direction:
thus, fastly, the fufly drawn 1lncs,

lhts nodel hae thc nlcro co €not-nacro co €rlo s

applicablllty and flexlbllity thrt characteliz€€' or was

sought by, nedleval tdeology' lhe ?eriphery side to it
nay be an tndividual or a col-fecti"Ylty (soclety' out-group)
whcrea€ the Cenltrc elde nay be an objcct' or a eoclety or
whatnot, of lntercst; ür a thcologlcal lnterpretation'
cc night be God (or Spj.rlt), P rnight be Mattex - anil ?c

consslouene€s (other than that of ooit), rnan= the foour
of God and l"Tatter, whcnce cnsues action - into the ficLds
of Matter, and also (lf nan chooses rightly) towards God."/

In purefy hunanly-dcflned history (wlthout
transcendeltt overtones) cc nay be a sedentary, establlshetl
ciylllzatLon' whlle thc Periphery is any beyond-the-pale
lees dcvelopcd soclety, whether gedcntary or nonadlc'

A colrmon thene of hj-€tory i6 precLsely what ls llluetratd



79

tn the Cr€.tiTity patt*n abovc: An lnpul€e frorn Cc
lmplnges upon the Perlphery - and eyokcs a rallying,
structurlng, concentratlon, of forcea, poll tical/, ocono_mic/social, Ldcologlcal and/or artistlc. ,g-he Botnt .Ls
ttat tbls nust not be thought of as ncrefy thc lncorpo_
ration of somethltlg alien into thc periphery party, an
encapEul.ing of a cultural lnpolct fron aomewhere anal some
thinq superior into €omcwhere and €onethi.ng inferior,
less deyeloped, lesa complrx. On the contraf:r, the 1n_
pul€e 1s a catalyst, lt ca11e forth not lte own ltnag.
and xeproducti.on but a reaetlon - fron the conblncd
reaources ald basis of the Periphcr? eociety. In other
worder sonethlng naw arlaes, xelatcd to yet dif?erent
from the seninary inpulse, Ln the ra,ay of, -e! strtcat
already, croas-breedlng fertlfity ln genetlcs.

This mechanlsn explains, or is the nechaniotn of,
a 1ot ln hurnan affairs. By way of cxatttples we nay thlnk
of the rise of nonad or barbarlan Etates on the fringes
of, and challengtng, the civilized cchtre of old stp-nd-
ingi{ though this may be hlghly destructlve to the o1d
centre-state (4?: fall of the Rona.n Onplre, or the
swanping of Central and Wegtern Aela and Eastern and
Central E\.rrope by the Mongols), lt fs creative rLth
regard to the nomad s/ barbarians, with regard to openlng
thelr hone reglons to ncw cuftural lmpulses after a
succeesful €ubJugatlon of a forner ccntre state as r,relf ,
anal even with regard to the old contre state a.rea,
by bringlng tn litexally fresh blood and by enstating a
ncer social experitlent in the chao tic- creative laboratory

-.1or nanl

Or, take frlnge cultures (ln eny scnse of the
word). It ls ln a coatext of contact wlth foreisn larrde

!lthat Vtkjng culturpblosson6 up, lilressing (and impre6s
tng ue with) its oräglnality (and not leaet thc ao-catli
ed dlagon-sty1e, dra€ons belng nö törthern lnventlon,
and thc empha€ie on boats, boat-burials eto, Euggesting
prrcisely a. slgnlficant contact wlth abroad). It ls in

a
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contact with abroad that Irtsh cultlra.of the earfy
lliddlc Agcs unfolds 1n its unlquana8B.r, Tt ls not ae a
product of lsolatlon but, 1ikew18r, of TelatlYe 16o1a-

tlon, relative contact, that the Pernian 6ty1e flourish-
eal in what is no!a' eaatern-central Etrropcar Ruaala 6orne

twell/e to fifteen centunles a8o. It was as a result of
interactlon wlth l"üs Slavonic, Norsc and Volga lvluslim
neighbours and partners that the Vepse culture of the
Onega-l,adoga area nearly a thousand years ago developed,
and left u6, lts very un-Slavonlc, un-Norsc, un-Islanic
artefacts? It was around a forelgn, l4lddle Eastern
gern that the llbetans developed thelr natlonal cplc,
by accrctlon llkc a pcarl wlthtn an oystcr around a
speck of aand frorn outeldcP It was tn the neetLng of
inportcd slavee wlth European cultuEe in thc Anerlca€
that Blues, Jazz aad Voodoo were born.

Or 1ast1y, contenplate tndlvidual works of art.
For lnstance 1n that far northeastcrn periphery of
E\rrasla, Norway. It was offspring of the towne arrd thc
coast, and not of the txoll-lnfested interior, that bc_
queathed to poetcrity tts plcture of the trolls and all
aasociate natlonal forest-and-4ethcrorld ers _ and thcy
did so after, and in rcactlon to, liTing, painttng,
!,rlttlrg and thinking in Central and Southern }urope.
One of the nost No]rwcglan paintlngs there is, lhcodor
Kittilsen's souiTxel jumplng lnto the oulet of forest
space off a snow-burdened flr-tree brangh. is in-
sptred by the licturcs of wavee uy Hotusaj- l{) And thaü
nuch tourlst-sought synbol of Oslo, the hu$gn vrorld
nonollth of VLgcland, with bodles fl.AhtlnA, tranpling,
clinblng eachothcr to rcach thc top, surroundea by a
perlphcry of other sculptul"es, of the old and young,
the frail, the tcft-out, 6ut of what soll did ltg
flret begiryrings ris e?

I'fhat rccntre and perlphcry', a nodel orlgln_
ating 1n geonetry, could haye been ueed ao succe€sfu11y
to bring together geography anil political eclence is a
slgn of the tine6,'r a dietingulshed editor exclaino bv

I
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wey of lntroduction to a l98O collcctlon of etudles
analyzing thc world (of geograp\r ard polltlcs) in the8e
tenns /9 It is, rather, a slgn of th€ tlnes now i.rnnernorlalr
fron the ilgys of the sacred songr of Suner arrd Accad'
Babylonla and Assyrla. "A nodel orlginatl.ng ln geometry"

- fron vrhat then does geonetry orlglnate? From our n?eda

to neaaurc the earth (i.e. the productlve property of
each ownar altd usel ln agrarian eoclcty), the standard
alrat er runs. Just 1lke "th. eartN' is a dual-level'
ni cro co ano s-lacroco 6110 s eonccpt, so too are g"onetrical
concepts: they sJmbollzc, ln the EhapeB of small 11ne6

on a piecc of pap?r o! on the ground, o! nore fundanent-
ally and originally in our mLnds, thc (rnlcrocosnoe-macm-
coanos) structurrs of the v,olld ln our rnlnds. Nor,, geonat
!y as !{c know Lt Lg a hand-mc-doun flon the Grecks - who

in turn, ln thelr trrittd ßapaolty a! a northern barbar-
lan perlphery peoplc receivlltg impulses fron long-
establlshed (Cc) centre states, bcn"ftted fron, and bullt
with, th! toolB of both Egyptlan and l{esopotanlan clvill-
zatLon - partly by wal of Phoanicla, where both net.
Fron the Egrptians orlglnate the Greek, and subsequently
],atln, E\uopcan, alphabrt; fron the Bgrptlans, the
aquare baalcs of geonetry,/ trlgononctry. nron the Mesopo-
tanians, a.nongst oth"r thlngE tbc basics of dafirrina
tlrne. And Blace? !{hilc th. dally-1lfe down-to-earth
Egyptians werc occupleal wlth neasurlng out thclr snall
equare plots of fand, the peoplc of the lalrd b?twcen the
rlvcrs gave us 6pacc: the conccpt€ of thc hcanens, the
constellatlons of tha 6tarE aboyc and belroDd. Lnd the
concept of sonethlng, of power and oontrol, or understand
ing, etretchlng out ln all dlrectLons fron ona centrc,
unhanpered by the sma1l equare!, trapazoiils or trlan81ae
dlvidlng off this snl.tcb of eoil fron that, to thc round-
ed ends of thc certh. The vrry' eyttr.tünerö (oi.1tr!rtl6-
nrlityh ) of tbo oorcip+.g! (zf =.ülrirncsrutaal rrl.stlonshlp
bctween the dlanetcr and clrcr.urfcrence of a clrc1e, thc
dlaneter being thc dlrtance fro!fl thc centro to the cir-
cunference on oppostte eldes) le testlnonl to the in-
conmensura billty of fundanental Egyptlan and l4esopotamlan

cultrrral concepta, Although alTcady lrchldedc found that
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la sonewhere betrcen t 1/7 a7f,d, U/?0. modern
nathcnatlclrno wlth calculators havc plnnrd it down
wlth ( so far) an accuracy ol 1OO1Z ilGclnd!, l{hclr
lt was proved ln 1882 that is a I tranecendental,
nunberf, what vas lroved vas that lt transcends ths
(cu1tura1) franework of the Egyptian-creek basLc
t]9adltion.

ThlB pre8cnt Btudy is, lf a €ign of ,the
tlnesr, then of tines lrmeDorlaL. It iB trlbutc to
the creativlty unfolded, outdtretchcd, ln all dlrec_
tlons from one c entref conccptual compLcx, Ihe flnal
followln€ chapter exanlnes how and why ühe Mesopo_
tamian hert tage ha8 llvcd on throu€h the nll1ennla
in th" nlnd6 of 11lltcrate nl]Ltone, and ln ths
leerned worka of ideofoglsts too, ll1, the northern,
central anal southern reachee of E\Ea6ia, under that
quaint caption: thc Alcxander 1cgend.. Not ani6s
la connenoratl,on of thoee who ln the great (Iräqf
plain, themselvcs unknown by narn", gave us that
fabufous conglonerate of ta1l (end vriale) storles;
who gave ua, too, a conccpt, a stn_rcture of entiretJr:
not our prtty pfots anal parccle of land but sinply,
nonuncntally, to bc fllled up anal extcnd.d throwh
the creatiTlty of cver latcr agas, the wor1d.
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8- lHI AtIXArylm ,Ecn{lr 0F EURASIA

If nacro-hlstory were defined to conprise not
the objectivist, universal rules of history 6et up by a f,ew
modern 6lite nacrohl.storiars, but the subjectll'e views of
the naases concernlng the foci of tine and space, the univer-
sa1ly inportant polnts of history, then the Alexand.er legend
of L\rxasia ls the macro-hLstory of the woxld par excellence.
I am not confj.ning myself, nor doe6 the tegend conflne ltself,
to the versions tagged with Alexander,s na&e. For did tbls
legend originate in creece, or arise with the rise of a hero
from llacedonia? Far fron lt - a-rld far ln both tlne and space,
It was, in all essentials but thi€ nane, concelted ms.ny long
centuriea before our Alexa-nder was eve!! a naughty twinkle in
?hj.11p's and OlJ.nplas' eyes. let us at the outeet dlsabuae
ourselves of the lnpression that the Alerander legend. has
very nuch to do with the hietonlcal Alexander. His naJle
stuck to it, or xather the legend atuck to hls name, 1n the
vray that a book need.s a rouslng tltle, or a bunch of clothing
need.6 a peg.

In rough outline: FLret the historlcally conct cte
peg is lntroduced, i.e. Alexalrder defineil uaually as the aon
of Philtp and Olymplas (but sonetines of OlJmlpias and the
rulerc of Egypt or Persla, a-nd el.en a€ a Yemenl prince). We

generally get to hear of hls fabuloua borse (Bucephalos),
the tribute that hie father a.IId the creeka had to pay to
Darlus of Persla, and Alexander's vlctorles over lJariua and
?orua of Ind.ia. Yet even here his nane ln Geveral verslona
16 niaeing: In sorne Syrlac aourqea and habitually ln the
Arablc ones our hero ls called the Two-horaed. (Other nanes
alBo occur, as a frlnge pheüonenon, ) Thuo far the golng 1s
good. It presently beconea a rough riile, for any nodern-
mlnded. occidental at least. lhis regarils the wl]d adventures
of the \' oxfd- conqueror ln the extrene East, North and West
(t.e. of tr\rxasia) i the South ls bc?rts|'nteal aone!ühar nore
I c antily.

i
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Yeara of studylng thls :.tüand have led ne to
a conclusioni ft 18 €tructured ln the v.{v of a T. fn other
words, lt has both a !'lderanglng horlzontal and a ccntral,
supporting vertlcal dlnenslon. The prlnary, vcrtleal one
is the llesopotanLan unlvcrsallst ( c äntre-perlph"rJr ) cosno-
logy explored ln prec"dlng ehapters. By lts ver.y natuxe lt ,

predlsposes to a Bpreading-out, a symbloslg wlth the achlev}
nents and arnbltlons of polltlclarbs anil narchants a1lke,
throwh the rrpanses of Drraela. the vertlcal eten, then,
is the ba€lc, sustalnlng uytholog/, thc horlzontally cüpcr-

hlsrory wlth whlch< )l\1----'-J'1"^
llrposed lines tha realitles of t

teaktwu
it has been bound
up, and wlth whlch
i t bas groE. It
wlll be sccn that the
holr.zonta1 axüs aleo is
that of space (geography),
with increasingly farflung
ranlfications, whllc the vert-
ical one is that of ttmc (history).
nralrn less schenatlcally, ln greater F

detalf, the whole figure nlght bG€rnble
a tree - of life - r,rlth ever wld"nlng branches, anal wlth
ütlgs and follag. innuoerabl c.

Onc problctr for hlatorlans lE l,hlch hort?onta1
layer a glven recordlng, or conplcx of recordlngs, ultinate-
ly goes back upon. To glve one exanplc: Many Slberlan and
far-north ( Fenno-Ilgric) Afopean pooples know of thc world
nountaln, tree of llfa ertc. These peoplrs havr all, elthct
dlrectly or thmugh intcrnedlarlc8, drJoy?d conmercial a.Ild

cultural contacta wlth l8lanlc peoples (Iranlans, Arabs and
others) ln the ltlddl c Agcs - and thc Musllns muet have talk-
ed of thcse conccpts,in the contaxt of thelr Al exald er
legend, in thelr dcallngs wlth then. But are the Ivlu€lins
the orl.glnators of these concepts ln tha far llorth of
Arraela? 0r are repreacntative8 of pra-Islanlc lra.nlan
clvllizatlonr whlch also know th€Be conceptst Or, ln
the caae of uongolla and adJasent part6, lE lt Buddhl6n'
!hlch likewisc know6 them? l!.I'i not concelvable that

;i- -------.-.--- - 2ra..

'!'9^u*
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diffuelon of concepts and legendE fron e.g. Babylonlanay have taken place even before, and wlttrout, in" 
"or"of lranlans ? On thc other hand, "ven though ün."" .""have been several aucccasive waves dlffuslng the sane bagl.cconcept or nyth ( though oftln ln 61tght1y dlffe?ent waye,and with dlfferent conte*tual ernphasle), will thls atlrays,or oyan generally, bc traceable? Irill not the latcr wavesoften naek the carller oncs? ( th"y wllli and the only

!i,a$ of proying the realLty of carllel diffusionirt wavestl'to dctret elthcr cultura1,/idcologi oal vestlges spcclflcto the wayes, or archeolo gi cal/vrrl tten vestiges of, or ref_
ercnces to, their bearcrs. )

Be these qucstions and anararelg as they r.nay, the
general relatlonslrlp between horlzontal and ]|ertlcal aE_
pectE to this phenonenon of an lal eologi ca1-po 1ltl ea1 corr_
!1"x may be giyen a6 foffows: a) Whenevcr ä hs.Jot-Ben
hJ.stofiöal, cruet !f: superimposeil upon MeeopoteJlla and 1ts
environnents, ln the fo rrn of conquest and/or conversüon,
the r;11 of; U"eEopo taüian id6as breaks through the crust
and bubbl es oner, spreadlng out its water over and fertl_
flzj.ng the crust. (Ihls holds good until the dawn of
noderu times, i,e. includtng the l6laüic a]!d Mongol col!-
quests. ) b) In mröb tü'ibvcrlsked .for|n the baeic (vertical,
horizontal expansionlst, eolar) orientations of Sunertan/
Uesopotamian power, and sone of the rnythical pariphernalia
(e.9. cherubin, two-headcd eagle), have been borrowed by
other, more dlstant power-ho lilers.

Ihe conoueets of Alexander the ereat furnisheil
llesopotaflian mythology with a new pcg. As the rnost sssg-
ess fu1 'world' conqueror in historJ (Uefore tfnggls Qän)
he not only was an ohvious pole of attraction for this
lore, superseding such a long-faded figure as Sargan, he
also encou!'aged this (as is eyldent frorn hls coin€, vlhere
he appears with the bu1l'e horns of lrlesopotanlar diviue
royalty - whence hia narlq tthe Ewo-horaredr ln llt.r
ages, includil]g in the Qur'än) . Alexander's conquesta
also added - word of hie conquests. In a1f veraions of
the baeic Mesopotarnlan stoly with Alexander Ln the hero'6
role we hear of, proni.nently aaacaibad' hi8 vanqulBhing

a
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Darius of Persl,€ and ?onu.3 of, :tndla' Yst in käFpln$

vrith the fantastlc tenor of the Mesopotarnlan lore'
these nore 'hlstoricalr parts ar€ ü!gh1y cotourful and

fanta6tlc too. More precisely' the 'horizontal-r hiF-

tory of Al cxanaler haBrbeen in goodly neasure a€sirnil-at-

ed to theivertlcal| Mesopota.miar dlYi ne-hero - sto ry eteü

through the nature of the narratiYc' that is by relat-
ing the bare, general' skeletal facte of hls victories
but by enphaeiztng' fleshing then oüt with' rgooil stor-
ies', flashy aneedotes. [hls, anil the proportl-on ül'l
proninence of the Mesopotamian naterial6' i4creages

the closer one gets (or the versione get) to lraq (or

the farther fron Creece). Thus, ih'tbe Arabic versiona
( rnany of which were pentleal in (IrEq, and all of which

were penneated wLtb Islanlc traditioü' nuch of whleh

waB codified in (Iräq) the fabulating Mesopotamlan

heritage ls more panpable than in e.g. the Sgyptlan
Pseudo-cal li6thenee (ca 200 AD) vereion.

Breaching of the Islanlc crust from desert
Arabia ty the Uesopotatnian spring of 1ively watex, and

impregnation of all of the lands of Ielajn by this
legend, !a'as effected through the Qur'är. A few refer-
rences to the Two-horned and hlo exploitsr not very
exhaustj.ye and calllng for comnent and interprctatlon,
and the 11d was oef, the box - or off thc well and ite
freeflowlng content€! llertlon of the Two -ho rneal aa a
hero of the faith created so to speak a vacuun of leg-
j.tinate interest, a purp which a1f rnanner of theologl-.
an€ and tradltionallsts were eager to woxk. (like!'iee,
knowledge of the pxe-Islarj.c pagan pantheon of Arabla
has been preseryed: Thls wa3 a lcgitinate object of
€cholarly interest during IsLan because 6orne of theae
deitieo were nentioned, depxecatingly of course, ln tha
Qux'ärI.) Thus costrologlcal conceptlons which otherwige
would haye had litt1e chance of acccptance in Islan
could be insLnuated into the new fsl,th - the nole
ea€i.ly ao in that ser.eral naJor traalLtional iBü€ wcre
xecent converts from Christlanlty or Judaisn in (fräq,

I
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and that traditions on a historical p-.rsonality
ealled rthe !!r.)-hornedr were floulishing pr:ccls61y in
(fräq (and Syrla). rr[he enony of Ood ls lytng'rr one
renowned traditionallst could exclain of another, rrthis

is a Jewish story whj. ch he is trying to tD.trodüca 'l.nto
lslan!rt As modern conparatlve research can subetatrtiate,
such id-.ological inflltrations were often auccessful.

Representatives or close per:tner6 of Isl.an
brought the Al exander legend with tb,cn to libet, the
Mongol€ (withln a few hundred kllorBeters of Peking),
northern Siberla, to the shores of trovaJa Zenlya and

the l,htte Sea, to lappland - with the moet varied
resulte. The hi s to rlcal- eco logical functionalltlr of
our legend was threefold, i.e. there were thxee rnain
reasons lor i.t to flourlsh and €trlke root, develop and

survive ln the soils of &rra61a. O!9 was the vertical
("water-of-1ife" ) funnel function touched upon above,
then. It nay be qurli{isd as both a preaaurc-fron-below
and a suction-fron-above phenonenotl: [he eubterranean
pregsure consi,sts 1n all marmer of hctel"odorles eeeking
an outlet after the superinposltlon of a ne1^t ideological
rsurfacet; the vacuun frorn aboye conslste 1n the need

of the new surface crust for wateriqg, for deepening lts
roots - in tlds Lnsta-nce, for deepe-ning and co[solidatitg
an understanding of who the l\^to-horned wa6 and rvhat re-
lattonshlp he had to the world ard cosrnos (is there a

better cue for redeflnlng rnan's relatlonohLp to coerrcs,

arl,] fo! sharacterlzing cosmoe ltself?).

Ihe other two functions of 3he legend refer to
the horlzontal, geographical dimenglon: a) There ls the
process of brtnglng its contents out to the (cu1tura1,
geographäcal, non-lelamlc) perj-phely, or the question of
theib xeL evaJrcy to the perlphery. The Al exander legend
here enjoyed the unriyalled advantage of servln6i llusflrns
for a mental nap of the periphery of the uorlal. :!fusLt{n
nerchants and rnlsslonarie€ a11ke, add 6ven tbe Caliph in
BaÄdäd, had but thie legend to relv on for lnfor:tnation
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concernlng the farthest-off regl,olls of Dfaalä.
( Cartograplry and travelogue€ ötlor iqt lts lnfluence. )

b) There 1s not nerely a tg-the-perlphery but also
an lj- the-p eriphety fulrctlon: The legend struck rootE.
It dld so not only ln the centre of fslarn (both geograph-

ica11y and theologically speaking), but al- so Ln tbe inner
as well as the ext ernal lcripherlr of Isl.an. In the Caucas-

us, ln the 3ulgar reafn by the ltllddle Volga' in Turkic
Islamic Central Asla, la the noü1ta1$,.ororaleadc'gI what i

ba. -b.coae tf€benl stan anil ?akiatan (G11glt' Swat' Chitral '
Badakhshan etc), evsn on the lslard of Socotra in the fndl-
an Ocean, the Two-hornetl h!€ brGn rdvered down lnto nodern
tines not nerely as an overall Islanle hero' but also as

a loca1 one, a foundlng father. I'hl e a1]' conserna the :

llrternal periphery of l€lan.

As to the extelnal perlphery' the falth of fslan
has by definltion had no suataj.n-lng lnfl-udrce; tr(r hav?
historical nenorle6 and tradittons of Alexander (or 'rthe
!rc-horned"), as these reglons 1te outslde the conpass of
not merely Islan but also the onc:tltö oonqueats and ex-
plolt8 of th-. Iilacedonlan. Neverthelese' traces of the
legend are to be found among lapps in ScandinaYla antl

XhautJr-llansl aborlglnes j.n northwestern Sl.beria' among

I'tongol s a.]Id Tibetans, (I have ln mind here thc Alexander
legend pmper, and not the worlal-nountaln{1u!*ater-o f-llfe
ba.sic Lnagery from Surnerla, comnon to both our legend anil
to Hinitu/Buddhi st tradltlon. )

lhese veEtlges are erplaincd egaln, eco1oglcE11y,
by tlteir havlng fll]ed a nlche ln the co stnology' the nental
(a-lld physically n18ua1) landscalc of the native6. Sone

detells of thls are erplored elsewhere , but the general'
argument nay be stated hcre: i) The lnttial (thitrilr" gome-

tines also Nestorlan Christlan) conveyora of the l egend

were generally upper'-status peoplc ln natlve eyesi thej.r
words carrled weight for thl8 reason, and also because of
the äraFtlc r rnlnd- captlTatln€! nature of the contelts of
the lagenat, lastly bccau6e of the resultant eanestrDess
and persiatency ol the conveyola' r,ho - 11) pestered the

f



natlves for lnformatlon as to the locallza.tion of
key el ements in tlre lagend (e.9. 'rwherc ls the heaven-
high llountaln of the World, where ls thc defl1c where the
lwo-horneal shut in a host of horribla fiends - who naJ
soon burst forth upon you anil us, where is the land of
Darknes8 - anil of Jcrrels?rr), whtch ln hlrn - iii) rnade
the natives carry on the search, tn their ninds at 1east.
t{tth the passing of contacts wlth ncdleval Islan (and
f,estorianiErn, in sone cases), the contents of the legenal
would have passed lnto obllr/lon, however, nay dtd pass
i,nto oblIvlon, but for thoee whl ch lt) hüt!,s*rürk.lonti- ,,,
D.udcnüi 10 oä1. i'üo tl.xtrt:.üb9r-lanatscapc. Thla conslet6 tn
sone elenent(s) of the l egenit l endllg nane to, or Fur-
portin8-to explaln, a 10ca1 natural or so clal /hi storlcal
phenornenon, or by its belng en€h"1n6d (foEsillzed) ln
1oca1 rqllgion, eptc tradltlon, or fat rlr talee (in which
casea loca11y un-typical tralts nay ha].e been retalned
precisely for belng'otherworallyi, lnpressive, outland_
ish, i. e. foreign).

Instead of giving a rehasb of ?seudocallisthene€
(the oldest extant yer€ion of the legend, from Alexandrla
around 200 AD), or trying to conparc the nunerou.s varL_
a'rtts of the legenal throughout lelanio (and Chrletlan)
1ands, we shal1 follow the T structure outlincal above.
and concentrate on the firet and the last of the three
functiona. Exenplificatlon is fa!. lron rxhaustlve; it
is nteant to be lllustratlve on1y. In the follol.tng w111
be found a llesopotania.n catal-ogue of thenes constitutive
of the so-called Alexander legend of llefl enic anal fslanic
tlnee. It ls followed by rudincntarJr illustratlons of
how elenents of the Legend couLd corna to be adopteal anal
adapted by llongols, libetane anal aborlgiaas of llorth
Russla. Finally there 1s a rnap ehowlng all localltlls
f have as yet disc-oyeled where there are toponyns or
tradltlons concernlng that orlglnally ilxead elcnent
of the l-egend, the fron Gate whence the llconsalay
hordes are destlned to break upon the worlal. l1ore
than ar\y other posslble vlsualizatlon I bclleye thls
rnap dernonstrate! why we nay lndeed speak of
the A16as16"a legend of EurasLa.

I



g. üESOPOIAIIIIAN rrrErloRY Or ar, E(aI(DtiR IEEID

(Thenes according to eldest preserved sourceg:
S = $rnerLan, A = Accadlan, B = Babytronlan,
G = Gilgame€h epic, O = Odyssey, T ='Babylonlan Ialnoud
M = l,lani chFea-n, I = Islanic, V = Yedlc)

1 World conouest (A)

? eptthet fwo-horned (s)
J queet for lnnortalitY (Gl

4 vla water-llant of 1lfe \G)
5 at Meetlng-place of the two sea€ (G/

6 or tree and spring of 1lfe (s, G)

? upon lfo rl il l'lountain in far north (S)

8 naned tlagtru ( c)y'

9 named (su)meru (v)
1O held in hand of angel tM)o
11 in/near lanrl of Darkness (G)?

12 near half-hunan nonsters (c'B)'/
13 and uncl ean tribes shut in beblnd barrler/nts (B)?

l-4 t$in peaks, noving rocks (A, O, Tr I)'
15 eagle-trorne heaven-fllght \sl
16 terrestrlal Paradise found (G)

1? vrith col,1nn/tree and taiting bird (S)t/

18 and/or (lconreaay) angel (I)
19 with eye-stone glft (T)

20 horae bouüd at i,torld nowttain /poLe ('l lO
?1 arrd tealons hung upon stars ( T./')

22 the (bitter' enclrcling) ocean braYed 
'G)

2, queet for wisdorn' to Seven sages (S)

z4 yet quest fox inmortality farls (G"

z5 irartng gucc_eaeu lor a_no tner \üJ

T{O lES:

1 l,angdon u 209 n 111 Anderson (a912) D 2I n I
2 langdon P 210

J sane P! 29O' 295

4 sane pP 729, 1c3, t2o
5 Butterwolth pp 5, 551 wenslnck (1916) p 45i- T;i;;n";-p rib n'1; Anderson PP 41-44

6 Spiegel fI P 215

? Lang'lcn P 115 (?)

8 Frledlander P 159 n 9

I
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fpo]'ar 
stal' : orierltatlon

J 
world tlr€s, tree of lifo

I 
world pillar with bird

L 
nountain \ror6hip

bird guai:d6 aq.linet the )cnclosed (eagle) (

i,t-taruü[ ftor o""urr rro,.lr- f:i:l:s tl]e 
- 
enclosed; tlul]ldf

v.rhi.t6-clad initiator Jhorne of, A. Ini-rf,or of A. )

lhe leaend

dog-heads nealcby, in no

Lo!,,-barj.lt, swar.b]\y,

nonade bore tbrou€h

one v/est!.?aral p€tsse€e

nomads eacLo"seA behLnd
nouJrtg,ins 1rr norHteast
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(-vrhite colour of shmarlignt
'{ aor',s or snaan
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fdoC 
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Uoneor physj-onony

L ironmiths
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A. flnds J ewel8
flghte non8ter8

Iron Gate

A. haa "nagl.c'holge'
horns. nhror.6tc.

a en6m'.aft
hlE nDaglcrral"ul-god
brain, athletei etc '
[, f 1ght8 'r
( Lronanlthg
A. reach€d
l4t. Melu
A. of the Nortb

sar preatr.groua
ti.tle, world-rlle

Land of Rlch.s (Jewel8 )of hrddhlsn
the'urafr (etc) uonsters

Iron Gate ot ArJre JanbhaLa,
yaks founat ln nountaln tlaps .

a aha
whl cataDult=Greck flre

orte, ltorna, n1r-
ror

antrlat (ne81c
ldcal!,,

cnanSc
athl6tlsn,

an Jrugu! furkS,
Iv]0 1s (€n1tbs, butcherg

wolablp (llcru
the North--t

of Tlbet = worlil

of ld cntitleg

Gerar of
Ccoar
aEar
pctty
vla

e/ ld0a.l. o
chi.ftalns (vls-ä-

eetabllsheil Tlbetatt
ki I and prie sthood

orn = tratllng pos t,
E6frEre w.nany pe ople'
nl1ltary frontl er

r6glon

BASIS

of Phron (Rone )

C-OMMON Socd.lans (UlAure, NeEtorlana )

ncät ltbctans along Sllk Routc'
esp. ln f,okonor tradl4g Polt

(Details in: Es, RiEe of the lledleYal
of vlo rld nomillation. )

11: II{E IE$ENX IN TIBEIAN CIIIIURA L ECOIOGY

C"ntral A3lan Id eaf
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rO NORTH

ACCESS ORI ES

HU}TAN

IDEA ],S

GENERA I, GMGRAPHIC
ANCAORl}IG

'i--XDOlS"gOCIl L
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Paradlse lsle ( lnacces8l blrln Arctlc Ocean 4,""\ Yutrtan ls1 e-of-the-atcad.
" untnown provlnce,, of Greenland

A. leachea Arctlc Ocean / r,rur r \ Arctic 0ccan

lulrs l( b.tt.! the lerther
h^r+h | .tl-L-

A. fl.ndt -Jctrl!' / NICIIES \

Cot-!'tagog ln-Ehut
thoy eat f18h oe6t
d ogheads /

ISR I{OIITH

SCARES \
up

lAy, saEoycda , ( ravaglng,/
xorw€glaDlt, orwegla!,E eet
- wlralcs oast up

d ogneadt

T .UNTRANCE
FAR NORIH \

-Lron G

c1lffs
e een

tvro
TO

Ine ni
def11
tradl:

arur "Iron Gater
ea, aounala and
ng Po8t8 of i{orth
döFTfit€TIiIsItTJr-
lqn!, Vararglar1s etc
d-wlnter tlarkncss
lnd howls " llke trun-
lts r' up ln Urals
vatl dlEtancea, neat-
l,üpelsabLa ( au.@c!:
bog!, wlnter: snors )
."tunalra" =rrnountalna

at\ Blsrs

scarcety j.ntelllg IE

I
I nwlrs 'acalr

Iand of Darknesg
wlnd-trunpetB ln
Iron Gate

C1,1MA TE \ nlr

vaal oratancca. /
near-lnparlab16, /mountalaa /

\CET'DRAPHY

ON _,.,,' ^. 
oltt to get - fffsü/ BuICIT;'ont to g

--./ RICHES 0F THE l.rORrH

C 0l'1I1

12: rrHE T,TEEN l] Il{ iJORTH RITSSTAN OITT,fiIH.AT. EgOT,Oc].

(Detal1s in: tls, Myth of the Mar of Many Lands.)
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1IIE IRON SATES OF ALE:IA}TIEB IN q'RASIA

1 Pass of lariel, Central Caucasus/
2 Pairs of nerbend, Eastern Cauca€uet
) Gushtasp hall , East of Casplan,

r 4 Kesh llefile, 'Jlndukush
5 Talki nefile, .dl atau/'li en- shan nts
6 lilo"rtheasternno st lviongolla
7 Kalgan gate, Great h'all of clhina
8 Kailasa mt, Tibetv)
9 T inte^nq, East.rn Tib-tt)
l0 Balka-n rnts, 20 kn rrorih of Sl1ven, Sulgarla
11 Danube, betldeen south CarpathlanF & nortb Bafk:un
l2 by Sistrita rlrzer, Runanla, 90 Im north of Danube
lf niddle Ural $

14 no rth Ural s
15 Yugorski.j Sha.r, between Vaigaö & Novaja Zen-tja
16 middle South Novaja Zernl ja
17 betwe-^n lonol" (Ko1a) and sarnoyedla
18 betreen Ponoi and Kanin peninsula
19 ltudJuisklJ island, north of Arkhangel'sk
20 Pononarjovslrlj penj.nsula, Uhite Sea
21 Solovetc' arcldpelago, Whjite Sea
22 turjan tunturl1le. i,e, Ter coa6t, Kola peninsula
2J Ruijan tunturl11e, i.e. (North) Nonregian mts
24 Kdrt-Ke.res vil1age, Krirmi ASSR9

25 '{o ö,6a rKarl11n, Xonl ASSR

26 nts betr.ve-^n Khotan and Tibet
' 27 north of Khotan (Hodlen)

2B voronoysk inl et
' NOIES: 1 AR Ander€on, Alexander at the Casplan Gates,

Aner. ?hif. AsEn. fr. rIX (1928), pp 7ir-I52i
sarre, Alexandpr s Gate, Canbr./ltLase. 1912,
pp 7, a2-, A5-76

2 Anrterson (roza; pp 752-rr9, (rgtz) p 26; J Markwart,
hanUahr, p 115

, B lcrn, Caspla, SPb

4 R-A Stein, 1,'Epop6e et 1e larde au [ibet, Paris
. Io59, Ip^r"9- 40, 518
? sa,t'll e p lzö
6 oral info by A Als?rssgv, Director of USSR toponymic

Registry, Moscovr June 19e1 (of Koiri natlonalitv)
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APP-oII}IX: ALD)(ANUEt AN.t lHX gANUIE-WoOD

As a humgroug lngtance of cultural
synthesLzatlon ln the Alexander legcnd wc thal1 tak€
the tale of the hero'8 ll1-rcrklng nother. es recounted
by Abh Hanlfa ad-Xlfnaw&rf (d. 895 Ax). Hls "Book of thc
trong Storles" l8 on€ of thc c€rLl68t oxtant slzaable
work6 on hlstory Ln Arablc, but what ha giies ue la a
Persian vl,cw ln the fo1lowln8:8 to!y, Hs first lntroducca
the Persian enperors lErä (Darlus ' laralos to occidentals)
I and II;

Or! hl€ drathbeal' after twclve years of rulc'
Därä (I) handed over rulc to hls aon Fr6, hc 16 thg one
who ls ca1lcd närayar,eö ' the eneny of Alexander. HaYlng
accedeal to power hC becane tyrannicel, superclllous and
crlntnal. The aildrcas of hls letters to his governors
ran: "trbon Därä the son of DE!E, who cnllShten8 h16
sublectg llke the sun, to ao-and-so. He poaaeaEed great
powär, nuneroue troope, anal ln h18 agc therc wss no klng
änv nore on the entlro carth who had not obeyrd and
Daid trlbute to h14.' At thc 8a[c tlne Alcxander grew up. Ae to
hls pedlgree the lcatnod oncs are of dlffcrent nlnd6.
The Pereiang insiat ho ls not the son of Philip' but h1s
dauEhtcr'E son; hla father, on the contrery' lc fEre (I)
the-Bon of Bahran. For as thcy say' {ttraä: tgrE ravaged the
land of the Ronane ln uar' Ph1llp bad bound hinsclf to
Davlnl trlbute ln the pcace a8tcelent. f41cn IEr€ (I., had
äeäaläeo hlr daughter for wlfG end. after ahc had bcen
given to h1n, brought her 3long hoEc wlth hln. Yct when
-he wantco to'a1erp-wlth her, ha noticcd thet 6hc snclt
fouI. and was takan wlth dlsgust at h?!. So hG gavs her
back'lrto the cu8tody d the nlstrcss of blt wlvcs aüal
ordered her to uec rtncdles agalnst that rtencb. And tbe
Bne1l lnda.d partly dlEappcarad through the pow€r of a
herb cal1qd Sände!-. when now DärE let hlB wif" in-agaln'
he notlced the smel1 of the sandar and axclalncd "Al
Eandarlrr neanlng hov strong the 8nel1 of thc 8 andar 18 '61 dcalgnatlng atrength ln Persian. So hc slept wlth her'
6d thc-becanä pragprst - W nlE' yet er h18 nlnd t'tag
aralnet her becaua; of thr odour, he a"nt her back to
h;i father Phlllp, Thcn ahc gave blrth to Alcxander;
thus ahe naned hlni attcr the nanc of thc herb wlth whlch
she nad been trceted' ln the wa-y of ueta's worda ln
the ni.ght of the cohabltatLot|,,

therees thlr tale conaa,acroas to modern

raadera ad thr flrst nouth-dctalgcnt comarelal cv"r'
to ?.rsleru of Bny rpoch 1t ls fuU of hi]-s:rlous rj1lcc'
Thole srch-cncnles tha Glccka are rcally at thc rcoelvlng

-l

a
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end! Not only do they reck (eyen their royalty),
and not only is the Greck prlncess ehlppcd bact to
her father ln lgnomlny (a gross af,front only wcakllngs
woufd take gently to), but the only "creek. vho eyer
nanaged to set the world on end 1€ (whloh explaine lt
all, of lmperial lranlan btood.

There ls another ]/erolon of the tale toor by
the historlan at-T.abarf ( froro fabarlstan ln nolthern
Persla, A. 92t), enpb.asLzlng that E:E II and Alexand.r
were brotbere, aons of LErE f - who coul-d not I tenal the
foul stench fron tbe breath and Ewcat of *b6,rcü.rek pltncess
HalEl (= OlJrnpia€,,. 'Ihe rcmedy unanLnou! 1y suggested by
the erudite wa8 to trcat ber wlth"thc wood of a trce $hlch
in ?ersian 18 ca11cd sanalarr'; thle was cooked, anil Ehe was
washeal L:rubbral / wlth lt aDal wlth thc broth. Ncvüthelege,
the snell dld not qulte go eway, and sha is returned, 1n a
plegnart condltlon. Her 3on ls called Haldi-Sandartls,
glvlng rlsc to the later A]-f ekanda:fte.t)

A nere folk etynology? If so, lt is not a very
good ona, aE it doe8 not eccount adcquately tor the name

Alexander with its -ks- and 6tlu less for the Arablc and
later Peralan foro wlth i,ts -st- (Al-Iskanalar, Iskcnd"r).
If it iB a folk-etyuology, would onc not hav? founal en
easlcr expedisnt - such as suggestlng that the Greek and

Arabic forna wGre &ere corruptlons ol !.9. the anclent
hanlan hero's nane lefeadiar? It 1€ harally plau€lble
that both tha rceklng prlnccss anil the aanalalwood storles
were concoctod Blnply to substantlatc a folk-ctlnnology.
lhe wholc thlng bears the stanp of leg6nd, and lcg.nas are
not Eluply let alown fron the air,lth"y berc thclr o"lgin8,
we nuat suppo€e, Ln ant"rlor huüan obs ervatlons. Ifhat
1c It that la 'iobeerved.rr bcr.? Jefinltcly not a charactcr-
lsttc of o\rnpiaB (who ncyer wae ,a!lus' wlfe). It l8'
ratherr an a4clent rltual of royalty.

In Bratdhist thought, the sanctlty of a worlal-
conque"Lng and righteous nonarch, the oakravartln,
ls evlalent fron the bslief that th€ pcrfune of satrdelwood

lasues frou trie nrouth2 l1kew18e the xgypttan god cxlBled
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a sc"nt on epptoachlng thä hulen ouecn' and th€ dylng

filDpolytus acnses thc ncarncsa of Artrnlt by th? breeth

of hcav"nly fragranac cnitted by the godilcea lJ Sandar

lnalard Ls sandels'ood Ln Pel'slan, and lt ls (prtner!.}yJ
the brcath of the Drlnc.ae that has to bc changad - bcfore
Bhe can conc"lve the worlat-coparor, rho cYl,ilantly hcra I'g

thr rtght.ou! antlthcEls to hl8 half-blothrr thc tyrenntcel
DM' Il. 1.c. an unprobloatio cakravarth flgurcr Th.
snclsrrt a[pcror€ of ?arrla wele of goally d.rscantt thc
8lndu @klevartln 18 a partlal lnoaraatlon of, tho god
Ittanu; end Al.Fnaler eocordlng to thr doslnant l.gcnal
of latcr tlncr, as p.nncd Br th! lgypttan rrlter Pseuilo-
cal.llstb.Lg ( ca 2OO AIt, wa! fath'roal by the Egyptlar
8un-god Atrdon, aBd was hl! partlal !,noarnBtl on. (Itl
PEcudo-Cal.U3then.s t&:!rlcr of 36r!t {,üj.tbe gulße of
Annoü gct3 Oqrnple! with chllal, wheroupon rhc 1s r.turncal
to Phl.UIr and glrles br.rtb to a firturr world-ruler tton
Qgpt9- vcry clnllar to tb. PerEl8n v!r'lon, ln tact-,

Tb6 ?eralan story, thcn, lhows up a EJmthcst€,
or a €Jrtrblosi8, of olal and [ewer .Icnürtr. lhcrc ls tbG
patcnt patriotlc rrlsb, ray duty, of con?utlng the woI]-at-
conou"rln8 llcxendcr figurr lYon an allür invadc! ln?o
a lcgltloatc contlnuatt olr of a natl,vc (Pcralaü and EBrp-
tlan, tradltlon and 11nra6e. th.G sand"l.wood. 16 stlll
th6re, ar a larL of goatly blesElngr and atlvinc nlrrton,
ln olalen tl.nö6, yct thfu !.a forgottcn - charactcrlsüloelly,
lt ts tho laarneal onaa wbo heyc brorrlcal€e of sarriklwooal, ;

at-TabarI .ay.7 T}:e sa,ndGlwooal havlng luoh ftaprnca,
1t 80 to rD.ek Gvotrd l.ta coatrert ln tha ninatE ot ths
ersek-bstlng ?ersLalc, thr sn.lly prlnoaor. lhls lattcr
ryth shqrlil not br ro.p a! Da!.ly 3 raubblng of th.
G!ecka., Lowryer, ftr occuffance l,r ebo an lnalloatl,cn
thät th. c'itritl furctlon ol the Eandclwooat wer bcLng
or had been lorgott"nr tbough th. EanalrLwood ttrclf war
r.rc6bcreal rtl1l, end tlrat a ncw fiüctloüallty was oa11.il
for: ttr othcr wolil€, thet the aandrlwood woulat cr,tb.r!
have to be forgottcn, to dlJr up conplatcly, or bG loptant-
cd and strlkc n.w lootr LB e ncw pstchologlGl, poli,tloal
€colo5r.

!
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NO TES

THE CNflTRE-PERIP,i{MY },IYqH OF IHE IYORI,I) ( rronti spl ece)

(Arablc text, translatlon: ) ',t']le nountaln of eäf:
,The theologlcal connentators have sald that lt i; aüosntrfn. surroundlng thc world, nade out of gracn
chrysollt.7- and that th? gre.n colour of tic skvls fron it9 Behln{ lt arc üorlde and creatures wjtlch
none knows but cody Sone of tbe conncntatora have 6a1dthat. there is abeolutcly no mountaln along the nountalneor tnF ealth whlcb alocE not hayc one of its roots con_nected i,rlth Qäf?, If Goit wlsher.a'pggll-g !o Ui-,iasiroyea
He ordere the anqel entruoted wlth-e!?9 who tfren-nrov"eone oI lta root87, whlch glves way under thcn-lrrt
-.al-Qazwfnl, Rosmographlr (.:'t J.Jl jla. c?L{t), I.ed F wlletenfcld, cbttrngcn 18fi, p ü.(iZo)
":.? qgdl.y hofy lron pole, servtng to fastcn thepied-flanked _holy beF8t.. ,,)a ho_1y pqle of seven stagesconsleting of pure si_Ivertr/ - I Uünkdcel, Dlc Weltcolr_heit6n _d.r wogullsch. t'Iythologi., fn, fäfctf S"inie,vIIr, Erdep.st 1902, p 101

Presldent .Tj.m'ny Carter, Notre Dane Unlverslty, llay 221977, quoted in AK Henrtkson, Ancrlca'a ciranlin!-ir accj.n the World: _Fron 'Perlpheryr to 'Centre,""- in:uenrr. ano .Yerlphery, Spatlal Varlatlon in politlcs.
ed J Gottmann, ionaon lgaO, p Ttit, ---
. nineral, very hard, cf ,' ada.nantlnc'r ; the Kalnucksrueet of Astrakhan anil thc Caeptan Sea'lftewfse froiäthat thc.outerrnoat rlng of nountaln!, outsldc theoutcrnost safty,/bltter ocpan surroundlng the worLd.l-s_of _lron - U- Hotmberg (Harva), Dcr Baürn aes ilüä;l",Hels- 1922, p 49; cf EAS Butteäortb, Tli. !;;u-;;'l;.Nayef.of the-Earth, Berlin t97o, pp ie+_re- (on-i"i-"*_
oanceq sacred centraf tree, anal z lggrr,?ats of Babylon)
fn a nodern recordlng fron Central Asl,a, an expedltlon
:."glnT.tog 

-ro ascend the nythical l{orld Mountain notLcesInal trne aky_was starting tO tuIT! whlte _ from thererrecrlon or thc Lake of üt1k upon lts surnnlt. (- gautldes Lcbens, p 78.)
thus.it is.a real, abaotute perlph.fJ llne, dividlnA offour ,lnner, circfc of knowledgc fron- the perlphery ärea= total non-knowledge by nan

an_Iranlan basic,notton, probabfy inspired by (butorly-lnsptred by) the Babylonian idqa of a etnAlewor-r.o rviountatn, cf cb. .4 ( EaflJ Iranlan Unlyer;a1tsn)pelow

accordlng to Mantcbean and Eubscquent fslaJnlc tradlttona! angcl holds thc World uountalri, eäf, ln frfs trÄna,cf ch I p tO below (Babylonlan inventory of A. laga;d )

'5
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the word ,-s t- tn Areblc algnlftcently neans
both 'rrootrr and "velnr' (botanlcal and enatomlcal),
as well as "sternl of a plant or lcaf; lt thus
capturcs, and su!l! up, thc anclent l"leropotanl.an ar
wc11 a6 thc subseournt Iranlan vlrt ln atr orthodox
Islanlr nutshc11, ib latcr cheptqrr wll1 demonstrate;
the !a{. <Irdq jtc is a derlvatlon of thc sane
word, 1nt ere8 tlngly
tbe notlon of thls nountaln alenoEtrate8 the close
conceptual, assoclativc afflnlty bltwccn ccntre and
pertphery I thc orlginal ldca (cf the l4eru of thc
Inallans) ls that of a central ( though northerD'
World Mountaln, whlah aöcountr for its being 6upport-
ed bv an ancel and havlnl contact wlth all other
nounlains of thc world (iardly appllcable to a
clrcDe of mountaln! bGfa.:rd Dgth the landnasE of the
carth and a vast oosanJ: th-e lrfuIlan rworld noun-
tainrlndeed is sai.d to rurlounal the wor1d, yct paes-
1nc throush the Cauoaaua, Hlnalaya8 etc' whllc the
fnälans ('1ndus ärd Sudalhists) operate with both a
central ( though northern) rworld nountaln' and a
pertpheral rlng of nountalns, the Lokaloka.
?he fsfarnic Qäf appears to ba a vallant try at
conbining both - i.c. both certrc and perlpherTl

the centre of the world ls enslsa€led Yarlousfy aa
a pillar/po1c, a Bhaft of 1lght (thu8 ln Manlchelsrn'
" the pllIar of pralse/fan."), a tonerlng tree or
(or: upon) a nounta!,n, as Y111 be scen ln thls
6tudy. In the quotetion here, fron a holy hylnn of
the i4ansj. (Vogul) tribe of northweet ernno st sLberla,
it is a pole - for blndi.ng thc supernatural horce
of the suprerne God - outoide the dwelltng of the
Goil, where, incidentally, a tovrcrüng holy tree 18
also found

the quotation 1s selected both for its iuxtaposltlon
of how young the USA ls with how o1d the inagery ls'
and for its explictt and corrlpressed inagery:
Here is both the horlzontal and thc vertleal dirnen-
sion, combined Just llka in ancl"üt ]rleaopotanian
lnacel-v. There 1s thc r18e or ascenaion, to world
eninente, fiterally "hieh-pocition" or "10fty protub-
exancelr, uhich .vtdently, ln Juxtapo€1tIon-vilth a
lowly, basc periphcry, constltutas trths thlafe' --
nattönal order" (whethrr old or new)

11
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trO T ES

I: ?URPOSE OF STTJDY

E

J Galtung, T lleiestao, -C Ruqcng: On the last
2500 Years in flestern Histpry ano sone Renarke
on the Conlng 500, Trenos in llestern Ctvillzatlon
(TWC) Progran no. L+, p f/
.u'tisnre Lamotte, La chänln dc Soudoha

cf tne A6oka eoict ca ?60 BC (Ino1a/; ln Tlbrt /th-6ün
c"ntury At the klngs uaeo Buoohlern to strength.n the1r
centraf power at tnc crpense of tnc fquqal lorqE, anc
latva enjoineo orastlc punl€nncnts for antl-Buoqnj,st
"c!in.6", e,g. inock a nonk aoct your tongue ia to be
tort out, ateal fron a nonastely and off goes your
ann i thc Buryat llongola ln the 16tb-llth ccntutXr werr
eager rrcruaadersrr a€aLngt tne pagan snana_ns

lhree wavea of -&rdohlst proselytlzlng have inpingeo.
upon thc l{cst: Teravada tsuoohlan bcforc the Firstr/orld War, Z crt Buddhl8n aftsr tha Sccond, end exl1e
llbetan dtddhlrn tron the nld-1960'!. Yct lt Eav be
stresaed that traditionally and gcneralLy Buddhiäm
nakes none of rrthat claln on othrr people's soul'r a,s
Christlanlty. Though e.g, flb?tan hlstory ls replete
wlth 'rTeligious walst',, these are predominantly warg
between nonastcries concernlng ccononlc and politj.cal
reeources. rJuddhism has llttlG of thc theoloqlcal
etrr.fe characteriElng the nonotheLst falths, ä.nd does
not dcnand persolral faith and confornlty of convlctlon.It tolerates non-Buddlrist oe1tlc8, ano -ha6 a pantheon
of lts.ovn. Tnua "socular oeltlcs', accordlnc to
Buddhlst doctrlne nal rccelye "accufar sacrlilc€s'
(on1y blood sacrifices belng rcpugnant); threc deltles
are thought to be subJect to thc rulc ol birth end
death, Derely on a lolger tj.me-acale thar hunane,whcrl,s 6iva arü otnsr supra,sccular gods, ln realttJgodhl8attvas ( riuddhas ) , are 1nnort31-

H Stang, 0n H.lstorlcal EcologLsn.. Dtogcnes,
Parls/ Fforence 1941

Irmtnsul, generally tranelalcd aE "nlqhty pl1l-ar"
{but poselbly rather = rrricayenly ptllart, was destroy€d
by oharLenagne 1n /72. 'Ihe oonn€ctlon with clase!,cal
Greek concepts of a pll1ar of thc stir was obaerved by
An Cook, Z6us, II, pp ro ff (Z"us and thc Stry Pillarlr
cf EAS &rtterwortnr thc -[r!e at tnc l,Iavel of tnc
8ar.tn, Berlin 1970, p 11.

Pnon Pcnh = llouBtaln of tlre lanq. froD Htnqu conccDtof t'lount Merrr. L'onmrnlcatlon by Prof. H Haruoe, Os1ö
Pcak of Aöam ld th6 sane baalc i.daa, froe Sabylonia

gelliüf:ä6ö üonsollsclc volkEnärcoclr' ttlocldorf 196t,

2
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2. .$ARLY CrINESE UNl YERSAT,ISM

v

10

11

19

r-4

L)

1o

B Karlgren, Ihe Book of odes, T]lc Museuu of
tr'ar Eaatern Antlquj.tlcs, Buft€tlrs 16-17 (1944,
1945), (reprint) Stth 19t0, no, tot, p 263

-Ihrng ,zobln,.Y1n lipu (Ycar llst of the yin Dyuaety),
194b, rcprlnt Taipel undatcd; cf W Eichhorn, ute -
Rellglonen Chlnas, Stuttgart-!€r1ln. K61 n-yIa,Lnz I9.l.J,pp 1', l',/

Dlchhorn p 22

Cuo Moio, Chiughfrg Ahlhalai ( t)! Brabso Ase).
Bcldshlng 19+5,.F.15t. Ilcbhoni p 2? n 4

tr\rng Yulan, A HlEtorT of Chlneac Phl]osophv. I.tr81 .D Bodde, Princcton 1952 rcprlnt lgtj,- i xi;th" Ieluge is tradltlonally plaöcd ln thc yäare
of Yü's predec eaaor 225b-22O6, the Hsla dynaety
datea to z2oj-I766 (or 1?Str; thc flrst aütno:ttcatca
date lD. Chinese hlstory, hor{.ver, Ld 776 BC(a 8un ec1lps e,

Karlgrcn no. 304, 3o5, pp ?64-266; ou sacrlftctnato the four ouartera, 6ec fx no 212, pp l6b-lo?
Elshhorn p 7+ rL 21

Th-e liythology of All naccs, V: Senltic, SH Langalon,
N.Y, 1904, pp 22r, 3't2

agc of the world conquelorfi Sargon of Akkail (Agade,,
on whon aee below.

Cf a18o l,angdon p f45: "prophccy' on havoc of
Subartu, Assyrla, EIan, Akkad, and [entton of
thcse pcoples by Sargon f
tr\rng Yulan !? ro,30i Karlgren no. 241, p 19+: " Heaven
e8tabllshed for ltsel-f a countrpart \on earthl ,.
God nade a state, nadc a counterpart of hlnaelf..
ao there.y?s glyg! him f8c. thr tln8il brightne8s..r,;
aame \o.275, p 241: "you are ablc tö-be a-counterpartto }I€avenrr

e.g, farlgren 
^o. 

259, p ?26

trangalon p 2O5

Fung Tulan ! 29 '
Langilon p ,10; &rng Yulan p 26

El chhorn p 47

saeep22n5
lengaton pp 11i', l-69-17t (both beBeYoLcnt a,lld hostll'ej

1?

18

t



19

20

21

25

2+

26

27

tot

Elchhorn p 23

sane n 8

Karlgren no, 2r7, p 2222 'the Vaultod Blue't

El chloral p 166

sane p 151

Ihere ariEts no good Chiuese ctlrnoLogical dlctlonaqr,
and thlB suggeation 1€ Eaale wlth all rcaerye

Eichhor"r p 12. Ihe rrsongs froe dlverae landar, orrrfron the (fourj quartersrr, cuofeng, conpriees theflrst 160 ode8 of the Zhthching or BoOk of Odea,
t"61 B Karlgren, cf note 1 aboTe

Elchhora p t,
eanc pp 64, 71

saBE pp 72, '.t6

Eerodot 7,U4 nentiong aa a custon of the Persians
at the tine of Xcrrcs the live burlal of alne boys
anal glr].8 at the line roatls dedlcateal to the god of
the underworld; F Spt"gel, fanigche AlterthunEkunde
Lpz f975t II' p 19I n 1' lnput€s thls to SabyLonlan
txadltlon, yet the Sabylonlang anal Sruerlans venerate
the nrnber arTen, not nlne, and thls waa pasaetl onto the lranian8

Elqhhorn p /4, al1scu861ng a1€o the four-nountalns,
flve-noutrtalla and alne-nountalns conaeption€ of theghil1cae

1,1n9 Zhunzheng, K'un-lu[-h111o ck aloal H8t-wang-nu,
BuUetln of the Instltute of Ethnolo$r, Acad. gin.,
'ilo. 

22 17966)

but see ed of, chapter

t4
t5

tl sa:ne p /b

tB K ghl]letori, über dea !üt- sun Stant0 1n Centralarlcu,
reletl Szenle III, Builapest 1902, pp 110-111

30

Eichhorat p 75i "Klng noth€x,r reca]-l.s franlan
Aralylcura Anahlta arld. the ancle!'t l'!"sopotarnian
nother Eoddee8, on whlch nore ln ch.

Elchhorn p 78

samc p 82

sarne p 64
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,9 Bret8chnelder, Medlaval r€searcheg fron Eastern
Aslatlc Sour-cee, T,ondon 1E88, I, pp 255-259i
J llarquart, Guwalnf's Berlcht.., Deutsche Akad. der
lliee.; Ph-ir. K1., 1912; It Stang, tltlggis qEn an<l
the f,.o1e of a Legend, ch. 2 ( forthconl,ng )

40

41

Shlratorl pp 116-118

the uftinate ori.gln of
Sanekrit Kunr, cf. end

Shlratori p 120

Kun-lun nay neverthel eae be
of chapter

42

4t

+4

45

46

47

/r..attractlon to the 11ght
sane p lry land aversion to the alarkncss

I lr.Bo ltlaog.rlad€ F.öullarlty
El chhorn pp 8b-87 l91t tlr ayiteaatra !6-Ji totL
arnä.}r-tn a,r v .r,!o+{ lconccDtr a! the bcrlr lor a

lrau€J.otls syrtor e.rl a! yct
| ^n1y be atteitcd ln lrrn andspl.get, II, pp 1a-19: ti;bitonra. _ prus-nöisn ---

I11.a: Yfn-vans of Daoi6n. b: tbe Hlnau Telra
(Ttbetan raä-rje) - ineptied fron Wcstcrnl-fE--fa -
eyubollzlffi.üEiersal growth anal unl.vcrsal conEclous-
n.aa, aa Eplralllng upwarda likc Ku49a11nf thc scr-
pent, wh1le the top and bottou lotue orna[cnta rep-
rcarnt polarLtles in congcloua rrlate:ca, e.g. nan-
srÄtr trtibt-carbrrar., aocträctloD.-crihtldle ^. r'r Et5irhitücrvr'+tlli.c&_lEae. et _tb' sstrl -c'.f th,
tclth, B.tlln 1970, it 115, I29, 2o5, pl.B o ftroci'
rheo+ .nrt Prrclioi äi tn"'rooiirr, i.rao+ 1t61 p ftl'
26-iI1 , 

'9, 
/O, 1z6t th. ihddbra u fatb.r a.ü

rotbcf', tha struaGl. b.tt.6 liaht aJrd d.!l(Data,
the delty Hemta's coupllng of tlrc "trroth€r' and thenfathcrn - the üa'o coefflclents of salvatlon, thc
duddhlgt8 through thelr the€ls of the inpucit
dualtty of the thought of Illunln&tlon lallyld€d into
gSoalE anal praxl8 and reunlted) lrere perhapatthr f,irsto deflDc a sotello1ogr ln which the nalc-femal,e
blnone plays a predontnent part. The yin-yang
valra shovrn here l8 fron ?er Kverrr€. A NoFrcclan
llFilrer ln Tlbat, l'lenJulrt, N. o.ril' 19?5, i loti:
üh6-ta!C, rul aa bt th. goal-aad-huaen Lord ol
lorg.vt tl'i tholc rbo ar. d.altln.d to liy. arrcat."cd ln bluc lnk ln tha re8lstr.J|, thor. dütlncöto alle ln black. Blohhorn p 142

Sa.I|e p 141: Talplng (conplcte harnony), fron thrc.
stäg"a= three ateps (ephcrc8) of haavcn - cf ltintan
and ultlnately Mesopotal lan threc hoavena oonc?Dt(1at6r sercn). Langdon Dp 94-95, 171-l It
El chhorn p 91

hrng Yulan p 2l; Elchhorn p 9t

El chhorar p 95

laodzu wa6 supposed to dwefl "above in thc Jadc
Capltal, below ncar thG Polar Star" - Elchhor.tl Dp15?, 101-10'

I+8

49

50

))

-- ---'1
l

t
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,4 sa;o P 128

)5 €ame P r)iJ

56 nlng Yulan, p t9l, quoting thc lhrallanozu ca lro .bC.
Tne heavenly pillar te1llngly i8 atop a nountaln

57 ct !ot. 56 (p 11)

5a hrDG Yulen P 2OO

. 59 earc pp 4?' 7r; whareas Fung Yul€tl btatcs that
the ?rlnccss' poesLble chlct dclty of thc Tat-
zhan, ls ra purely DaolEt delty", we note that
thc Iranlan (and surcly Babylonlanl-bas ad ) nany-
colouled Ar{ilgura Anahlta of thc lrenlanr upon
thc nountaln sftb thc sprlng ol Imre vater (of
llfe) has thr aa.nc ftrnctlo! as tbls Pr1nc"a6,
of ln8pirlDg anal aldlng chllilblrth' cf F Splcgel'
Ebant8che Altbrtüunskund a, II' p 5r. The nar.y-
colouredneae 1o strcssed ln tho Yakut tala,
ln turn baaed on the lranlarr. of thc llother-
goddeas and the Flrst Maa' sce

60 Fung Yulan PP 16?-168; r:-:':"' " ,.: ' - . j: .:t,, :..- : Yr-.'r:,' . .,t:)'., i,.:61 Buttorrorth PP 2a-29

62 Splegel, I1' pp 55-5it; BundahcÜn

6t countlcss voralona and varlatlona; for the
oldest. Pe cudocallls thcneE floü A1clanilr!,a ca
200 AD, see ("d) J Zacber

64 E chavannea, f,c t'al chan, 1910' pp +24-425i
B KarLgren, Early Chlnasc !11rror fBscrlptlon8,
3ullctln of thc llus eum of Far Eastern Antlgul-
tiea, no. 6, Stkh,19r4, p 29r G luccl' lbo
ttreory and ?racticc of the tlardB]-a' London 1961'
P 141; Elchbon P 75

6, luccl p 141

66 trhng Yulan pp xxii-xxilli " Thl's concGpt (of
world rul6r - HS), in fact' ls lnplled by the
very term !'lon hela.'

67 Etcbhotln p 1O5

68 sarG p 1rl
h9 sane PP +1-42, U6

'lO These flve colours are r€founil ln othqr
Hlnilu and Bualdhlst contettr' sec nrccl P!
t8 (coloureil threads for DakiDg Dandala) '52-5, (colours of psyche)' 6a-69 (delty Heruta)

'/1 Thc Flve Thousarid D1ct1oüa4r' RaFar(t 1965'
D 597
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7? R-A Steln, IlechercheB sur L'.blopee et lE
barate au Tibet, Par16 1959, pp 2b4, tO4 rL 4,

'i, K Shiratori, ohlnese rdcas Reflected ln the
Ta-ch'ln Accounta, ln: l4en. of the Res. !cpt.of thc loyo Junko, no. 15, lokyo 1956

?4 Steln pp ,06-10'/ n 71

'/i O Chavannea, 1)ocunenta sur 116 I:ou-klue or..
19Or, p 121 ( Iang Zhou,

'/6 {tudes li1lle laLou, Paris 19i1, A Mecl)onalo, Une
]-ecture dee Pelllot.., p ,85

77 though ln the latter caae aa trana[lttco by wayof Chlna
.^ i. -lA .EtudsE I'[11e lelou, op clt

'/9 l\rng Yulan p 92

AO sa[c p 94

aL eamc p 272

82 sane pp 21L, 26'l-26A

8, tllccl p 142

84 lttcnhorn p 111

85 cf next ct|. pp 2/3O



.EARIY TNDIAN U$I V ERSALTSM

Gonda p 12?

salre pp 125-125

I follow l4aurlc6 P6zaro, ano not
view of ludvig ltruller (lJerln|ark)
lius ( Swede[)
I l,aroohe, 'Ihe y.lddle Ea8t, 1n:
01v111zat1on, J,ondon 1r14' P 4/

langdon p J46

sam6p41+nz9
fuccipp 42, 25, M

ü Euade . 11619. o 33

a popular Budalhtst oonc.pt - cf. e.g. W Hei88lg,
l)1e Fa,tlilie+- und Klrcbsngcachlohtr der lilongolcn,
A8latrische loftcll.rngan'V, p 50...Oe thc rdhcel
paradlgu ot !{1Ddu16n and b'rddltl6n belowi tbc
brahsacakta. "the erc"ll.ent wbaaLl', dqnot"! th6

J conala, Ancient Indla! Klngrhlp,
pp f8, 60; w Klrfc1' nle Kosüologlc dsr Indcr'
Lpz la. .,
c Tuccl, 'Ihc lheory and Practlce of the ltlaldala,
LÖndon 196l, p 41
In the EthloplaD. verslon of the Aloxandcr lcgend,
based upon an Arabl c orlgtnal ' A. Eeeks thc scvc'll
treagures of Solo[o Ln Babylon - EAtt Budge, lhe
Llfe and E'xp1olt8 ot A. the Grcet, Loltdon 1896'
p cvl.

oonda pp 124-125

rtrng Yulanr op. ott.
Gonala pp f iz 6-12'l

J Galtung, A structural Theoxy of fnperlallEn,
Journal of Peace Research' 'I7aI, 2, pp 81-11/.

for centrist conceptlcns of the USA' see AK Henrlk-
son,America's Uhanglng Place ln the llorld - Frotr
Peripheryt to 'Uentrer? in: (ed) J Gottnann'
Oentre and Perlphery - Spattal i/arlatlon ln
PoltticB, l,ondon 1980, PP /l-100

5

4

d

10

10?

the earli, er
and Oscar llonte-

Monunents of
( Hittite enpire,l
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1b |Jensinck trVlo 7 pp tt-tS;
tne telrt iuea coulq naturally catc4 on amo be preser_l,eo among Ueniral Aslatj.c tent_dwe11€r

11 tuccr p ,5
1ö sane pp zö, +0, l.l 9

1y sane pp .o-zy
zu saoe p zu

z1 I r.inatrdra, I,ranqalae of a ?a!ttra ;olleCtalleum, an:yoll eclanca ...ongollca, L,,est.cnrlft,tint;;;;:'e;' w

;'"i;;ta'Asratrscne 
roracnungen r,, ir. 

""Ü." 3""iv"",
a pro'nrJreltt coalacter.r€t1c ol tjre free oI l,ri.6 Inlslamlc ve-rsl o!€ ol i4cl rqrreolartuer 'e lilexanqer r'ottrallce uco'

2) hrcci pp 4j, 1o9

z4 oego oa=Onpnalos, Uutterworth pp +.r

I

21

z8

lJ Butterv'or:tn p 1Ju

sane p e4

tala pletc rvi, tuccr p l<,
;urter^'ortrr pp 1l- -11,

oago ba=oilpnaloa, Buttelvorrn pp 49. or
sane p +9, plate x1r

to, 
tlff ',:";;iti "rlf :"t"'ut, in: iteLlsious stua 1 es,

Itrcci p 1rö

ii.ll""rljl'"tl"HJlH:"1;": str c, o r iile nountai n

: n;,.lli:1";k;: 
^ 
ff 

"ft ii"Ji 
""llil1g "i.ii,33""",

rarttng Etre t,rce, find€ rn3-hrrd.Hhlch Alexander'
e. g.'ünEra ;;";i";;*i;, :ä, #;.:1i if*,,i.i:l"ii;
*'ill;ä"J1"no1olu'i.lJl;" [;tü:"f,;],];j n *,,

filüft:t gi:iliiii*äel,,,ffiäi'igiiri yii

to

t7
ng wl,th
ar' cf
; llteith
lPp 5e,
Lr'49

)4

1o

,a
'\cci p 1rö;

Suttet:riorth
lutteryort[ p Br;
44, plate xvl iip

langdo o p 10,
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J9 cl al-so, l,angdoa pg 28+-5t 1.. .l,tllgLshzlua, a vegeta-
rr.on qcity anu r^or|tt of r e dyrng _gou li*rnnuz. Sor!"-rrnea l1e iras not only th. MuEhrffu fserpcnt - HSIsprtlgfng fron nla shouldera but eko a sarptnttwlning about hl8 öody.{' Cf a]-ao sane p 18.

40 Wensinck p tiz
41 Avalon p ,5Lt Buttej.vlorth p 8+

42 Splcgel I p 46+

+. EARLY lRAi/lAN UälVERSA.LIsü

1

2

t
4

tanasclua, ]-4 Sprcgel Il p 15

Splege1 l-t pD b-i r 9, 15-16, I
sa-|nr iI PP 12+-12>, cf langdon

spl.sel r !p i6i:tliir
sane I p 192

'undahefn 
ed Jus tt 'Spla8el I p 206. The lranien conotptlo! rs evLdcntly

r;fl;ctcd an AithltoE iAethlcu!,, fron lotrla, ed H

kuttkc, lpz 1u5r, pp Lxxlv-l:(rY, ts1t

s!!.egcl Il pp 5l-52 t 2

U Holnbcrg (ltgrva), ler Eaun drs lrebcns' HeIB.L9zz,
p 5/; Butteraorüh P 1

we recall tne whltc-haLrcd Qucea lother of the
vJeat, aDovc P

p 45b

p 17o

lu rül.,&ddhr at, cf e.g. W Heisstg' Irl I FamrLl'en- und
Xlrch"önae6cntoÄtlrorE.t bung dar tlorgolcn' I' L81at-
j.eche FörecrmnSan i, |ficsbarlcn 19tv' p +) \a colophon
fron 164Q/: 'rtiortrrls'ta, ru13t of thc hcav€nIy splrlts
lrkc urto t!!a nilk Fitr weE transfomco whcn the
luchr holy öt43ra (Xln vas oorn.r

r.1

1a

14

1t

spr egel II p 55

l,a!gco! PP lod-110i a8 to
fat-s-, cf Holnbcr8i \ 1v22,,
st ü.arJr fagure
SpLcgcl 11 p t4 n 1'

rangdoo pF 1O8,90 fiil6

"Queen who a110ts tire
p 66 on East lhropoan

sp'.egcl pp )1- 14



16 Sptcgel I pp ,o9, 52t, >42

6anc t p +8?; cf AR Ändcrson, Alcxander'€ Gate.,,
caDbr, i,:a6s. !)12, p 2I rr 7.

the tree aacrod to Anu (thc suprcnc goql ln
Srrn€llan nytholo€Or ls callco Ur-nu, 0! . ' :, ;
Habrcx nanna = crudatlon of tatrarlst \pl,a!t ot
lltrt , Langdon p y7

cf nerartrck iL922 ) Dp 6+-65

in tnc I'lexanocr lcgcnd, cf Iq brlnä[a r.ry t{izanri
canöcvi; lne Alcxanqcr Lcgenoa ln Pergian i,itera-ture", Brltlsh ll bral{l ( cxhl oltlon brochure,,ept of Ortental l,te€ & PrLntcq Book Il )-tli?-7,9,i7 )

Lar8oon pp zai 'tg699i 3A Rybakov, Ko €nogo nlü eslttL1aainvollka,., in: nlnno-Uglry I Slavlanc, Icn,19ie, pp 'l-t4

langqon p 204, Splegel t p Szl
gplog€l I pp ,za, 419

Eero I p 4ao

rlao by Hloous, cf tt K1.rfc1, Dic Kosnographlc oerInoqr, Bontv'Lpz I92O, p I75
fegcrlo of Ferldtrnre sons dlvlallBg the world,Splcgrl 1 p 54l
cf. langdon, ch y t{lhe lunar Croeccnt aI]q tb,e
Boyrl", e6p. p 7/2, alj.d La.roche, thc Mj.ddle East.p.oö, A Text of Tlglath-Ptlo8er I: " 1}ro great
rlggurats.,haye I Conetruotcd.. A eanctuary ae aqwelllng placc of thcir plresulsa, aa a ecai fortaclr cel"bratlon€, wbich raqlatc 1ikc th" Btarsor.ncaven, I would lneElnr, I nads thre6 zlggurabralacq unto heaven. "

Penalnck p +0, vhcre 'rooftop,'aL- fe lnaccuratelv
renqpra,r ',platc', cf alro p ,9-
Earc pp 4O-+,

lallgoon p 2O8

Sprcgel lI pp 246- /

a1-Mae.üqf, Iitur0t ag-gahab, ch. xtv (cq par16
p 269)r Ira!!.an Tle14r of central goloen cupola
upon four pillars - of green, reo, olue anä yellowgcn!, cf lnoian alq gb,lnese colou! schernes abovc -fron whlcn a wat6r orlpples that does not ntx wlth
connon water but lbrlr. tbi \fdrlil fbrlo rlyera

"like a_roof the hedged part was levclleq!',etc, teluge lcg.nq ln Ollganas.b qpic, laDgoon p zzl
sa.ne p 21/
eigntficantly, cf ch. 1 p 18 4 57i.e. China t7 Fung Yul an pp 160-16I
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5. EARIY SM4ITIC Ä,II' EI'ROIIAN IffTvERs{T.TsM

1901,

Po 1e

1

2

5

4.

10

11

g&tüdFrorth p a; cf also al-ivlasctdf p 4, \'52 above

Sutterdortb pp 55-5 |

and to hie erulatora, ef Solomo

thus all three in c,g, eun-axa ns of A. legcnd _ while
-a modcrn Fepse legello 6n tne flanlng pillar ..r-
krDws but onc, w - ZaJcava & ,"{ Mullo;"ir. OOra"cv:7ep€€koj rcöi, r,indtg{.d . t959ips. 11_tr-' -----n

-Suncrian l{a4; Ln T,c€ser Asta l{a, cf Mansrh (Forth_
tsc6t Sib€ria.o f6- axkw, '.lviä-nothcr,' - B ftunkäcsl- inKelett Szenls 5, Buoapcst 1904, p jro
Butterworth pp 1+-1,

Journal of ilelleni.stlc Stuoles, xxi,by AJ .ovans; Butt"rworth pp 2+-z>, ig
cf our (Greck-dertvcd) concept of the
and North Pole

Butter:h'orth pp ?9-80

|{e!€lnck 
',1V12.) pp )>, ]tgr. I+,1r, 21

sa-nc pp bl, 60

al-f'Ias(üdI, Murüg ait--dabab, Biol . Geogr, A_rao. (edqe oocJer, / p 2ö9 llfic t4; i{enstnok i jo-- --' '-*
Buttefl.rortn pp 88-E9

cf l,lusll, [n€ ti{arytcre anq Custons of the RwalaBecoulns, N York 19/A, on tne narkeb; anq tfrcmanmtl cuaton disco,ntlnued Dy ibn a6_Sa ud

EäTochc, The trllddlc Xast, pp tz, +1. bO, 6riiangdon gJ-L .. 222-227,76b '

th_e Muslln vlGi,, too, of H Stang, Westernnesa anqTelan, tl$C!r,& Wcstern Ctvtliiat1ou. no. 6.Chalr in gobfllct ,,c Pcace R.ecarch, OÄfo Unti_ tgio
cf John, 4

tradltlon ln Pe6ahln 54 a,

cf _&blpbanius, ,blshop of Salanls l.a Cyprus (4th c. ADr-i-n tan$uon p to: -tnc Nabatean6 worenii iÄ"';i;gi; "
Xonfro mcantng kacou ,squarc etonc, cubue, = kaäOa.r rblaclt.-ltone 4 fr n1fia z ft wtqe 6"-ä-oä"u 

"i s;i;
Ii cnrinet pp ,6, 1b, ,4448

a tar,

Ie

14

16
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1ö

lq

20
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that -"6eten things rere createq before the worlq:the .'orar convcr€lon, the caroen of !.;d6n. Oenennä.
-rnc lJ.yt|Ir L'nrot.p, the Sanctuüy, ttr6 lana of tho'Iileasi,ah,{ cf Wcn€tnck p I /

2T

22

Langdon p rrb
eams pp J44, 

'41€an€ p //
sarne p 15ö

sane P 16; I'Iensinck p 60

langCon p 106

Wenslnck p
Egyptlane,
1 'hls toirr
on Mu6fln t

I,aIIe, Custons and

fron: Pl{ Holt, fhe poslt-
1on and Power of the

24

25

26

27

llanluk Sultan, in: BSOAS.voL. xxxyiii, part 2.p 246. fnterastinE ic thctltle rpllIar of tüe wortd
o tlc-nrl r c rpltlar of thärfautn' 1g con)r!on

)ti
pp
de6
onb

528 ff; cf aleo X
reliBlone, x, p

s

Iilannera of
Coldzl her,

the Mo d ern
Rewc dc
tents d rese ed,5 6, on the

?a

2a

lnaugural butba (speech) of the ca1lpb al-gäkin, qqeas

9f aS?ll al-Has (üdf, notc 1 aboye; and at-TabarT, tafsfr,
-f ,-p +Og, ltnc 14 ff; "Ibn (AbbE; sard:'da pirö"ä-tneholy Ilousc on water, upon four plllare..,'

1

5

7

8

111-ustratlons from langdoo pp 1?9, 90, 1??

eame pp 28L-6 on thc tiro eerpent r61es

Wenetnck pp 65, 2

sane p,

9-J th. ixi.rSnty-l,lansl ) 
. 
yugriane of tvo rtlt;l{c8 t era Slbaria,Bhere ainllar conceptlons, of ultlnatc (franial_trans_mlttcd) Babylonian orlgin ex1st, cf B li,lunkac el in Keletiszenla_9, Budapeet 1908, pp 2O9, ?75, 243, KS 10, 1909,!P ?5-76 et al.

Butterrorth p 
'cf Psalms 74, 12

Yenrinck p 16

Butter.rorth p 8a

lrenslnck p 47

Butterr,rorth pp 70-71

whence poeslbly the eplthct " two-horrrrilt, of Mcsopotanlanroyalty
ButtirForth pp rr9-;141 -.1- .* j : -;!*\4..!:

9

10

11

I1

;
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14

'15

Langdon p 248

€.ane p 252i the dlnenslons of the cedar tree (?O cubltshigh by 24 cubj. tE rlde) are given - and this is onetree, though talk 1s of a cedar forest; cf I sl anit-tradltion on foreet coyered wlth-d foreet eo denee thatthe tree€ just about forn onc tree - Frledländer
langdon pp 2O1,2t7IO

77 and
226

al60, lnconguously, to the r,rest, Iangdon pp 221,

Butterworth p 70

Langdon pp 88-94

hence probabfy notlon€ of a worlil nountaln of lron{-cf Carnoy p_299) or a pt1lar/po1r of tron (U Holnrterg/qarva, Baurr des lebene, po 12, 46;-KF Karlaialnen.
Dle Rellg1on_der Jugra-Wtker, FF Conmunlöations il.nr 44, Hels./Porvoo 1922, II, pp 4Z ff
Buttenorth pp 9r-94

Langdon PP 103, 106: thrice coll?d aca serpent,goat-f1sh, ra$'s hcad

18 report of.Thor ltc!.crdal's 'tlgriüt frft cxpcdttion,
on excavatlona of Suncrlan pyramld ln Urnan; another,
more probable suggcstlon is Bahraln, cxcayatio[r
reported ln Natlonal c.ographic üagarlne lgTB

19 Rutterworth p 147

20 Splegel + pD 495-7i A.t Carney, ttg Uyifrofogy of An kcG,rranlan (vol 6), \ york f9G4, pp 291:2

21 f tustt, tci gtrndahesh; Carnoy p 280

22 langdon p 226, ButtenJorth pp Ot ?1, 159-16\ 4 52, aA2on--the probl 
"ln 

of cetlar vgrsus oi lalcntlcal with- klEkanu tree
2'
24

26

27

?8

1a

'T
32

1t

the Skadesi suol-o lcgend, cf
of MälJr !e.D.gs - and the lost
l.angdon p 17,

I aroche p 21

sare p 65

e.g. ty tinggte anil KuJruk Qen, llth century AD

firifl$t }{'i^l'nlls.""
(forthcomlng, AVtr)

DL H{ ++i
p 292i B
p82

Flstory of the Arabs, Ultnburgh 1970 (10th ed)
lewls, fh. Alabs in Hlstorly, london 1970,

34 I,aro che p ,1
t5 E Burmwe, Sooc Cosoologlcal pattcras ln Babylonr.an
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n.1igion", 1n: SH Hookc (ed), [h" Labyrlnth,
london 19,5' PP 46 ff

,6 wheoce the helght, and the strcsslng of verticalt.ty,
cf laroche p rO

)| SUlteI!^-OIIn PP ))| )Y' Lo)

,8 U Brandensteln, D1e Sprachschlchten in Bereich der
Ägäls, Fest6chrlft H Hirt, Ilcidelberg \916, II,p 18 (ed H Arntz): Arin "Quelle" (pr,), vgI. ved.
arni- !' quelLendee lttaäs6i'l

,9 l{ltti. pp 570-571, anal p ,84 y"hcre another stJrnologlris ploposed

40 of thc al-l,]as(üdi cupola abovc

f treated inter alia in H Stang, Rise of the
Iiedidval Central Asian Ideal of yaorld Domlnatlon -
ötnggte Qän anil the Role of a l,.gend' NAvt!ms'
Oslo 1981 i sanc, l,{yth of thc ltlan of trlany I'ands -
and thc Loot Horizons of thc Vcpse' NAVF nE, 0s1o
1981

2 Dläry of lvlarla Qulsling, 0s1o 1981

3 I larochc, [hc liUddlc East, P 21

4 though not necessarlly an intücdlate onc' or ln the
given conter<t a realistic onc - cf the exl6tEnce of
a conditlonal ten6r in na-nJr l anguagcs

5 sone dlscussion in H Stang, 0n Historical Cau6ality
and Cosnology, Il{c Proqran no.18, Chalr in Confllct
and P€ace Research, Pap€ra no. 91, 0s1o TJnlv.
198I, pp 16-A

6 only the creativity, not the Inperialism sidc i6
dj.scursed in the follovrlng; lt w111 be eeen that
the sole differencc betreen the two consl8ts ln
reveraal of thc lince bctween Cc and Pc. l:.ltough
interpretation of the Inperl.alielr siale: rew natcrials
and work are input, ordere (nonetery, poftttca] con-
trol) and finished, refln€d products (eta'nped vtth
the characterlstlcs of Cc co snology and neede) are
output; on the one slale, obedlcncc, on the othcr,
power, on the one, sonethlng as yet unflnlsh"al in
shape, on the otber the €haplng (of 1ives, lilaa€,naterlal environncnt, obJ ect s )
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the rati.onale of god's creating nan j.e not appalent'
let alone evident, fron the Judaj- c/Chrletlan ceneals
traditlon; that He wants praiEe is falr enough, but
ao Lt is heavens and earth and all croatlon elna Hlspralse; in the surnerlan reltglon, however, the nature
of both the dotted atrd the fu1ly drewn 11ne between Cc
and Pc is clear! nan was created by the gods to fill
up thelr food-chambers for thenl (l,argdon' t 192)

one point rnade !n o Lattinore, the Pertlhery a€ locua of
fnnovation. in (ed J Gottnam) Centre arid Perlphery,
London 1981, pp 206-7

9 a recurrlng experlment up tq the stage where.the
Centra etate is trl1itarl1y (econonlca].l.y etc) strong

71

enougb to check anil evcn reverer€ the tlde, 1.e. the
Perlphery is a eource of Centre lnnovatl,on - another
potni iu-lattimore (n 8, above)

and the so-ca11ed I paga.n reactlonrin early -
Viklng tirnes, cf ! SJovold' Ihe Imn Age Settlenent
of Arctic Norway, I-II, O s1o -B ergen-Irones 19?4

A Toynbee, A study of Historv' characterlzes lrish and
Norse culture as 'abortlYe sivillzatlonar, which en-
phaaizea that they were cvern{helrnetl by nal[strean
Arropean culture when contacts beca.ne lnten€e enough t
but ignores the part played by this culture - at a
1ev61 of medium contact - ln brj.nging then to b-[o86orn

cf e.s. AI4 tallßren, Biarmj,a, Eurasia Septentrlonalia
l.tiäüä,- n.ii. igrr' (nngrrsrr' text, with illustratlone)

H StanA, Rise of thg Mediaval Centlal ^telan ldeal- of
tioiid öminrtion ' ölnggis Qän and the Role of a legenil'
cn. o-y

or that uttcrly Nor^'eg1an Klttilsen notlf ot
o^*i.-r,'^.r" cestt e - riftinate,l.y nared fron aone isfets
Jii-i""in"it liuufa, ia whlch'directlon the Suncrlane
,1"o o"c" sought Dl1nun' Lsn'l of the Blest

J Gottnann' in centre arrd Pertphery' op'cit" p 11

bv eLF Lindenaß (cerrna:ry), who thus 
"tt"ve1'96- 

f,he 2ooo

ri"i:ä rä-ö"ää;;"'ö" tni iiuarlne of- th.e clrcle: it is
iiälr"iiürä to construct a square with the lane area
aa' a glven circle

IO

10

11

1,2

14
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5

6

I Nö1deke, Seltr?.ge zur Geschlchte dee
Alexanderromane, pl 35-t6i (.d) W Clrgas, levden1884, pp l1 ff
Tabarf I, pp 69! ff; Nl,ldeke pD +2-4+
J Gonda, Marks of l4lngqhlp ln-_Anct_ent Indlan Rel., p 60;cf_v Hel6stg, ceschichte äer lro-ngo 1iÄch"n-r,it'".rirlr I f,'p 281, quottnq the blography of än it iLuetriorl" igii'".I4ongol autho r/o rfl c er : - nä ätea tn ntJpiiä"", ii,rrra."_
beren. Duft v-rs trönand'r ( 'spreading düü ad ,,,,o;d eriüi
?::l.tl1 9l l,3nsjot p z1, on'r,eiärti öqä:öcä'äi'ääü.r\syoros ln thF lebanon) who wag attractad to fsls ln$ypt by the dtvtne aroma whtch rsrs häd-rreai;;ä ;;."the cueen, s handrnaidens

(ed) J Zaclrer, Ea11e 186?, pp 8?, 89, 114_115

liöldeke p 44

*i:Slg;gi. F4 h copp.r. Ed,, an

t
AT,I.n{ÄNNTR ANN lHE SAIiDFILUDOD - NOTES:
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