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TÎIE AFRICAN PERSONALITY

Any a t tempt  to  d iscuss  t 'persona l - i t y '  r ^ 'he ther  European,  A f  r i can ,  o r

As ian ,  l s  a t tended by  a  g rea t  dea l  o f  con t roversy  depend ing  on  whether  one

s e e k s  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  i t  a s  a  p o l i t i c a l ,  a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l ,  s o c i o l o g i c a l  o r  c u l t u r a l

c o n c e p t .  S o m e  a t t e m p t s  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  t o  d i s c u s s  1 t  o n  t h e  l e v e 1  o f  " a  w a y  o f

govern ing" - -wh ich  has  been brought  in  by  Western  sys tems o f  economy and po l i -

t i cs .  Invar iab ly ,  th is  approach has  t r ied  to  show,  however  subt ly ,  tha t  the

on ly  h is to ry  there  Ís  in  A f r i ca  i s  tha t  o f  the  Westerners  and tha t ,  there fore ,

t h e  A f r i c a n  P e r s o n a l i t y  i s  a t  b e s t  t h e  p r o d u c t  o f  t h e  " c i v i l i z i n g  e f f e c t "  o f

Western  cu l tu re  on  an  essent ia l l y  cu l tu re less  peop le  on  a  t 'dark  cont inent . t l

Any  ev idence o f  an  asser t i ve  pos i t ion  to  coú i te rac t  th ís  a r rogant ly  s tup id  way

o f  e v a l u a t i n g  A f r i c a  h a s  b e e n  i n t e r p r e t e d  b y  t h e s e  d i s c o v e r e r s  o r  w r i t e r s ,

m o s t l y  W e s t e r n ,  a s  t ' p a t h o 1 o g y , "  " p r e d i c a m e n t " ,  o r  e s s e n t i a 1 l y  p r o o f  o f  t h e

Af r ican 's  bas ic  inab i l i t y  to  learn  and comprehend what  " i s  good fo r  h im"- - tha t

good apparent ly  be ing  Western  cu l tu re  o r  c iv i l i za t ion .  A  look  a t  a  g rea t  num-

ber  o f  books  wr i t ten  about  A f r i ca  by  i ^ les te rners  w i l l  qu ick ly  make th is  po in t ,

however  c lums i ly .

Another  leve l - -wh ich  is  no t  accompan ied  by  much wr i t ing- -a t tempts  to  look

at  the  Af r i can  as  he  is ,  what  i s  happen ing  to  h im,  what  makes h i -m " t i ck . "

Th is  approach s ta r ts  o f f  f rom an acceptance o f  the  fac t  tha t  A f r i ca  has  a  peop le

wi th  a  un ique v iew o f  themse lves  and the  wor ld ,  in  o ther  words  a  peop le  w i th  a

cu l tu re ,  inhab i t ing  a  cont inent  w i th  lo ts  o f  sunsh ine  and on  the  who le  very

l i t t l e  d a r k n e s s .

T t r i s  paper  takes  the  pos i t ion  tha t  what  de f ines  the  Af r i can  Persona l i t y  i s

h i s  " w o r 1 d  v i e w r t ' i . e , ,  h i s  o w n  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  e x i s t e n t i a l  r e a l i t y ,  h i s  o w n  v i e w
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of  h is  co l lec t i ve  be ing  or  ex is tence.  r t  i s  th ls  wor ld  v tew wh lch  in  our  v iew

const i tu tes  the  pr imary  lens  th rough wh ich  he  reduces  the  ine f fab le  wor ld  o f

sense da ta  to  descr ibed fac t .  r t  suggests  tha t  one seeks  to  unders tand a l l

e lse  in  the  wor ld  to  the  ex ten t  tha t  the  res t  o f  the  wor ld  ln te rsec ts  and i -m-

p inges  upon h ls  an t ic ipa t ion  and cont ro l -needs ,  beg inn ing  w i th  one,s  be lng

and ex is tence and then mov lng  to !ùards  a  un iversa l  unders tand ing  cond l t ioned by

tha t  beg inn ing .

r t  s ta r ts  o f f  w i th  a  look  a t  the  spr ing  f rom whÍch  much o f  A f r i can

thought  comes '  r t  a t tempts  to  show where  the  Af r l can  persona l l t y  der ives  i t s

t ' sou l " '  That  spr ing  Ís  A f r i can  cu l tu re  and ph i losophy.  r t  rnkes  a l lowance fo r

the  fac t  o f  i rnp ingement  o f  o ther  cu l tu res  and l i fe  s ty les  upon the  prac t ica l

man i fes ta t ions  o f  th is  ph i losoph ica l  s l tua t ion .  r t  poses  some prob lems resu l -

tan t  upon th is  impíngement  by  o ther  cu l tu res  on  the  so-ca l led  Af r i can  wav o f

l i fe '  r t  suggests  tha t  there  have been n ìany  casua l t ies  a long the  r . ray  to  a  ne ! ,

se l fhood,  bu t  tha t  a  s t rong res is tance to  a  comple te  cap i tu ra t ion  to  those

forces  a imed a t  the  des t ruc t ion  o f  th is  way o f  l i fe  i s  in  ev idence.  Th is  res is -

tance draws i t s  s t rength  f rom the  Af r i can  ph l losoph ica l  roo ts  o r  soc io logy  o f

knowledge wh ich  I  be l ieve  is  the  cor rec t  rou te  to  take  on  the  r^Tay  to  d iscover ing

t h e  A f r i c a n  P e r s o n a l i t y .

This paper wil l  not pretend to provide the answers to the many problems

fac ing  the  Af r i can  in  h is  a t tempts  to  be  and remain  h iuse l f .  r t  w i1 l ,  however ,

a l1ude to  the  genera l .d i rec t ion  tha t  i s  necessary  to  ma in ta in  the  Af r i can

Persona l i t y  wh ich ,  r  ber ieve ,  i s  a  v iabre  concept  and is  no t ,  as  some peop le

th ink  o r  w ish ,  Ín  decay .  Endangered i t  rnay  be ,  bu t  dy lng  i t  i s  no t ,  because i t

i s  g rovm and roo ted  ia  r i ch  ph i losoph ica l  so i l .



We wi l l  hopefu l l y  deve lop  a  c learer  unders tand ing  o f  the  Af r i can

a l1 ty  i f  we s ta r t  f rom the  beg inn ing  and dea l  w i th  some descr ip t ion  o f

p roper t ies  o f  A f r i can  ph i losophy wh ich  have re levance to  the  sub jec t :

Cu l tu re  and the  Concept  o f  Man.

Cu l tu re

J

Person-

key

Afr ican

The genera l l y  accepted  mean ing  o f  cu l tu re  i s  tha t  l t  i s  the  sum to ta l  o f

ways of l lv ing bui l t  up by a group of people or human beings and transmitted

f rom one genera t ion  to  another .  I t  inc ludes ,  accord ing  to  Sekou Toure

. al l  the material and irrnaterial works of art and science, plus know-

ledge,  manners ,  educat ion ,  mode o f  thought ,  behav io r  and a t t i tudes

accumula ted  by  the  peop le  bo th  th rough and by  v i r tue  o f  the i r  s t rugg le

fo r  f reedom f rom the  ho ld  and dorn in ion  o f  na ture .  We a lso  inc lude the

r e s u l t  o f  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  d e v i a t i o n i s t  p o l i t i c s ,  s o c i a l

sys tems o f  domlnat ion  and exp lo i ta t íon  th rough the  produc t ive  process  o f

s o c i a l  l i f e . r

I t  i s  w ise  to  caut ion  r igh t  a t  the  beg inn íng  tha t  human cu l tu res  resemble  one

another  up  to  a  po in t .  D i f fe ren t  cu l t r . r res  on ly  va lue  the i r  cor rnon e lements

d i f fe ren t ly  inso far  as  one pu ts  the  accent  here  and the  o ther  there .  I t  i s  the

order ing  o f  the  e lements  to  one another  v ia  ph í losoph ica l  theor ies  tha t  de termine

the  d i f fe rences  be tween cu l - tu res .  On ly  the  sum to ta l  o f  the  par t i cu la r  ways  o f

do ing  th ings ,  àny  one o f  wh ich  may a lso  occur  in  o ther  cu l tu res ,  p roduces  what

can be  ca l - led  the  "un iqueness"  wh ich  d i f fe ren t ia tes  one peop le  f rom another .

The aggregate  ordered by  a  par t i cu la r  ph i losophíca l  concept ion  cons t i tu tes  the

un ique charac ter  o f  a  cu l tu re .

When peop le  choose a  way o f  1 i fe ,  they  a lso  choose assumpt ions  about -  t tman"

tha t  a re  cons is ten t  w i th  tha t  way  o f  l i fe .  To  the  ex ten t  tha t  there  are  d i f fe r -

ences  in  these assumpt ions  on  the  na ture  o f  man,  to  tha t  ex ten t  a re  there  d i f fe r -

ences  in  cu l tu res .  In  o ther  words ,  soc ie t ies  have d i f fe ren t  cu l tu res  (person-

a l i t ies )  to  the  ex ten t  tha t  they  have d i f fe ren t  assumpt ions  or  theor ies  o f  human

nature .



l"

concepts  o f  man o f ten  d i f fe r  fundarnenta l l y  f rom soc le ty  to  soc le ty  w i th

r e s u l i i n g  i m p l i c a t l o n s  f o r  p o 1 - i t i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  a n c i  s o c 1 a 1  c o n t r o l .  w t r a t

d i f fe ren t ia tes  Af r rcan cu l tu re  f ro rn  o ther  cu l tu res  is  the  way in  wh ich  the

Af r ican  v iews man and h is  pos i t ion  w i th  soc ie ty .

r f '  fo r  example ,  r '7e  cont ras t  the  Af r i can  v iew o f  man v r i th  tha t  represented

by  one cu l tu re  such as  the  lJes tern  l ibera l  democra t ic  cur tu re  coup led  v r i th  the
other  type  o f  wes tern  cu l tu re  represented  by  the  Marx ian  v1ew,  we w i l l  hopefu l i y

he lp  the  reader  to  apprec ia te  how the  Af r i can  percept ion  o f  the  ro le  o f  man and

s ta te  var íes  in  some aspec ts  so  comple te ly  f rom these two.  The two are  chosen

because o f  the i r  re la t i ve  in f luence over  t rad i t iona l  A f r i can  cu l tu re  f ro rn  the

t i rne  o f  the i r  f i r s t  known conr_ac t  w i th  A f r i ca  to  da te .

r t  i s  because o f  the  in f luence o f  these two cu l tu res  tha t  the  ques t ion

a b o u t  t h e  v a l i d i t y  o r  v i a b i r i t y  o f  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f , , A f r i c a n  p e r s o n a l i t y , , h a s

ar isen '  w i th  some peop le  c la iming  tha t  as  A f r i ca  becornes  more  and more  indus-

t r i a l i z e d ,  i t  w i l l  a l s o  b e c o m e  l i e s t e r n i z e d ,  t h a t  i s ,  d e c u l t u r a l i z e d  t o  a n

e x t e n t  t h a t  t o  s p e a k  o f  a n  A f r i c a n  p e r s o n a l i t y  w i - l l  b e , r r o m a n t i c  n o n s e n s e , , a t

v /o rs t  a r rd  mls lead ing  a t  bes t .

An examinat ion  o f  a l l  advocates  o f  l ibera l  democra t ic  ind iv Ídua l i sm revea ls

a  consensus  about  mants  dominant  t ra i ts  ex is t ing  independent ly  o f  any  soc ia l

contex t '  The dominant  no t ion  in  th is  concept ion  be ing  tha t  inc i i v idua ls  a re
t t '  '  '  a b s t r a c t l y  g i v e n ,  w i t h  g i v e n  i n t e r e s t s ,  \ r a n t s ,  p u r p o s e s  a n d  n e e d s .  .

I { h i 1 e  s o c i e t y  a n d  t h e  s t a t e  a r e  p i c t u r e d  a s  s e t s  o f  a c t u a l  o r  p o s s i b l e  s o c i a l

a r rangements  wh ich  respond more  or  less  adequate ly  to  those ind iv idua l  requ i re -
)

ments ' " -  t ' Iha t  i s  suggested  by  th is  no t ion  is  tha t  ind iv idua ls  possess  a  rea lm

o f  c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  b e l i e f s  o r t h o u g h t  t h a t  d o e s  n o t  a f f e c t  o t h e r s  a n d  t h a t  s h o u l d
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remain  icmune f rom in te r fe rence by  ex terna l  agents .  In  o ther  words ,  the  human

persona l i t y  has  two rea lms- -a  soc ia l  and a  pr iva te  rea lm and soc ie ty  shou ld  have

no cont ro l  over  the  la t te r .  One component  o f  the  "p r iva te  rea1n"  i s  the  " in rcard

domain  o i  consc iousness"  u ,h ich  demands l iber tv  o f  consc ience wh ich  leads  to  the

c o n t e n t i o n  t h a t  n a t t e r s  o f  b e l i e f  u s u a l l y  d o  n o t  a f f e c t  o t h e r  p e o p l e ;  t h e r e f c r e ,

be l ie fs  shou ld  remain  the  so le  concern  o f  the  be l iever  and shou ld  be  f ree  f rom

rnan ipu la t ion l  a r ì  idea l  wh ich  suggests  tha i  na tura l  man (apar t  f rom soc ie ty )  i s

born  w i th  " r igh ts "  wh j -ch  impose l im i ta t ions  on  any  soc ie ta l  res t r i c t ions  to  the i r

p u r s u i t .

P e o p l e ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h i s  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  p o s i t i o n  p o p u l a r i z e d  b y  E u r o p e a n

p h i l o s o p h e r s  o f  t h e  1 8 r h  C e n t u r y ,  h a v e  c e r t a i n  n e e d s ,  i n t e r e s t s  a n d  g o a l s  b e c a u s e

t h e y  a r e  t h e  k i n d  o f  c r e a t u r e s  t h e y  a r e .  B e i n g  r a t i o n a l ,  p e o p l e  d i s c o v e r  t h a t

o t h e r  p e o p l e  h a v e  t h e  s a m e  n e e d s  a n d  i n t e r e s t s ,  a n d  t h e y  l e a r n  G o d t s  r u l e s  w h e r e -

b y  a l l  c a n  s a t i s f y  t h e s e  i n t e r e s t s .  L e a r n i n g  G o d ' s  r u 1 e s ,  t h e y  a r e  1 e d  t o  a n

unders tand ing  o f  r igh ts .  Each person

the  ru les  in  in te rac t ing  w i th  t l . rem.

b e f o r e  h u m a n  b e i n g s  f o r m  s o c i e t i e s .

has  the  r igh t  to  requ i re  o thers  to  observe

The t t r igh ts "  ex is t  in  the  "s ta te  o f  na ture"

Accord ing  to  Jchn Locke,  peop le  en ter  th is  wor ld  w i t l ' r  an  in te res t  in  "1 i fe ,

l i b e r t y  a n d  p r o p e r t y " ;  a n C  a c c o r d i n g  t o  T h o m a s  J e f f e r s o n ,  w i t h  " 1 i i e ,  l i b e r t y

a n d  h a p p i n e s s . "  l , i f e  i n  t h i s  c o n t e x t  r e f e r s  t o  s e l f - p r e s e r v a t i o n .  L i b e r t y

re fe rs  to  the  absence o f  res t r l c t ions  on  be l ie f  o r  express ion  o f  them--a  r igh t

wh ich  is  paramount  in  h is to r ica l  European democra t ic  thought .

B ig  p lay  i s  n rade by  J .  S-  Mi l1  o f  the  concept  o f  " inner  fo rces"  in  man

which  inc lude the  " .  .  inna te  capac i t ies  and ta len ts  un ique to  each ind iv idua l

?
tha t  can  deve lop  when no t  in te r fe red  w i th  by  ou ts iders . " -  The idea l  s ta te  o f

man then is  assoc ia ted  w i th  th is  psycho log ica l  c la in  about  capac i t ies  tha t  a re

not  soc ia l l y  induced.  The deve lopment  o f  these " inner  fo rces"  i s  in t r ins ica l l y
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d e s i r a b l e  a n d  a l s o  i n s t r u m e n t a l l y  u s e f u l  a s  a  m e a n s  o f  a c h i e v i n g  s o c l a l  p r o g r e s s .

There fore ,  accord ing  to  th Ís  v iew,  soc ie ty  shou ld  no t  in te r fe re  w i th  the i r

r e a l i z a t i o n '  T h e y  b e r o n g  t o  m a n r s  í n d i v i d u a l i t y .  p r l v a c y  a s  a v a l u e  i s  c l o s e l y

re la ted  to  the  ind iv i< iua l  be ing  le f t  a lone by  o ther  peop le  to  the  exÈent  tha t

he  can lead a  l i fe  in  a  s ty le  and w i th  sa t is fac t ions  tha t  g ive  rea l i za t ion  to

t h e  i n n e r  f o r c e s .  A s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h i s , ' p r i v a t e  s e 1 f , , i s  a  t h i r d  t r a i t  a n d

va lue  wh ich  assumes tha t  peop l .e  a re  capab le  o f  se l f -d i rec t ion .  Though no t  i Ímune

to  soc la l  in f luences '  they  are  never the less  capab le  o f  rev iewing  the i r  be l ie fs

about values and norms that they and others have formed under that inf luence,

c r i t i ca l l y  eva lua t ing  them,  and as  independent  ind iv idua ls  se lec t ing  or  re jec t ing

them and mak i -ng  cho ices  fo r  ac t ion  on  the  bas is  o f  tha t  rev iew.

As Munro  po in ts  ou t ,

Th is  c la im about  the  sanc t i t y  o f  the  pr iva te  rea lm is  .  .  .  cons t rued f romthe concept  o f  the  d ign i ty  o f  man tha t  i s  based on  each person possess inga sou l  in  the  l i keness  o f  God.  s ta te  po l i c ies  tha t  some peop le  regard  asv j 'o la t ions  o f  au tonomy th rough the  man ipu la t ion  o f  be l ie fs  a r rd  cho ices  area lso  v iewed as  v io la t ions  o f  h runan d ign i ty .  Th is  i s  because they  seem to  ,t rea t  peop le  as  a  means to  s ta te  goa ls  ra ther  than as  ends  in  t t " * " " i . , r "J l "a

The other I , Iestern view

Marx is t  theory  c la ims tha t  mants  essent ia l  na ture  is  soc ia l  and tha t , ,na tura l

man"  apar t  f rom soc ia l  re la t ions  is  nonsense.  Marx  makes an  imp l ic i t  d is t inc t Íon

between "mants  
soc ia l  and b io log ica l  na turesr t twh ich  assr .mes tha t  when one ta rks

about  i t r ìpor tan t  aspec ts  o f  man,  one is  ta lk lng  about  h is  soc ia r  na ture .  He

repud ia tes  the  ex is tence o f  any  innate  dr ives  to  sympathet ic  conduct  in  man.  rn

h i s  s i x t h  r h e s i s  o n  F e u r b a c h ,  h e  t a l k s  o f  t h e  h r : r n a n  e s s e n c e  b e i n g , , .  .  .  n o

abs t rac t ion  inherent  in  each s ing le  ind iv idua l .  rn  i t s  rear i t y  i t  i s  the  ensemble

o f  s o c Í a 1  r e l a t i o n s . "  T h e s e  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  h e  v j - e w s  a s  , , .  
. l e g a l l y  d e f i n e d

l inks  in  coopera t ive  produc t ion  (o f  goods  o ther  than those needed fo r  b io log ica l

surv iva l )  tha t  ex j -s t  be tween the  dominant  g r :oups  Ín  any  h is to r ica l  per iod :  s lave-



m a s t e r ,  s e r f - l o r d ,  e m p l o y e e - e m p l o y e r .

s o c i a l  n a t u r e  i s  a  s t a t i c  s u b s t a n c e ;

tha t  changes as  the  re la t ions  ehange.

7

"  î h u s  r e p u d l a t i n g  t h e  n o t i o n  t h a t  m a n ' s

ra ther  suggest ing  tha t  i t  i s  someth ing

An impor tan t  po in t  wh ich  Marx  makes 1s  tha t  man is  the  on ly  c rea ture  fo r

v rhom soc ia l  re la t ionsh ips  take  on  a  c lass  fo rm,  and tha t  man un ique ly  fu l f i l s

h is  soc ia l  essence or  becomes a  soc ia l  be ing  th rough labor - -a  pos i t ion  tha t

echoes a  po in t  o f  Hege l .  Other  an i rna ls  may ge t  goods  needed to  surv ive  f rom

what  i s  a round them,  bu t  nan,  th rough h is  p roduc t ive  labor  c rea tes  these goa1s.

H i s  s i n g u l a r  s o c i a l  a n d  e c o n o m i c  a c t i v i t y  s a t i s f i e s  h i s  n e e d s  a n d  r e a l i z e s  h i s

poten t ia l i t ies .  In  sum,  Marx  and Enge ls t  account  c f  human nature  is  tha t  i t  i s

de termined by  bo th  what  men produce and how they  produce i t .  New deve lopments

in  techno logy  occur  cont inua l l y ,  wh ich  means tha t  how men produce is  a1 t . ;ays

evo lv ing .  Thus ,  g radua l  changes in  human nature  are  inev i tab le .

The A l r i can  concept  o f  man

The Afr ican vier.r of the world is one of harmony. This harmony which

demands mutua l  compat ib i l i t y  among a l l  the  d isc ip l ines  cons idered as  a  sys tem

const i tu tes  the  main  bas is  o f  A f r i can  th ink ine .  Man i fes t  in  the  most  rud i rnen-

t a r y  e l e n e n t s  o f  n a t u r e  i s  G o d .  P h i l o s o p h y ,  t h e o l o g y ,  p o l i t i c s ,  s o c i a l  t h e o r y ,

land 1aw,  u red ic ine ,  b i r th ,  bur ia l - -a l l  f ind  themse lves  concent ra ted  j -n  a  sys tem

so t igh t  tha t  to  exc lude one i tem f rom the  who le  i s  to  pare \yze  the  s t ruc tu re  as

a  w h o f e .

T h e  A f r i c a n n s  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  m a n  s e e s  b i o l o g i c a l  l i f e  a n d  s p i r i t u a l  f i f e

meet ing  in  the  hu .man be lng  and ne i ther  the  one nor  the  o ther  be ing  present  a1one.

The essence o f  human l i fe  i s  the  un i ty  o f  bo th  p r inc ip les .  Man shares  b io log ica l

l i fe  (na tura l  l i fe )  w i th  the  an imal ,  bu t  sp i r i tua l  l i fe  d iv ides  h im f ro rn  the

an imal  and g ives  h im h is  "Persona l i t v . "

Le

I



8

so,  i t  i s  fa i r  to  say  tha t  the  Af r i can  v iew o f  the  un iverse  and o f  man

wi th in  tha t  un iverse  i -s  p ro found ly  re r ig ious .  They  see i t  as  re l ig ious  and

t r e a t  l t  a s  s u c h ;  a n d ,  w h i l e  t h e r e  a r e  n a n y  d i f f e r e n t  a c c o u n t s  o f  t h e  c r e a t i o n

of  the  un iverse  among Af r i can  peop le ,  we can genera l i ze  tha t  a l l  pu t  man in  the

c e n t e r  o f  t h i s  u n i v e r s e .  A s  i t  i s  o f t e n  s a i d , , .  .  ,  M a n  .  .  w h o  l i v e s  o n

e a r t h '  i s  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s e .  i l e  i s  a l s o  l i k e  t h e  p r i e s t  o f  t h e  u n l v e r s e ,

l i n k i n g  t h e  u ' i v e r s e  w i t h  G o d ,  i t s  c r e a t o r ;  M a n  a w a k e r s  t h e  u n i v e r s e ,  h e  s p e a k s

t o  i t ,  h e  l i s t e n s  t o  i t ,  h e  t r i e s  t o  c r e a t e  a  h a r m o n y  w i t h  t h e  u n i v e r s e .  r t  i s

man who tu rns  par ts  o f  the  un iverse  in tc  sacred  ob jec ts ,  and who uses  o ther

t h i n g s  f o r  s a c r i f j - c e s  a n d  o f f e r i n g s .  T h e s e

tha t  they  regard  i . t  as  a  re l ig ious  un íverse .

A  l o o k  a t  o n e  c u l t u r a l  i n s t i t u t i o n  i n  A f r i c a n  s o c i e t y  w i l l  m a k e  t h e  p o l . .
- - t h e  i ' s t i t u t i . ' o f m a r r i a g e '  I í a n ,  a c c o r d i ' g  t o  A f r i c a n  t h i n k i n g  i s  c o n s t r u c t e d

for  reproduc t ion .  To  leave no  l i v ing  he i rs  beh ind  h i rn  i s  the  wors t  ev i l  tha t

c a n  b e f a l l  a  m a n  a n d  t h e r e  i s  n o  c u r s e  m o r e  t e r r i b l e  t h a n  t o  w i s h  a n  A f r i c a n

man or  r , ro rnan to  d ie  ch i ld less .

F o r  t h i s  r e a s o n ,  i n  A f r i c a n  s o c l e t y ,  b e a r i n g  c h i l d r e n  i s  a n  o b l r g a t i o n ,  a n d

t h a t  o b l l g a t i o n  i s  f u 1 f i 1 l e d  t h r o u g h  m a r r i a g e .  F a i l u r e  t o  g e t  m a r r i e d  i s  r i k e

c o m m Í t t i n g  a  c r i m e  a g a i n s t  t r a d i t i o n a l  b e l i e f s  a n d  p r a c t i c e s ,  a  p o i n t  w h i c h  i s

o f ten  rn issec i  by  westerners  when they  impor t  in to  A f r Íca  th : - i r  concept  o f  fami ly

p l a n n i n g .

Mar r iage j ' s  the  un i t ing  l ink  in  the  rhy thm o f  1 i fe .  A1Ì  genera t ions  are

bound together :  in  the  ac t  o f  mar r iage- -pas t ,  p resent  and fu tu re  genera t ions .
" T h e  p a s t  g e n e r a t i o n s  a r e  m a n y  b u t  t h e y  a r e  r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  o n e r s  p a r e n t s ;  t h e

p r e s e n t  g e n e r a t i o n  i s  r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  o n e t s  o w n  l i f e ,  a n d  f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s  b e g i n

t o  c o m e  o n  t h e  s t a g e  t h r o u g h  c h i l d b e a r i n g . , , 7  s i n c e  t h e  s u p r e m e  p u r p o s e  o f

m a t r i a g e ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  A f r i e a n  p e o p l e ,  i s  t o  b e a r  c h i l d r e n ,  t o  e x t e n d  1 i f e ,  a

are  cons tan t  reminders  to  peop le

I t v



marr iage becomes fu l1y  so  when one or  rnore  ch i ld ren  have been born .

Mar r iage a lso  prov ides  fo r  new soc ia l  re la t ionsh ips  to  be  es tab l i shed

between the  fanr i l ies  and re l -a i Íves  invo lved,  I t  ex tends  in  o ther  words  the  web

of  k insh lp  soc ia l l y .  Mar r iage is  above a l l  in t i rna te ly  l inked up  w i . th  the  re l ig i -

o u s  b e l i e f s  a b o u t  t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  l i f e  b e y o n d  d e a t h .  T h r o u g h  m a r r i a g e ,  t h e

depar ted  are  in  e f fec t  " reborn"  no t  in  the i r  to ta l  be ing  bu t  by  hav ing  some o f

the i r  phys ica l  fea tures  and charac ter is t i cs  o r  persona l Í ty  t ra i ts  reborn  in  the

ch i ld ren  o f  the  fa rn l l v ,

Mar r iage g ives  a  person- -accord ing  to  A f r i can  th ink ing- - t tcomple teness . t t

I t  i s  par t  o f  the  de f in i t ion  o f  who a  person is  accord ing  to  A f r i can  v i -ews

about man.

C h i l d r e n ,  i t  f o 1 1 o w s ,  a r e  g r e a t l y  v a l u e d  i n  A f r i c a n  1 i f e ,  f o r  t h e y  a r e  t h e

sea l  o f  mar r iage;  i t  does  no t  mat te r  whether  one is  ta lk ing  about  t rad i t iona l

o r  s o - c a l l e d  " m o d e r n  A f r i c a . "  C h i l d r e n  a r e  b e l i e v e d  t o  p r o l o n g  t h e  l i f e  o f

the i r  paren ts  and t l i rough them the  name o f  the  fami ly  i s  perpe tua ted .  There fore ,

t h e  m o r e  a  p e r s o n  h a s ,  t h e  b i g g e r  i s  h i s  g l o r y .

Ch i ld ren  add to  the  soc ia l  s t .a tu re  o f  the  fami ly ,  and bo th  g i r l s  and boys

have the i r  soc ia l  use fu lness  j -n  the  eyes  o f  the i r :  fami l ies .  A t  home,  there  are

dut ies  wh ich  the  ch i ld ren  are  expec ted  to  do  as  the i r  share  Ín  the  l i fe  o f  the

fami ly .  They  are  taught  obed ience and respec t  towards  the i r  paren ts  and o ther

o . lder  peop le .  They  he lp  in  the  work  a round the  house and in  the  f ie lds .  As

they  grow o1der ,  they  gradua l ly  acqu i re  a  d i f fe ren t  soc ia l  s ta tus  and the i r

r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  i n c r e a s e ,

When the  parents  become o IC and weak,  i t  i s  the  du ty  o f  the  ch i ld ren ,

espec ia l l y  the  he i rs  o r  sons ,  to  look  a f te r  the  parents  and the  a f fa i rs  o f  the

f a m i l y .
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For  A f r i can  peop le '  the  fami ly  inc ludes  ch i ld ren ,  paren ts ,  g randpare l ts

a n d  o t h e r  r e l a t i v e s  s u c h  a s  b r o t h e r s ,  s i s t e r s ,  c o u s i n s ,  u n c i e s ,  e t c .  A l l

re la t i ves  have du i ies  and respons ib i l i t i es  towards  one another .  Everyone

knows how he is  re la ted  to  o ther  peop le  in  the  c lan  and j -n  the  ne ighborhood.

Th is  idea o f  fa rn i l y  ex tends  to  inc lude the  depar ted  as  we l l  as  those s t j - l , l  to

be  born .  John l . {b i t i  makes  th is  po in t  s t rong ly  when he  says :

r n  A f r i c a n  1 i f e ,  w e  c a n n o t  s p e a k  o f  m a r r i a g e  a l o n e ,  i t  i s  a l w a y s  i n
te rms o f  mar r Íage and fa rn i l y  l i fe .  One ge ts  mar r ied  w i th in  the  contex t
o f  fami ly  l i fe  and one ge ts  rnar r ied  Ín  o rder  to  en la rge  tha t  fa rn i l y  l i fe .
One s tands  on  the  roo ts  o f  fami ly  l i fe ;  and one pu ts  ou t  b ranc t res  o f  fami ly
l i fe .  Th is  idea o f  the  ind iv idua l  in  re la t ion  to  mar r . lage  and faur i l y
l i f e  i s  d e e p l y  r o o t e d  i n  A f r i c a n  t h i n k i n e . 8  

-

gg!aq_S9!4!S!__,l!n Af ri can view

I t  i s ,  p e r h a p s ,  i n  t h i s  a r e a  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  i m p o r t a n t  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g

d i f fe rences  be tween the  Af r i can  and the  Western  man and we w i l l  do  we l l  to  spend

s o m e  t i m e  t o  e x a m i n e  i t ,  a s  i t  h a s  i m p o r t a n t  i m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  s o c i a l ,  p o l i t i c a l ,

e c o n o m i c  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  t h e s e  s o c i e t i e s .  M o r a l s  i n  a l l  c u l E u r e s  a r e  c e n t r a l

to  human conduct ,  as  they  dea l  r . r i th  the  ques t ion  o f  what  i s  r igh t  and good and

what is evi l  and r.rî :ong i .n human conduct.

r t  i s  t h e  m o r a l  s e n s e  o f  a  p e o p l e  t h a t  p r o d u c e s  c u s t o m s ,  r u l e s ,  l a w s ,

t r a d i t i o n s  a n d  t a b o o s  w h i c h  c a n  b e  o b s e r v e d  i n  e a c h  s o c i e t y ,  A f r í c a n  s o c i e t i e s

be l ieve  tha t  the i r  mora ls  were  g iven to  them by  God.  Th j :  v iew prov ides  an

uncha l lenged au thor i ty  fo r  mora ls .  I t  i s  a lso  thought  tha t  some o f  the  depar ted

keep watch  over  peop le  to  make sure  tha t  they  observe  the  mcra l  laws and are

pun ished when they  break  them.

Human conduct  has  two d imens ions  in  A f r i can  l i fe ,  There  is  persona l  con-

d u c t ,  w h i c h  h a s  t o  d o  s p e c i f i c a l l y  w i t h  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l r  e . 8 . ,  w h e t h e r

one shou ld  he lp  in  the  f ie ld ;  o r  whether  he  shou ld  buy  c lo thes  fo r  h imse l f
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and h is  fami ly .  The grea ter  number  o f  mora ls  has  to  do  w i th  soc ia l  conduct ,

i . e . ,  t h e  1 Í f e  o f  s o c i e t y  a t  l a r g e ,  t h e  c o n d u c t  o f  t h e  l n d i v i d u a l  w i t h i n  t h e

group or  conrnun i ty  o r  na t ion .  A f r l can  mora ls  1ay  a  g rea t  s t ress  on  soc ia i  con-

duc t ,  s ince  a  bas ic  A f r i can  v iew is  tha t  the  ind iv ídua l  ex is ts  on ly  because

others  ex is t .  Mora l  laws he lp  peop le  do  the i r  du t ies  to  soc ie ty  and en joy  cer -

ta in  r igh ts  f rom soc ie ty .  l {o ra ls  a re  what  have produced the  v i r tues  tha t

soc ie ty  apprec ia tes  and endeavors  to  p reserve ,  such as  f r iendsh ip ,  cornpass ion ,

l o v e ,  h o n e s t y ,  j u s t i c e ,  c o u r a g e ,  s e l f - c o n t r o l ,  e t c .  O n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  m o r a l s

a l s o  s h a r p e n  p e o p l e ' s  d i s l i k e  a n d  a v o i d a n c e  o f  v i c e s  l i k e  t h e f t ,  c h e a t i n g ,

s e l f i s h n e s s ,  g r e e d '  e t c .

M:nw mora ls  have become roo ted  in  the  l i fe  o f  the  peop les  concerned,  in
r  r e r r  j  ' r r v  !  + 4 v

A f r i c a ,  n o  l e s s  t h a n  i n  o t h e r  c u l t u r e s .

Af r i can  fa rn i l y  mora ls

Each person in  A f r i can  t rad i t iona l  1 Í fe  l i ves  Ín  o r  as  Par t  o f  a  fami ly '

K insh ip  i s  very  impor tan t  in  a l l  aspec ts  o f  A f r i can  l i fe .  The fami ly  i s  the

most  bas ic  un i t  o f  l i fe  wh ich  represents ,  in  min ia tu re '  the  l i fe  o f  an  en t i re

peop le .  Tn  the  fa rn i l y ,  ind iv idua ls  a re  c lose ly  bound to  each o ther ,  bo th

because o f  b lood or  mar r iage and because o f  l i v ing  together .

In  a l l  A f r i can  fami l ies ,  there  is  a  h ie rarchy  based on  age and degree o f

k insh ip .  The o ldes t  members  have a  h igher  s ta tus  than the  youngest '  Wi th in

tha t  h ie rarchy  there  are  du t ies ,  ob l iga t ions ,  r igh t  and pr iv i leges  d ic ta ted  by

the  rnora l  sense o f  soc ie ty .  Parents  have d is t inc t  du t ies  to r^7ards  the i r  ch i ld ren

such as  the  du ty  to  bear  the  ch i ld ren '  p ro tec t  them,  educate  them,  d isc ip l ine

them and br ing  them up to  be  we l l  behaved.  The ch i ld ren  on  the  o ther  hand have

c lear  c iu t ies  to \ ra rds  the i r  Darents  such as  obey ing  the i r  paren ts ,  do ing  as  they

are  to ld ,  ass is t i .ng  w i th  fami ly  chores ,  respec t ing  those who are  o lder ,  be ing



humble  in  the  presence o f  the i r  paren ts  and

much la te r  when they  are  o lder  to  take  care

a n d  s i c k .

T 2

other  o lder  peop le  and o f  course

of  the i r  paren ts  when they  are  o ld

r f  paren ts  fa i l  in  the i r  du t ies  towards  the i r  ch i ld ren ,  the  w ider  commun-

i t y  r n a y  p u n Í s h  t h e m '  r f  t h e  c h i l d  f a i l s  i n  h i s / h e r  d u t i e s ,  h e  w i l l  b e  p u n i s h e d .

A t  h o m e ,  i t  i s  e x p e c t e d  t h a t  c h i l d r e n  w i l r  l e a r n  t o  t e l l  t h e  t r u t h ,  t o  h e l p

o t h e r s ,  t o  b e  h o n e s t ,  g e n e r o u s ,  c o n s i d e r a t e ,  h a r d w o r k i n g ,  e t c .

There  are  a lso  mora ls  concerned wÍ th  hosp i ta l i t y  to  re la t ' ves ,  f r iends

and s t rangers .  r t  i s  he ld  to  be  a  mora l  ev i l  to  deny  hosp i ta l i t y ,  even Eo a
s t ranger '  when peop le  t rave l ,  they  may s top  anywhere  fo r  the  n igh t  and rece ive

h o s p i t a l i t y  i n  t h a t  h o m e s t e a d .

o t h e r  f a m i l y  m o r a r s  c o n c e r n  p r o p e r t y ,  t h e  c a r e  o f  t h e  h o m e ,  t h e  f i e l d s .

the  an imals .

Conrnunitv morals

what  s t rengthens  the  l i fe  o f  the  conrn tmi ty  i s  herd  to  be  good and r leh t .

l ' fha t  weakens i t ,  i t  fo r lows,  i s  he ld  to  be  ev i l  and  wrong.

There  are  mora ls  concern ing  the  soc ia l  economic  and po l i t i ca l  l i fe  o f  the
peop le  as  a  who le '  These cover  aspec ts  l i ke  mutua l  he lp  in  t ime o f  need,  ma in-

ta in ing  soc ia l  ins t i tu t ions  l i ke  mar r iage and the  fami ly ,  de fend ing  the  rand in
t ime o f  invas ion  or  aggress ion .  Many o ther  th ings  are  he ld  to  be  mora l ry  wrong

s u c h  a s  r o b b e r y ,  m u r d e r '  r a p e ,  1 y i n g ,  s t e a l i n g ,  s h o w i n g . d i s r e s p e c t ,  i - n t e r f e r i n g

wi th  pub l i c  r igh ts ,  b reak ing  promises  and so  on .  A l l  these and many o thers  a re
mora l  v ices  in  the  eyes  o f  the  communi ty .

There  are  a lso  many th ings  tha t  a re  cons idered to  be  rnora l l y  r igh t  and good

s u c h  a s  p o l i t e n e s s ,  k i n d n e s s ,  s h o w i n g  r e s p e c t ,  b e i n g  r e l i a b l e .



1 3

The fo rego ing  can and is  o f ten  cha l lenged as  be ing  inadequate  to  descr ibe

the  rnodern  Af r j -can ,  who i t  i s  a rgued,  has  undergone t remendous change as  a

resu l t  o f  the  impact  o f  o ther  re l ig ions  and cu l tu res  in  A f r l ca .  A lso  i t  i s

o f ten  po in ted  ou t  tha t  the  d i ' , re rs i ty  o f  A f r i can  peop le  de f ies  any  a t tempt  by

anybody to  p ro f i le  an  "A f r i can  Persona l i t y . "

Impact  o f  o ther  re l ig ions  anC cu l tu res

Yes,  the  fo rego ing  a t tempted on ly  to  g ive  a  backdrop to  the  Af r i can

persona l i t y  because í t  1s  impor tan t  to  unders tand where  the  so-ca l led  "modern

Af r ican"  comes f rom.  I t  wou ld  no t  be  poss ib le  to  unders tand h im i f  we d id  no t

unders tand th is  background wh ich  spr ings  f ro rn  t rad i t iona l  A f r i can  cu l tu re .  We

now tu rn  to  the  Af r l can  a f te r  the  ar r i va l  o f  o ther  re l ig ions  and cu l tu re  in

A f  r  i c a .

F i rs t ,  we w i l l  dea l  w i th  the  ar r i va l  and the  impact  o f  I s lam on Af r i ca

and cons ider  la te r  the  ar r i va l  and impact  o f  Chr is t ian i ty  on  the  scene.  From

there  we sha l1  a t tempt  to  f igure  ou t  how the  Af r i can  persona l i t y  has  been

af fec ted  by  these t remendous ly  l rnpor tan t  e -vents  in  the  h is to ry  o f  the  cont inent

Is lam and Af r i ca

I f  the  peop les  o f  Nor th  A f r i ca  a re  inc luded,  more  than 100 mi l l íon  Af r i cans

embrace Is lam today ;  sorne  c la im tha t  the  numbers  are  inc reas ing  rap id ly .  They

are  more  numerous  than the  fo l lowers  o f  any  o ther  o rgan ized re l ig ion  in  A f r i ca .

Why has  i t  p roved so  a t t rac t i ve ,  compara t ive ly ,  even though " .  they  came to

conque r  no t  by  t he  doc t r i ne  o f  l ove  wh i ch  Ch r i s t i an i t y  a t  i t s  bes t  t eaches ,  o r

o
b y  p e r s u a s i o n ,  b u t  b y  t h e  s w o r d . " ? '  S o m e  p e o p l e  s u g g e s t  t h a t  I s l a m  i s  

" r e l a t i v e l y

I

to le ran t  o f  non-be l ievers  .

than on the need for al l  nren

i t  pu ts  g rea ter  s t ress  on  the  bro therhood o f  rnan

w o r s h i p  a l i k e . "  S o m e  a r e  n o t  s o  s u r e .  G e n e r a l l yt o
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speak ing ,  i t  i s  suggested  tha t  the  Mrrs l ims aroused less  resent rnent  among Af r i cans

than d id  the  chr is t lan  miss ionar ies ,  many o f  whorn  taugt r t  tha t  the  chr ls t ian  wav

of  l i fe  was the  on ly  acceptab le  one fo r  a l l  human be ingsr  nor  r re re  Mus l ims,  i t

i s  suggested ,  as  concerned about  race  as  many chr ls t ians  seemed to  be .  The long

contac t  o f  Arab  and Berber  merchants  w i th  A f r i can  peop les  was a lso  a  s ign i f i can t

fac to r  in  reduc ing  fee l ings  o f  t 'd i f  fe ren tness , ,  be tv , /een the  t r^ /o  races ,  some

s u g g e s t .

Chr is t ian i tv

There  ís  a lso  ev idence tha t  A f r i can  peop les  are  respcnd ing  to  chr is t ian i ty

i n  s p i t e  o f  i t s  h a v i n g  b e e n  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  c o l 0 n i a 1  r u l e r s .  E s t i m a t e s  í n d i c a t e

t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  a b o u t  1 6 5  m i l l i o n  i n  A f r i c a  i n  r 9 7 4 ,  a n d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  M b i t í

t h e i r  n u n b e r s  w e r e  i n c r e a s i n g  a t  t h e  r a t e  o f  5 2  e v e r y  y e a r .  r f  t h a t  r a t e  i s

main ta ined,  i t  í s  es t imated  by  some tha t  by  the  vear  2000 AD there  w i l l  be

rough ly  400 rn i l l i on  Chr is t i -ans  in  A f r i ca .

Chr is t ian i ty  has  had a  major  impact

has  bu i l t  schoo ls  and hosp i ta ls  a t  wh ich

t o d a y  w e r e  e d u c a t e d .  " I t  i s  a l s o  b y  t h e

and bro therhood tha t  A f r i can  leaders  were

anC f  o re ign  dominat io r r .  , ,10

o n  t h e  l i v e s  o f  A f r i c a n  p e o p l e s .  I t

t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  A f r i c a n  l e a d e r s  o f

i d e a l s  o f  j u s t i c e ,  h u n a n  d i g n i t y ,  l o v e

insp i red  to  f igh t  aga ins t  co lon ia l i s rn

s p r e a d )  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y  i s  t h a t

the  ar r i va l  o f  co lon ia l i sm in

w e  s h a l 1  v i s i t  1 a t e r .

t i r rough the  co lon ia l i za t ion  o f  the

to  b r ing  about  a  d isassoc ia t ion  in

T h e  b i g g e s t  o b s t a c l e  t o  t h e  s p r e a d  ( f u r t h e r

i n  m a n y  p e o p l e t s  m i n d s  i t  j . s  s t i l l  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h

A f r i c a  a n d  a l l  t h a t  i s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  i t _ _ a  m a t t e r

The so-ca l led  rnodern  Af r i ca

S ince the  advent  o f  European cu l tu re ,

A f r i can  cont inent ,  there  has  been an  aEtempt

f

I
f
I

L
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Afr ican  l i fe  be tween a  r /ay  o f  l i fe  and a  way o f  govern ing .

We rm-rs t  now re tu rn  to  the  main  pur :pose fo r  our  d iscuss ion ,  wh ich  is  to

re f lec t  on  the  Af r i can  persona l i t y  in  the  mids t  o f  the  grea t  con fus ion  wh ich

has  brought  about  debates  around ques t ions  11ke " Is  there  such a  th fng  as  an

Af r ican  Persona l i t y?"  In  cons ider ing  the  ques t l -on  o f  the  Af r i can  persona l i t y ,

we have o f  necess l ty  to  cons ider  the  impact  on  Af r i can  cu l tu re  o f  Is lam and

Chr is t ian i ty .  The ex ten t  to  wh ich  Af r i cans  have embraced bo th  Chr is t ian i ty  and

Is lam makes some wonder  whether  there  is  enough o f  an  "A f r i can  Persona l i t y t t  le f t

to  jus t i f y  our  speak ing  o f  i t  in  te rms o f  an  au tonomous "se l f . t '  Great  debates

on th is  sub jec t  have been heard  f rom Nkrurnah to  Nyerere- -perhaps  more  so  in  the

contex t  o f  "Pan Af r i can"  debates  wh ich  rece ived genera l  a t ten t ion  in  the  years

fo l low ing  the  independence o f  Ghana in  1957,  reach ing  a  peak  in  the  1960s when

m o s t  o f  A f r i c a  g a i n e d  p o l i t i c a l  i n d e p e n d e n c e ,

No one wou ld  deny  tha t  the  l i te ra l  bombardment  o f  A f r i can  peop le  r . r i th  the

cu l tu ra l  a r rogance,  par t i cu la r ly  o f  the  Western  co lon izers - -coming o f ten  in  o ther

g u i s e s  s u c h a s  t ' s c h o l a r s r t t  a n t h r o p o l o g i s t s ,  m i s s i o n a r i e s ,  h i s t o r i a n s ,  e t c . - - h a v e

indeed le f t  la rge  foo tpr in ts  o f  ru ins  and scars  a l l  over  the  cont inent .  These

are  scars  wh ich  do  no t  hea l  very  qu ick ly  rna in ly  because they  are  deep ly  impr in ted

in  the  bra ins  o f  the  v ic t i rns .

Y e t ,  w e  s e e  e v i d e n c e  o f  a  s l o w  r e c o v e r y  f r o m  t h i s t t a s s a u l t . t '  T h i s  r e -

covery  i s  man i fes ted  by  ev idence o f  the  cont inu ing  surv iva l  o f  t rad l t iona l  t ra l ts

in  A f r i can  soc ie ty .  The sense o f  communi ty ,  the  r i tua ls  sur round ing  b i r th ,

mar r iage,  death ,  the  theat re  tha t  sur round Af r : i can  l i fe  in  genera l  a re  a l l  t ra i ts

tha t  have de fea ted  any  poss ib le  bourgeo is  des i re  to  be  le f t  a lone.  More  impor -

tan t ly ,  there  is  ev idence tha t  these remaín ing  t ra j . t s  a re  be ing  fo rce fu i l y

t rans la ted  in to  the  fo rmat ion  o f  po l i t i ca l  and educat iona l  ins t i tu t ions  as  v re1 l  as



1 6

e c o n o m i c  p r o g r a m s  t h a t  s h o w  t h a t  t h e  A f r i c a n  p e r s o n a l i t y  i s  a l i v e  a n d  o n  i t s

v ray  to  recovery .

l {es te rners  s t i l1  ge t  surpr ised  vhen they  observe  ^ { f  r i cans  re ìa t r - r rg  to
each o t t re r  ín  the  course  o f  nornra l  in te rc 'u r :se- . - the  laughter ,  the  spontane j . ty ,

the  apparent  no  end tc  ta i -k ,  wr re ther  i .  fo r rna l  o r  in fo rmal  rneet i r rgs .  To

Af r icans '  the  rnere  be : ' ' g  tcge ther  seenrs  su f f i c ien t  reason to  engage in  excharge.

They  do  no t  wa i t  u ' t i l  i n t ro iuced to  each c ther  as  one o f ten  sees  in  i . Jes tern

cu l tu re  where  one has  to  be  in t roduced be fore  he  can engage another  person in

conversa t íon .  The deafen ing  s i lence whích  one observes  when t rave l l ing  anywhere

in  the  vnes tern  wor ld  i s  no t  on ly  confus ing  to  A f r i cans  bu t  i s  a lso  very  s t range,

To the  Af r i can ,  every  ga ther ing  o f  peop, le  i s  s i inp ly  an  ex tens i6n  o f  the

fami ly  a 'd  thus  dema'c ls  no  inh ib l t ions  o f  behav io r  tha t  one wou ld  have r i sp lave t l

i n  a  s m a l l e r  g r o u p .

s i r n i l a r l y ,  w i t h  h o m e  v i s i t i n g ,  n o  r e a s o n  i s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  a n  A f r : - c a n  r o
t ' d r o p  

b y "  a n d  e n g a g e  i n  c o n v e r . s a t i o n .  C o n t r a s t  t h i s  w i t b  t h e  H e s t e r n e r , s  w a y

o f  l i f e  w h e r e  a  v i s i t o r  t o  s o m e o n e t s  d o o r  i s  m e t  w i t h  s o m e t h i n g  1 i k _ e , , c a n  r

h e l p  y o u ? t ' - - - s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  u n l e s s  y o u  h a v e  a , , g o o d  r e a s o n , , f o r  s t o p p i n g  b y ,
" y o u  

h a d  b e t t e r  g e t  g o i n g  a n d  l e a v e  m e  i n  p e a c e " , ,  r n  l { e s t e r n  s o c i e t y ,  i t  s e e n s

a n y  s o c i a l  v i s i t  r n u s t  b e  b y  " a p p o i n t m e n t , "  
o t h e r u ' i s e  i t  c o n s t i . t u t e s  d i s c o u r t e s y

and a  v j -o la t ion  o f  the  t 'persona l  
r ig i r ts "  o f  the  o ther  persor ì .  I t  must  have been

anger  anc i  surpr ise  a t  th is  ype o f  behav io r  on  the  par t  o f  the  l {es te rner  wh ich

p r o m p t e d  M p h a h l e l e  t o  w r i t e  r e c e n t l y :

'  r  have no t  ye t  seen an  Af r i can  expJ .ore  te r r i to ry  o r  c l imb mounta j ,nsfo r  mere  conquest ;  I  have r ìo t  ye t  s ;een h im s i t  on  a  lonery  rock  or  r i ver_bank or  lake  f i sh ing ;  r  have nó t  ye t  seen h im deverop game parks  excep.w h a t  h e  i n h e r i t e d  f r o m  c o l o n i a l i s m .  r t  i s  a  s i 1 1 y  h , e s t e r n  i d e a  i o  c o n s e r v ew i l d  l i f e  f o r  t h e  e n t e r t a i n r n e n t  o f  f o r e i g n  t o u r i s t s .  y e s ,  i t  b r i n g s  i nrevenue '  bu t '  le f t  io  ourse lves ,  \ te  wou ld  ra ther  use  the  land to  p rov idefood for us - .  r  have no s,"*rnpathy with white people r",ho weep o'er thed i s a p p e a r a n c e  o f  a  s p e c i e s  o f  l i o n  o r  e l e p h a n t  o r  l e o p a r d ;  b e c a u s e  t h i s



I , les te r r r  a t tachment  to  an ima ls ,  w i ld  and
u t i l i t y  d i s g t r s t s  n e ,  i t  d o e s  m o s t  o t h e r
s e e n  a n  A f r í c a n  g o  o u t  t o  1 o n e 1 v  p ì a c e s
s c e n e r y .  H e  g o  t o  o t h e r  p e o p l g , " l i

dornes t ic .  tha t  goes  beyond bas ic
A f r i c a n s .  .  .  .  I  h a v e  n o t  y e t
f o r  a  v a c a t i o n ,  j u s t  f o r  t h e

0 n 1 y  a  p e r s o n  w h o  e n j o y s  t a l k i n g  t o  o r h e r  o e o p l e  w o r i l < i  " g o  t o  o t h e r  p e o p l e . t '

T a l k i n g ,  o r  d i s c u s s i n g ,  i s  o n e  t h l n g  r , ' h i c h  t l : e  A t r i c a n  c a n  d o - - w h e t h e r  a t  w o r k ,

a t  s c h o o l ,  i r ì  g n v e r n m e n t  o r  i n  c h u r c h .  " I i  i s :  r ' a t h e r  c l r r n i s y  w a y  o f  c o n d u c t i n g

^ t r  - :  - ^  1 1 "  i -  ^  " ^ - 1 r  ^ ^  " - a a i  i  e n t  f  o r  r e s r r l  t s  a s  t h i s  o f  t h e  T w e n t i e t . hd l  I d i I > r  r ò l ' r j L i d  L l y  i l l  d  l v u l  I u  d ù  f  t . - l , o L r

Centur ; ;  bu t  d iscuss ion  is  one essent ia l  fac to r :  o f  any  democracy ;  and the  Af r i can

1 )
i s  e x p e r t  a r .  i t , " ^ ' -  N y e r e r e  c o m n e n t e d  o n c e "  L ' o u l d  w e  t h e n  t r a d e  t h i s t t c l u m s y

w a y "  o f  d i s c u s s i n g  f o r  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  " c i v i 1 : ' z e d ,  e f f i c i e n f  w a y  r e p r e s e n t e d  b y

Wester r i  1 ibera1  dernocracy?"  The ans l re - r  wor r ld  be : n , r  n o o r l  .  r l o m n n r r n \ /  i a  n ^ f

f a c - t ,  N y e r e r e  r e f e r s  t o  t h i sa n y t h i n g  n e w  t o  A f r i c a ,  w e  n e e d  n o  n c w  t y p e ,  I n

i l  ^ ^  - , L ^ -  L ^  ^ - . , -
r u E d  w t l E r r  l l E  Ò d y ò

.  t h e s e  t l r r e e .  I  c o n s i d e r  t o  b e  e s s e n t i a l  t o  d e m o c r a t i c  g o v e r n m e n t :
d iscuss ion ,  equa l i t y  an ' l  f reedom-- the  las t  be ing  i rnp l ied  by  the  o ther  t \ ro .
T h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  A f r i c a n  s o c i e t y  .  .  r ^ r a s  a  s o c i e t y  o f  e q r r a l s  a n d  i t  c o n d u c t e d
i t s  b u s i n e s s  t h r o u g h  d i s c u s s i o n - - - ' t h e y  t a l k  t i t l  t h e y  a g r e e ' s o  t h e  s a y i n g
g o e s - - T h a t  g i v e s  y o u  t h e  v e r y  e s s e n c e  o f  t r a d j t i o n a l  A f r i c a n  d e m o c r a c y . r J

There  is  another  r îeason why the  k ind  o f  t 'dernocracy"  wh ich  Westerners  be-

l i e v e  w e  s h o u l d  r a t h e r  b e  f o l l o w i n g  i s  u n a c c e p t a b l e  t o  u s .  I t  i - s  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e

cont rad ic t ions  in  i t  wh ich  to  us  a t  any  ra te  abound.  When we read a  mass ive

a r Ì : a y  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  o n  W e s t e r n  d e m o c r a c y ,  w e  a r e  a r n a z e d  b y  t h e s e  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s .

The very  founders  o f  h les t .e rn  dernocracy- - - the  Gr :eeks- -cou ld  ta lk  o f  "denocracy"

even wh i le  rno ì :e  than ha-L f  o f  fhe i r  popu la t ion  had no  say  in  the  conduct  o f  the

a f f a i r s  o f  s c a t e ,  T h e  f o u n d e r s  o f  t h e  A n e r j c a n  ( U S A )  n a t i o n  c o u l d  t a l k  a b o u t

the [una1- ienab le  r igh ts "  o f  man even though they  be l ieved in  except ions .  The i r

most  i i l us t r ious  leader ,  Abraham L j -nco ln ,  cou ld  bequeath  to  us  a  per fec t  de f in i -

t ion  o f  denocracy  a l though he  spoke in  a  s la ' re -owing  soc ie ty .  The Br l t Í sh  cou ld

b r a g  a b o u t  " d e n o c r a r : y "  a n d  s t i l l  b u i l d  a  g r e a t  e m p i r e  f o r  t h e  g l o r y  o f  B r i t o n s .

These na t ions  be l ieved in  government  by  d j -scuss ion ,  by  equa ls ,  bu t  l i . ved  in  a



wor ld  wh ich  exc luded masses  o f  human be ings  f rom the i r

f e l t  n o  s c r u p l e s  a b o u t  i t .

1 8

idea  o f  "equa l i t y "  
and

Deve l0pments  in  A f r i can  count r ies  a re  a  c lear  ind ica t ion  tha t  A f r i cans

have grave doubts  about  the  su i tab i l i t y  fo r  A f r i ca  o f  the  Ang lo-saxon fo rm o f

democracy '  rn  h is  own t rad i t iona l  soc ie ty ,  the  Af r i can  has  a lways  been a  f ree

ind iv idua l r  very  much a  member  o f  h is  communi ty ,  bu t  see ing  no  conf l i c t  be tween

h is  own in te res ts  and those o f  h is  connnun i ty .  Th is  i s  because,  as  \ re  have men-

t ioned ear l ie r ,  the  s t ruc tu re  o f  h is  soc ie ty  nas  a  d i rec t  ex tens ion  o f  the

fami ly -  F i rs t ,  there  was the  s rna l r  fami ly  un i t ;  th is  merged in to  a  la rger

"b1ood 
fami ly "  rvh ich  i .n  tu rn  merged in to  a  t r ibe .  The a f fa i rs  o f  the  cormnun i ty

w e r e  c o n d u c t e d  b y  f r e e  a n d  e q u a l  d i s c u s s i o n ,  b u t  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  A f r i c a n , s

menta l  concept ion  o f  government  Ì ras  persona l - -no t  ins t i tu t iona l .

Yet ,  A f r i ca  s t i11  has  prob lems wh ich  prompt  some peopre  to  say  tha t  an

Af r ican  persona l i t y  i s  a  rny th  and tha t  sooner  o r  la te r  A f r i cans  w i l l  come to

rea l i ze  tha t  p rogress  can on ly  come to  them and the i r  count r ies  when they  fo rge t

about  the  "sent imenta l  
ta lk "  and acqu i re  l ^ les te rn  ways  o f  do ing  th ings .  , ,E i ther

Af r i ca  adopts  the  sov ie t  way  o f  do ing  th ings  or  i t  adopts  the  western  way o f

do ing  th ings  or  i t  s inks"  seems to  be  the  cons tan t  suggest ion  f ron  pr les t  to

po l i t i c ians  o f  the  \^ Ies t  and East .  Accord i -ng  to  these peopre  Af r i ca  must  choose

between the  horns  o f  a  d i lennna.

A l though par t  o f  the  prob lem has  been tha t  th Ís  k ind  o f  p ropaganda has

found some suppor t  in  some Af r i can  c i rc les ,  i t  has  a lso  wor r ied  many o ther

th ink ing  peop le  and has  consequent ly  come c lose  to  deve lop ing  a  p rec l i c tab le  k ind

of  t td isease"  
wh ich  Mazru i  ca l1s  t tcu l tu ra l  

sch izophrer r i . " l4  found in  the  growing

c l a s s  o f  s o - c a 1 l e d  e d u c a t e d  e l i t e s ,  w h í c h  m u s t  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  m o s t  d i f f i c u r t  o f

a l l  p r o b l e m s  a s  i t  s t r i k e s  a t  t h e  r o o t  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  r e l e v a n c e .
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I t  i s  wor th  repeat ing  tha i  the  co lon iza t ion  o f  A f r i ca  ! , /as  no t  on ly  a

po l i t i ca l  exper ience,  i t  was  much more  a  cu l tu ra l  exper ience.  The va lues  o f

the  Af r i can  tha t  we ta lked  about  ear l ie r  were  ser ious ly  d is tu rbed by  th is

exper ience.

To unders tand how th is  accu l tu ra t ion  prob lem came about ,  i t  i s  impor tan t

to  examine the  ro le  o f  "educat ion"  as  b rought  in  by  the  co lon izer .  The inher i ted

co lon ia l  educat ion  had as  i t s  p r inc ipa l  ob jec t ive  the  de-Af r i can iza t ion  o f

A f r l can  na t ' iona1s .  I t  was  d isc r im ina tory ,  med iocre  anr l  based on  verba l i sm.  I t

cou ld  no t  and . (as  i t  i s  Ínc reas ing ly  be ing  rea l i zed  by  Af r i can  leaders)  cannot

cont r ibu te  to  na t iona l  cons t ruc t ion  or  recons t ruc t ion  because i t  was  never

in tended to  ach ieve  tha t  purpose.  D ivorced as  i t  was  f rom the  rea l i t y  o f  the

peop le ,  i t  was  fo r  tha t  reaso l t  a  schoo l ing  fo r  a  minor i ty  and conseqr - ren t ly

aga ins t  the  rna jo r i t y .  I t  se lec ted  on ty  those fe r . r  r . rho  had access  to  i t ,  exc luded

most  o f  them a f te r  a  fe t t  years  and due to  cont inued se lec t íve  f i l te r ing '  the

number  re jec ted  cons tan t ly  lnc reased.  A  cursory  look  a t  the  t rends  in  A f r i can

educat ion  in  a l l  count r ies  tha t  were  co lon ized w i l l  show th is .  Jus t  one example

wou ld  be  tha t  o f  the  "Be lg ian  Congo" - -now Za i re .  l t rhen tha t  count ry  a t ta ined

independence in  1960,  there  were  less  than 20  Af r i can  peop le  w i th  a  un ivers i ty

educat ion  à f te r  a  per iod  o f  over  100 years  o f  Be lg ian  co lon iza t ion .  Other

examples ,  no t  qu i te  as  bad as  th is  one bu t  s t i l l  f r igh ten ing  are  found a l l  over

A f r i c a .  A  s e n s e  o f  i n f e r i o r i t y  a n d  o f  i n a d e q u a c y  w a s  f o s t e r e d  b y  t h i s  " f a i l u r e . "

Th is  k ind  o f  educat ion  in  o ther  words  spread a  "cu l tu re  o f  fa i lu re" ;  to  misedu-

c a t e ,  i f  y o u  l i k e .

T h i s  w a s  i n  l i n e  w i t h  t h e  c o l o n i z e r s r c o n c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  p e o p l , e  o f  t h e  c o n -

t inent  as  in fe r io r  peop le ,  and so ,  the  sys tern  produced in  A f r i can  ch i ld ren  the

pro f i le  tha t  co lon ia l  ideo logy  i t se l f  had c rea ted  fo r  them,  namely ,  tha t  o f
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i n f e r i o r  b e i n g s ,  l a c k i n g  1 n  a l l  a b i l i t y .  r n  t h i s  w a y ,  t r r e  c o n t i n u e d  p r e s e n c e

and dominat ion  o f  the  co lon izer  over  the  cc- r lon ized was jus t i f ied .  Lack ing  th is
ab l1 i ty ,  the  sys tem suggested  to  A f r ícans  tha t  the  onry  v ray  to  acqu i re  the
"aba l i t y "  

was  to  become "wh i te , ,  
o r  , ,Western . , ,  

Th is  sys tem o f  educat ion  wes no t
concerned w i th  any th ing  c lose ly  re la te r i  to  the  na t iona ls ;  worse  than the  lack

o f  c o n c e r n '  h o w e v e r ,  w a s  t h e  a c t u a l  n e g a t i c n  o f  e v e r y  a u t h e n t i c  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n

o f  n a t j - o n a 1  p e o p l e s - - t h e i r  h i s t o r y ,  t h e i r  c u l t u r e ,  t h e i r  l a n g u a g e .  T h e  h i s t o r y

o f  those co lon ized was thought  to  have begun w i th  the  co lon iz ing  presence o f

t h e  c o l 0 n i z e r s '  T h e  c u l t u r e  o f  t h e  c o l 0 n i z e d  v / a s  a  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  t h e i r , ' b a r b a r i c , ,

w a y  o f  s e e i n g  t h e  w o r 1 d .  c u l t u r e  b e l 0 n g e r i  o n l y  t o  t h e  c o l 0 n i z e r s .

The paradox ica i  th ing ,  though,  i s  tha t  wh i le  the  educat ion  g iven by  the

c o l o n i z e r  w a s  i n t e n d e d  t o  c o n s o l . i d a t e  c o l o n i a l  c o n t r o l ,  i t  a l . s o  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o

t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  A f r i c a n  n a t i o n a l i s m ,  e x p r e s s e d  b y  t h e  c l e a r  A f r : i c a n  r e j e c t i o n  o f

t h i s  o b v i o u s  a t t e m p t  t o  p o i s o n  t h e  m i n d s  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  A f r i c a .  T h e s e  A f r i c a n s

r i g h t l y  d e c i d e d  t o  a s s u m e  t h e i r  o v m  h i s t o r y ,  i n s e r t i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  i n t o  a  p r o c e s s

o f  " d e c o l o n i z a t i o n  
o f  t h e i r  m e n t a l i t y . "  T t r i s  p r o c e s s  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  p o l . i t i c a l

d e c o l o n i z a t i o n  w h i c h  g a t h e r e d  m o m e n t u m  i n  t h e  1 g 6 0 s ,  s e t t i n g  o f f  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s

a genera l  reawaken ing  o f  b lack  peop le  in  o ther  par ts  o f  the  wor1d,  no tab ly  the

TISA -

P o l i t i c a l  d e c o l o n i z a t i o n  b e c a n e  t h e  f i r s t  u r a n i . f e s t a L i o n  o f  w h a t  c a m e  r o

b e  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  A f r i c a n  p e r s o n a l i t y .  r n  m o r e  r e c e n t  t i m e s ,  i . t  h a s  t a k e n

t h e  f o r r n  o f  a n  a s s e r t i v e  p o s i t i o n  o f  r a d i c a l l y  t r a n s f o r m i n g ,  a m o n g s t  o t h e r  t h i n g s ,

t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e r n s  i n h e r i t e d  f r o m  t h e  c o l o n i z e r .  r t  h a s  a s s u m e d  p o l i t i c a l

d e c i s i o n s  c o h e r e n t  w i t h  t h e  p l a n  f o r  t h e  s o c i e t y  t o  b e  c r e a t e d  o r  r e c r e a t e d  a n d

i s  b a s e d  o n  c e r t a i n  m a t e r i a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  t h a t  o f f e r  i n c e n t i v e s  f o r  c h a n g e ,

r t  d e m a n d s  a d d i t i ' o n a r l y ,  i n c r e a s e d  p r o d u c t i o n ;  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  i t  r e q u i r e s
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a  r e o r i e n t a t j . o n  o f  p r o d u c t i o n  t h r o u g h  a  n e w  c o n c e p t  o f  d i s t r i b u t i o n .  I t  s a y s

tha t  a  h ígh  degree o f  po l i t i ca l  c la r l t y  must  underg i rc i  any  d iscuss ion  o f  what

to  p roCuce,  how to  p roduce i t ,  fo r  r " 'ha t  a r :d  fo r  whom,  in  the  sp i r i t  o f  A f r i can

c u l t u r e .

W h a t  g i v e s  b l r t h  t o  a n r l  n u r t u r e s  a  p e r s o n a l i t y  1 s  t h e  s o c i a l i z a t i o n  p r o -

c e s s  o r  e d u c a t i o n .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  a c t  o f  e d u c a t i n g ,  i t s  p o s s i b i l i t i e s ,  i t s

l e g i t i m a c y ,  i t s  o b j e c t i v e s  a n d  e n d s ,  i t s  a g e n t s ,  i t s  m e t h o c i s  a n d  i t s  c o n t e n t

address  the  pr i rnary '  fac to rs  invo lved in  the  deve lopment  and presenta t ion  o f  a

cu l tu re .  Cor rsequent ly ,  when we ta lk  about  what  shou ld  be  known,  we a lso  must

j ,nvo lve  the  ques t ion  o i  why  i t  needs  to  bekncrnn,  i row and fo r  whose benef i t  and

i n  w h o s e  i n t e r e s t s ,

Ju l j .us  Nyerere  in  h is  book  Er iuca t j .on  fo r S e l f  - R e . ì .  i a n c e  m a k e s  t h i s  p o i n t

r * 'hen  he  ta lks  about  educat ic ,n  be i r rg  "p repara t ion  fo r  l i fe "  wh ich  cons is ts  o f  a

c r i t i c a l  u n d e r s r - a n d i n g  o f  t h e  l i f e  a c t u a l i y  l i v e d ;  f o r  o n l y  i n  t h i s  w a y  i s  i t

poss ib le  to  c rea te  ne \ t  \ . Iays  o f  l i v íng .  H is  thought ,  wh ich  is  bo th  pedagc 'g ica I

a n d  p o l i t i c a l ,  i s  n o u r i s h e d  b y  w h a t  i s  r e a 1 ,  c o n c r e L e  a n d  b a s e d  o n  e x p e r i e n c e ,

the  t rans format ion  o f  wh ich  is  the  cent ra l  educat íona1 ac t iv i t y .

What  th is  says  is  tba t  de f in ing  what  to  know-  demands po l i t i ca l -  c la r i t y  o f

e v e r y o n e  i n v o l v e d  b e c a u s e  t h i s  c l - a r i t y ,  a s  P a u l o  F r e i r e  p o i n t s  o u t ' r i s  e s s e n t i a l

t o  t h e  a n s w e r i n g  o f  a l l  o t l r e r  q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  f o 1 1 o w ,  s u c h  a s ,  F c r  w h a t ,  r e a s o n ?

And fo r  whose in te res ts  do  the  po l j , c ies  themse l t . "  *e r . r .? "15

The knowledge o f  how to  de f ine  what  needs  to  be  known cannot  be  separa ted

f rom the  rhy  o f  knowing.  For  th : -s ,  reason,  I  agree  w i t t r  F re i re  tha t  " .  .  there

a r e  n o  n e u t r a l  s p e c i a l i s t s ,  t h e r e  a r e  n o  n e u t r a l  m e t h o d o l o g i s t s  w h o  c a n  t e a c h

1 A

h o w  t o  t e a c h  h i s t o r y ,  g e c g r a p h y ,  l a n g u a g e  o r  m a t h e m a t i c s  n e u t r a l l y . " * "  T h i s  i s

i l l us t ra ted  by  t i r i s  example  o f  a  Br i t i sh  L r is to ry  p ro fessor  who is  sa id  to  have
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Af r i can  h i s to ry  i n  h i smore conten t  on

.  P e r h a p s ,  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  A f r i c a n  h i s t o r y  t o  t e a c h ;  b u t
a t  p r e s e n t  t h e r e  i s  n o n e ;  t h e r e  i s  o n l y  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  E u r o p e a n s  i n
A f r i c a .  l h e  r e s t  i s  d a r k n e s s  .  .  .  a n d  d a r k n e s s  i s  n o t  a  s u b i e c t  o f
h i s t o r y  .  1  7

r f  w e  a c c e p t  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  m a d e  b y  t h i s  t ' h i s t o r : i a n , "  
t h e n  w e  d o  n o t  n e e d  t o

d iscuss  the  mat te r  any  fu r ther ,  fo r  we shou ld  s i -mp1y conc lu r ie  tha t  there  is

s u c h  t h i n g  a s  A f r i c a n  h i s t o r y ,  A f r i c a n  c u l t u r e  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  b v  i m p l i c a t i o n

such th ing  as  an  Af r l can  persona l l t y .

B u t ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  I  d o n t t  a c c e p t  t h i s  a r r o g a n t  s t a t e r n e n t  a n d  n e i t h e r  d o

m o s t  A f r i c a n s .  D e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  A f r í c a n

c o u n t r l e s  h a v e  t a k e n  t h e  r i s k  o f  a c c e p t i n g  c e r t a i n  l { e s t e r n  n o d e l s  i n  t h e i r

a t tempt  to  de-a1  w i th  the  prob lems o f  recons t ruc t ion ,  anong wh ich  was an  educa-

t í o n a 1  s y s t e m  p r o d u c e d  i n  a  c l a s s  s o c i e t y ,  t h e r e  a r e  A f r i c a n  l e a d e r s  n o w  w h o

a r e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  d i s c o v e r i n g  t h a t  i t  1 s  n o t  p o s s i b l e  t o  d e v e l o p  n a t i o n a l  l e a d e r s

to  under take  the  enormous task  o f  na t iona l  recons t ruc t ion  w i th  on iy  midd le -

schoo l  and un ivers i ty  degrees  ob ta j -ned in  the  Western  mode1,  and conseqt ren t ly

a t tempts  a re  no lù '  be ing  made to  f j ,nd  the  cor rec t  rou te  to  combat t ing  the  an t i -

popu lar  leadersh ip  s ty le  tha t  sur renders  to  the  in te res ts  o f  fo re ign  imper ia l

c u l t u r e .

A d m i t t i n g  t h a t  t h e  c o l o n i z e r  o f f e r e d  s o m e  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  p e r s o n s  t o  g a i n

un ivers i ty  qua l i f i ca t ion ,  th is  ac t ion  \ , ras  never the less  taken by  the  co lon ia l

por . te r  in  i t s  o r ,m in te res t .  i , iha t  was  o f fe red  was se lec t ive  and nar ro .w,  l i ke  the

t y p e  o f  e d u c a t i o n  t h a t  e v o l v e d  i n  t h e  u r b a n  s c h o o l s  o f  t h e  c o l o n l a l  s c h o o l  e r a .

Reach ing  on ly  a  s ina l l  segmenc o f  the  popu la t ion ,  th is  un ivers i ty  t ra Ín ing  re in -

f o r c e d  t h e  r a n k s  o f  u r b a n  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  t h e  c o l o n i z e r - - c r e a E -

i n g  t h i s  s e r i o u s  p r o b l e m  o f  s p l i t  p e r s o n a l i t y  ( s c h i z o p h r e n i a )  o r  e l i t i s m .
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When Af r i can  leaders  l i ke  Nyerere  and the  la te  Ami lcar  Cabra l  and o thers

c a l l  f o r  t h e  n e e d  f o r  s u c h t t i n t e l l e c t u a l s t t  t o  t ' c o r m n i t  s u i c i d e "  a n d  b e  t ' b o r n

aga in"  as  leaders  en t i re ly  ident i f ied  w i th  the  nos t  p ro found asp i ra t ions  o f

the i r  peop le ,  they  i rnp ly  the  re -Af r ícan iza t ion  o f  these in te l lec tua ls .

I t  so  happens,  however ,  tha t  cormni t t ing  su ic ide  is  no t  p leasant  and i i  has

n o t  b e e n  e a s y  f o r  t h e s e  t ' i n t e l l e c t u a l s "  t o  a c c e p t  t h i s  " n e c e s s a r y  d e a i h "  a s

ev idenced by  the  mi -g ra t ion  o f  e l i tes  f rom those count r ies  wh ich  make demands

on the  educated  e l i tes  to  b r ing  the i r  conduct  more  in  l ine  w i th  the  asp i ra t ions

of  the  peop le .  Th is  i s  because the  in te l lec tua l  t ra in ing  o f  the  rn idd le -c lass

re in fo rces  the  c lass  pos i t ion  o f  ind iv idua ls  and tends  to  make thern  abso lu t i ze

r L ^ . . ^ 1 . ' l i + . ,  ^ F  + 1L, ,s  vdr ru rL j  v !  " . re i r  ovm ac t iv i t y ,  wh ich  they  cons ider  super io r  to  tha t  o f

those r^ r l thout  the  same oppor tun i ty .

I t  becomes a  t ragedy  in  rny  v iew when an  Af r i can  count ry  fa i l s  to  revo lu -

t i o n i z e  t h e  c o n t e n t  a n d  s t r u c t u r e  o f  e d u c a t i o n ,  w h e n  i t  f a í 1 s  t o  i n s t i t u t i o n a l -

i z e  c u l t u r e  t o  h e l p  r e - e d u c a t e  t h e  e l i t e  t h a i  a l r e a d y  e x l s t s ,  f o r  s u r e l y  t h e

cha l lenge fo r  such a  soc ie ty  i s  no t  to  cont inue c rea t ing  e l i t i s t  in te l lec tua ls

so  tha t  they  can commi t  the  k ind  o f  su ic ide  tha t  i s  ca l led  fo r ,  bu t  ra ther  to

prevent  the i r  fo rmat i .on  in  the  f i rs t  p1ace.  The re -or ien ta t ion  o f  the  educa-

t iona l  sys tem is  the  on ly  way by  wh ich  Af r i ca  can to ta l l y  overcome the  co lon ia l

i n h e r i t a n c e .  I t  d e m a n d s  d i f f e r e n t  o b j e c t i v e s ,  d i f f e r e n t  c o n t e n t ,  d i f f e r e n t

p r a c t i c e  a n d  a  d i f f e r e n t  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  e d u c a t i o n .  T o  d i s c u s s  e d u c a t i o n  i s  t o

th lnk  o f  the  overa l l  p lan  fo r  soc ie ty  i t se l f  inc lud ing  an  economic  sys ten .

Af  r i . c  ian  Soc  ia l i sm

I f ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  A f r i c a n  s o c i e t y  s e e k s  t o  r e r n a k e  i t s e l f ,  m o v e  f o r w a r d  t o w a r d s

a  s a t i s f a c t o r y  c a r e  o f  i t s  i n h a b i t a n t s ,  i t  n e e d s  o n  t h e  o n e  h a n d  t o  o r g a n i z e
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i t s  m e t h o c i s  o f  p r o d u c t i o n  w i t h  t h j - s  o b j e c t i v e  i n  m i n d  a n d  o n  t h e  o t h e r  t o

s t r u c t u r e  i t s  e d u c a t i o n  i n  c l o s e  r e . a t i o n  t o  p r o < ì u c t i o n ,  b o t h  f r o m  t h e  p o i n t

o f  v i e w  o f  t h e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  p r o < ì u c t i v e  p r o c e s s  a n d  a l s o  t h e  t e c h n i c a l

t r a i n i n g  o f  i t s  p e c p l e .

Tom Mboya ís  no t  the  on ly  one who ta lked  abcut  a  s t ro r ìg  be11ef  tha t  in

" e c o n o m i c  r e l - a t i o n s  w e  c a n  s i m i l a r l y  b e  g u i d e d  b y  t i r e  t r a d i t i o n a l  p r e s e n c e  c f

s o c i a l l s t  i d e a s  a n c l  a t t i t u d e s  i n  t h e  A f  i c a n  n e n t a l -  r a k . - , r p . ' , 1 8  r t  w a s  l e f t

to  Nyerere  o f  Tanzan ia ,  however ,  to  bo l r i l y  espouse th is  concept  fu r ther  and

have the  courage to  rnake i t  the  corners tone o f  h is  po l í t i ca1  po1. icy .

h t ren  re fe rence is  roade to  soc ia l i sm,  there  is  a iways  an  immedia te  response

f r o m  t h o s e  L ' e s t e r n e r s  o r  W e s E e r n - e d u c a t e d  A f r i c a n s  w h o  t h i n k  o f  s c c i a l i s m  o f

t h e  W e s t e r n  t - t p e ,  e . g . ,  t h a t  o f  B r l t a i n  o r  S w e d e n .  O t h e r s  w i l l  a l s o  t h i n k  o f

t h e  H a r x i a n  b r a n d  o f  s o c i a l i s m .  T h e  k i n C  o f  s o c i a l i s m  w e  t a l k  a b o u t  h e r e  i s

A f r i c a n  s o c i a l i s m ,  w t r i c h  r e f e r s  t o  t h o s e  c o d e s  t ' o f  c o n d u c t  j , n  t h e  A f r i c a n  s o c i -

e t i e s  w h i c h  h a v e ,  o v e r  t h e  a g e s ,  c o n f e r r e d  d i g n i t y  c n  o u r  p e o p l e  a n d  a f f o r d e d

t h e m  s e c u r i t y  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e i r  s t a t i o n  i n  1 i f e .  I  r e f e r  t o  u n i v e r s a l  c h a r i t y

w h i c h  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  o u r  s o c i e t i e s  a n d  I  r e f e r  t o  t l ì e  A f r j . c a n t s  t h o u g h t  p r o c e s s e s

and cosmolog ica l  ideas  wh ich  regard  man,  noE as  a  soc ia l  means bu t  as  an  end

a n d  e n t i t y  i n  t h e  s o c i e t i , . " 1 9

Both  Torn  Mboya and Nyerere  make the  j - rnpor tan t  po i r : t  about  the  soc ía l i sm

w e  t a l k  a b o u t  a n d  t h i s  i s  t h a t  t h e  b a s i c  t e n e t s  o f  s o c i a l i s n ì  a r e  u n i v e r s a l :

s o c i a l i s m  d i - d  n o t  s t a r t  w i t h  } f a r x ;  h e  d i d  c o n t r i b u t e  a  g r e a t  d e a l  t o  s o c j - a l

t h o u g h t . i  h e  d i d  n o t ,  h o w e v e r ,  i n v e n i  s o c i a l i s m .  I n  i ^ l e s t e r n  s o c i a l i s t  t r a d Í t i o n .

f o r  e x a n p l e ,  t h i s  " m e n t a l  a t t i t u d e ' t  b e g a n  w i t h  A r i s t o t l e t s  d i c t u m  t h a t  m a n  i s  a

s o c i a l  a n i m a l  w h i c h  h a s  n o  p o t e n c y  a n d  n o  l i f e  c u t s i d e  t h e  s o c i e t y .  F r o m  t h i s

has  ar isen  a  hos t  o f  economic ,  soc ì ,a l  and pc l i t i ca l  thought  amongst  wh ich  was

c a p  i t a i  i s m .
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I n  a  c a p i t a l i s t  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  t h e  v a r i o u s  f a c t o r s  Í - n  p r o d u c t i o n - - m e a n s  o f

produc t ion  on  the  one hand,  workers  on  the  o ther - -combine  in  the  serv ice  o f

cap i ta l .  Par t  o f  the  accumula ted  pro f i t s  wh ich  are  no t  pa id  to  the  worker  who

s e l l s  h i s  l a b o r  t o  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t ,  i . s  u s e d  f o r  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t ' s  w e l l - b e i n g .

Another  par t  i . s  used to  buy  more  labor  and more  means o f  p roduc t ion  wh ich ,

t o g e t h e r ,  p r o d u c e  u r o r e  g o o d s  t o  b e  s o l C .  T h e  c a p i t a l i s t  i s  j n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e

produc t ion  o f  goods- -no t ,  however ,  in  te rms o f  the i r  use fu lness ,  bu t  ra ther  in

the i r  va lue  as  a  means o f  exchange,  tha t  i -s ,  goods  tha t  can  be  so ld .  I , t rha t  i s

more ,  he  seeks  to  p roduce goods whose va lue  covers  and surpasses  the  sum o f  the

va lues  o f  h j ,s  inves tment  in  p roduc t ion- - the  means o f  p roduc t íon  and the  labor .

I r t ra t  workers  rece ive  as  sa la ry  fo r  the i r  e f fo r t  expended in  the  ac t  o f

p r o d u c t i o n  c o r r e s p o n d s  o n l y  n i n i m a l l y  t o  t h e i r  e f f o r t .  I { h a t  i s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r

t h e i r  l i v i n g  i s  a l s o  m l n i m a l  a n d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  \ r a g e - e a r n e r  c l - a s s  r e p r o d u c e s

i t s e l f .

D e p r i v e d  o f  t h e  p r o d u c t  o f  h i s  l a b o r ,  t h e  w o r k e r  h a s  n o  s a y  i n  t h e  d e t e r -

mina t ion  o f  r , rha t  w i l l  be  produced.  To  the  degree tha t  s ign i f i can t  quant i t y  o f

what  i s  p roduced does  no t  cor respond w i th  the  rea l  needs  o f  ind iv iduaìs ,  i t  i s

necessary  to  invent  needs .  Thus ,  a  soc ie ty  becomes to ta l l y  ambiguous when,  in

a t t e m p t i n g  t o  f o l 1 o w  s o c i a l i s m ,  i t  a l l o w s  i t s e l f  t o  b e c o m e  f a s c i n a t e d  b y  t h e

myth  o f  consumer ism.  l f  i t  moves  in  th is  d i rec t ion ,  even though i t  does  no t

h a v e  a  c a p i . t a l i s t  c 1 a s s ,  i t s  o b j e c t i v e  w i l l  b e  t o  p r o d u c e  g o o d s  t o  b e  s o 1 d .

Soc. ia l , i sm we are  ta lk ing  about  i s  someth íng  qu j . te  d i f fe ren t  f rom a  "cap i ta l i s t

s o c i e t y  w i t h o u t  c a p i t a l i s t s . "

A  c a p i t a i i s t  s o c i e t y  i s  a  s o c í e t y  o f  c o n s u m p t i o n .  T h e  r o l e  o f  a d v e r t i s i n g

in  such a  soc ie ty ,  w i th  i t s  a l iena t ion  o f  the  consc ience is  fundamenta l  to  th is

k ind  o f  soc ie ty .  i ^ le  do  no t  need adver t j -s ing  to  conv ince  our  peop le  t -o  buy
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meal ie - rnea1,  r i ce  o r  yams;  bu t  we do  need adver t i s ing  to  buy  th is  o r  tha t  type

of  per fu rne  or  tha t  k ind  o f  r i ce  even i f  the  on ly  d i f fe rence is  in  the  packag ing .

I f  p roduc t ion  is  governed by  the  we l l -be ing  o f  the  to ta l  soc íe ty  ra ther  than

b y  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t ,  p r í v a t e  o r  s t a t e ,  t h e n  t h e  a c c u m u l a t i o n  o f  c a p i t a l - - i n d i s p e n -

s a b l e  t o  d e v e l o p m e n t - - h a s  a  t o t a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  s i g n i f l c a n c e  a n d  g o a l .  T h e  p a r r

o f  the  accumula ted  cap i ta l  tha t  i s  no t  pa id  to  the  worker  i s  no t  taken f rom h im,

but  i s  h is  quota  toward  the  deve lopment  o f  the  co l lec t i v i t y .  And what  i s  to  be

produced w i th  th is  quota  are  no t  goods  de f ined as  necessar í l y  sa lab le ,  bu t  goods

tha t  a re  occas iona l l y  necessary .  For  th is  i t  i s  essent ia l  tha t  a  soc iecy  re -

cons t ruc t  i t se l f  to  become a  soc ie ty  o f  workers  whose leadersh ip  renounces  bo th

the  tendency  to  leave every th ing  to  chance and the  harden ing  o f  bureaucracy .

T h e m o r e  a  s o c i e t y  i s c a p i t a l i s t  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  c l a s s  c o n s c i o u s ,  a s  w e l l  a s

w i t h o t r t  p o l i t i c a l  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  o f  l n d i v i d u a l s  v r i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  r e c r e a t i o n  o f

the  soc ie ty  as  i t  moves  toward  becoming a  soc ie ty  o f  equa l  peop le ,  the  more

who lehear ted ly  they  g ive  themse lves  to  p roduc t ive  e f fo r ts .  The i r  po l i t í ca l

c o n s c i o u s n e s s  i s  a  f a c t o r  i n  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d  p r o d u c t i o n .

I n  a  c a p i t a l i s t  s o c i e t y ,  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  o f  w o r k e r s  h a s  a s  o n e  o f  i t s  g o a l s

the  cont inuat ion  o f  a  c lass  o f  wage earners ,  ob l iged to  se1 l  the i r  labor  to  the

c a p i t a l i s t  c 1 a s s .  T h e  e d u c a t i o n  r e q u i r e d  t o  c o n t i n u e  r e p r o d u c i n g  t h i s  c l a s s  i s

one tha t  w i l l  con t inuous ly  inc rease e f f i c iency  o f  the  workers  in  the i r  par t i c i -

p a t i o n  i n  t h e  w o r k  p r o c e s s .

T h e  f o u n d a t i o n ,  t h e n ,  a n d  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  o f  A f r i c a n  s o c i a l i s m  i s  t h e

e x t e n d e d  f a m i l y .  T h e  t r u e  A f r i c a n  s o c i a l Í s t  d o e s  n o t  l o o k  o n  o n e  c l a s s

as  h is  b re th ren  and another  as  h is  na tura l  enemies .  He does  no t  fo rm an

a l l iance w i th  the  bre thren  fo r  the  ex ter rn ina t ion  o f  the  t 'non-bre thren . t '

ra ther  regards  a l l  men as  h is  b re th ren- -as  members  o f  h is  ever -ex tend ing

of  men

H e

f  a rn i l y .
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T h e  c o n c e p t  o f  " U j a a m a "  w h i c h  s p e a k s  o f  t ' f a m i l y h o o d t ' c o m e s  c l o s e s t  t o  d e s c r i b -

ing  the  soc ia l i sm tha t  we sPeak o f .

I t  i s  opposed to  cap i ta l i s rn  wh ich  seeks  to  bu i ld  a  happy soc ie ty  on  the

bas is  o f  the  exp lo i ta t ion  o f  man by  man,  and i t  i s  equa l ly  opposed to  doc t r ina i re

soc ia l i sm wh ich  seeks  to  bu i ld  i t s  happy  soc ie ty  on  a  ph i losophy o f  lnev i tab le

conf l i c t  be tween man and man.  In  a  soc ie ty  seek ing  to  recons t ruc t  i t se l f  a long

these soc ia l i s t  1 ines ,  educat ion  shou ld  be  pre-eminent ly  revea l ing  and c r i t i ca l '

Genera l l y  the  need is  to  overhau l  the  who le  s t ruc tu re  so  tha t  what  sub jec t  i s

taught  o r  no t  taught ,  the  order  o f  impor tance and pr io r i t y  ass igned fo r  i t  i f

i t  i s  taught ,  i t s  con ten t ,  w i l l  be  de termined by  Af r i can  na t iona l  ph i losoph ies

o f  educat ion .  A  government  shou ld  be  ab le  to  say :  th is  i s  our  educat ion  be-

cause th is  i s  our  cu l tu re ;  these are  our  na t iona l  s tandards ;  th is  i s  how r l te  want

to  in te rac t  w i th  the  res t  o f  A f r i ca  a t  one leve1 and the  res t  o f  the  wor ld  a t

another ;  f rom here  we can unders tand what  i t  i s  \ ' te  want  f rom soc ie t ies  ou ts ide

o u r s .

The Af r i can  in te l lec tua l

Is  he  cons is ten t  w i th  the  Af r i can  persona l i t y?  Perhaps  debatab le ,  bu t  what

we do  know is  tha t  a  new genera t ion  o f  A f r i cans  is  emerg ing  tha t  rea l i zes  tha t

the  head long embrac ing  o f  o ther  peop le ts  exper iences  w i thout  f i r s t  hav ing

mastered  the i r  ovrn  in te l lec tua l  respons ib i l i t y  i s  dangerous '  Th is  rea l i za t ion

is  a lso  par t  o f  the  search  fo r  a  new r^ tay '  par t  o f  the  recogn i t ion  o f  the  u t te r

bankruptcy  o f  "bourgeo is "  thought  and par t  o f  the  des i re  to  rep lace  i t  l ^ t i th

someth ing  more  re levant .

There  are  Af r i cans  today  who do  in te l lec tua l  work-  Th is  i s  ne i ther  a

cause fo r  sharne nor  ce lebra t ion .  There  is  a  ro le  to  p lay  fo r  such in te l lec tuars

in  the  s t rugg le  to  rna in ta in  the  cont inent ts  se l f - respec t .  The task  is  to  iden-

t i f v  tha t  ro le  and P laY i t '
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The new Af r i can  Ín te1 lec tua l  rea l i zes  tha t  h is  oppor tun i ty  fo r  ser f_

rea l i za t íon  as  a  g roup can on ly  come th rough an  a l l iance w i th  h is  peopre ,

tha t  even though one may choose to  be  an  ind iv idua l  scho la r ,  no  mat te r  ho \ , r

fo rmidab le  the  mind  and overwhe lming  the  produc t iv i t y ,  no  s ing le  ind iv idua l ,

r e g a r d l e s s  o f  h o w  g i f t e d ,  c a n  c h a n g e  a  s o c Í a l  s y s t e m  b y  h i m s e l f .  T h o s e

Af r ican  in te l lec tua ls  who have los t  the i r  way  have done so  because they  have

tended to  subs t i tu te  the i r  rear i t y  fo r  the  wor ld  rs  and because they  have

es t ranged themse lves  f rom the i r  peop le- - the i r  on ly  var id  f rame o f  re fe rence.

The rea l  p rob lem has  f ina l l r  (even though s10w1y)  been d iscovered- - tha t

much o f  our  pas t  in te l lec tua l  d i f f i cur ty  has  res ided in  t ry ing  to  c rea te

cu l tu ra l  and po l i t i ca l  theor ies  d ivorced f rom the  s t rugg le  to  re -Af r i can lze

Af r ica  fundamenta l l y  and i r revocab ly ;  tha t  the  prob lem o f  c rea t ing  the  necessary

theory  and then in tegra t ing  i t  w i th  the  s t rugg le  fo r  s ta te  power  can on ly  take

p lace  in  con junc t ion  w i th  the  masses  o f  the  peop le  ( the  Af r i can  peop le  as  they

are)  and as  par t  o f  the  process  o f  cor rec t ly  iden t i f y ing  the i r  p rob lems and the

so lu t ions  to  those prob le rns .

We nnrs t  agree  w i th  Franz  Fanon when he  says  , , .  .  .  no  one can t ru ly  \ , , / i sh

the  spread o f  A f r i can  cu l tu re  i f  he  does  no t  g ive  prac t ica l  suppor t  to  the

c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h a t  c u l t u r e . "

For tunate ly ,  a  b reed o f  A f r i cans  is  emerg ing  tha t  w i l l  demand ins t i tu t ions  o f

c u l t u r e  t h a t  r e p r e s e n t  a  r e a l  A f r i c a n  c o n s c i o u s n e s s - - t h e  A f r i c a n  p e r s o n a r i t v .
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