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THE SILENT QUESTION

T  s h , a l l  h e o ì r '  f h i s  h r i e f  c r i l - i o r r e  n f  F r c i r c r q  n h i l n q n n h w  n f  e r ì r r c 4 l j 6 p le  v I - ' 1 1 f

in  a manner which wi l l  ensure that  I  do not  fa I I  in to the ubiqui tous

c r e n e r a t  i  o n a l  t r a n  a f  r e d  i  q c n r r e r i  n c  1 .  h e  i m n o r f  a n r - e  a n d  t h e  l i m i t s  o f

educa t i on .2  I  sha l1  a l so  t r v  t o  f o res ta l l  d i scuss ion  on  the  obv rous

point  that .  educat ion,  because of  i ts  dual  abi l i ty  to  preserve and

t rans fo rm soc ie t i es ,  has  necessa r i l y  been  con t rove rs ia l  a t  some  t imes

-  i f  not  at  most  t imes -  in  aI I  cu l tures.  This should leave me f ree Lo

approach d i rect ly  the re levance of  Paulo Fre i re 's  phi losophy of  edu-

cat ion at  th is  s tage of  the development  of  the wor ld-system, where the

r ^ r n r ' l d - q r u q f o m  i i q p l f  h r q  . l - r r r l r r  ì - r o c o m o  a  q n n ì o l - r z  r t ì n  i f q o l f r r  a r n n i, -  - -  -D9

rather  confusedly toward becoming a society " for  i tseJ- f "  p iotect ing

r ! ^ ^ r c  ^ - ^ r - ^ +  ^ c  ^ 1 r  ! L j - - ^  j t s e l f .
r u > e M v q r r r J L ,  v t  q r l  u l l ! 1 1 9 5 ,  r

I t  i s  i n  t h i s  sense  tha t  F re i re ' s  ph i l osophy  shou ld  be  eva lua ted .  Any

other  sense for  t .he cr i t ica l  evaluat ion of  th is  phi losophy wiJ- l  do i t

an in lust ice,  in  that  i t  wi l - l  remove i t  f rom the p lane of  construct ive

r : r i t i e i s m  a n d  n l a c e  i I  o n  f h e  n l a n e  w h e r e  t h e  t h r u s t  a n d  e t h o s  o f  h i s

a r m r m o n l -  c  l - h a  h n n a q l -  r r  r n d  i l r a  q o n q i  J -  i  r r i  ] .  r z  r n r ì  f  h o  n r n r r n n : l -  i  r r o
s r  Y s r L r v r l  u v  ,  e r l u

c rea t i v i t y  o f  h i s  t hough ts ,  w i I I  e l i c i t  commenda t i on ,  i nsp i re  im i ta t i on ,

and,  I  fear ,  then become a fad in  educaLion pract ices.  As a fad,  th is

t ime ly  ph i l osophy  wou ld  be  me t  by  t he  " s tab i l i z i ng  an t i do tes "  o f

establ ishments '  "cu l tured" embrace,  and the oppressed of  many societ ies

would be le f t  on thei r  own once more.  Should th is  occur ,  h is tory would

proceed wi thout  the immediate fu l l  impact  of  th is  humaniz ing phi losophy.

Let  me note at  th is  ear ly  poi -nt  that  in  a wor ld where sooner or  la ter

every adul t  in  any culLure becomes "reaf is t ic  r  
"  humanism as the only

authent ic  prax is  has a lways been lef t  to  very few th inkers in  the h is tory



o f  t hough t .  A t  t h i s  po in t  i n  h i sco ry ,  F re i re ' s  ph i rosophy  o f  educa t i on

is  remarkable because i t  be longs to the humanist  t radi t ion of  rad. ica l

thought  in  an age of  excessive " rear ism. "  fn  the course of  rev iewing

and updat ing several  humanist  theor ies of  act ion,  Fre i re presents a

warm humanist  phi losophy of  educat ion as a d ia logical  theor :y  of  act ion

aimed at  humaniz ing h is tory in  i ts  unfo l_ding,  through making the

opp ressed  ma jo r i t y  i t s  sub jec t s  and  no t  j us t  i t s  mere  ob jec t s .

Fre i re 's  phi losophy of  educat ion commands par t icu lar  at tent ion because,

Ì i ke  f ew  ph i l osoph ies  o f  i t s  k i nd ,3  i t  i s  no t  a  "naked"  ph i l osophy .  r t

is  a phi rosophy that  does not  appear to leave i ts  method of  impJ-emen-

tat Íon and i ts  techniques of  appt icat ion to some vague "others ' ,  and to

a nebulous future.  r t  is  a phi losophy that  comes t ranslat ionat ly

equipped.  This phi losophy of  educat ion does not  pretend to ta lk  to the

whole of  the human race.  As is  typ ical  of  prax is-or iented humanisLs,

F re i re ' s  cons t i t uency ,  as  t he  ap t  t i t r es  o f  h i s  books  sugges t ,  i s  t . he

oppressed and thei r  revolut ionary associates.

This select ion of  the oppressed as the t ransformat ional -  const i tuency

from wi th in the tota l i ty  of  societ ies ra ises a problem for  humanist

t -heor ies of  act ion.  The probrem here has a lways been:  how wi l l  the

revolut i -onary associates of  the oppressed t ' teachr"  " t ra in, , '  and t , lead. , '

the revolut ion against  oppression? r t  is  in  answer to th is  quest ion

that  Fre i re has contr ibuted immensely.  In  th is  regard,  Fre i re 's  act ions

and t.houghts appear to emlcody enough praxis to make him "a man who acts

I ike a man of  thought  and th inks l ike a man of  act ion."4

My  task  i n  t h i s  essay  i s  two fo ld .  F i r s t l y ,  i t  i s  t o  p resen t  a  b r i e f

s tatement  of  Fre i re 's  phi losophy of  educat ionr  secondly,  i t  is  to

provide a paradip lomat ic  in terpretat ion of  th is  s tatementS f rom the

cr i t ica l  point  of  v iew of  the ins ights prov ided by the par t icutar

concept ion of  the wor ld current ly  known as " the wor ld, -system perspect ive"

to the study of  socia l  real i ty .6 Throughout  th is  essay,  one quest ion

is present ín my mind: In what way does the philosophy of Freire throw

Iight on how to reconcile the values of the developing and the developed

"\nror lds"  in  the course of  humaniz ing wor ld-h is tory?



I n  an  ea r l i e r  essay rT  wr i t t en  be fo re  I  had  access  to  F re i re ' s  wo rks ,  I

had asked more or  l -ess the same quest ion concerning the reconci l ia t ion

n €  r r : r , r a c  { - h r n , , ^ h  t h e  d i a l o o r r e  o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n s  t o  i n f o r m  v i s i o n s  o f

desi rabl -e societ ies,  where the problem woul-d be the enhancing of  human

d i o n i t v ^  T n  t h a t  e q q : \ / -  T : r c r r e d  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  b e  u n r e a l i s t i c  t o

consider  a desi rable society anl rwhere in  the wor ld wi thout  s tar t ing f rom

f h c  : l l - n e r r z : d i n -  ^ - r  r ^ * j - - - '  - a t u r e  o f  t h e  W o r l d - s v s t e m r s  c a n i t a l i s tu r r L  q r !  
l / U !  v  q u r r l Y  a r l u  u v l l l l l r a l l  u  l l a  u u !  g  v !  L I l s  w u !  r u  J _ I  r  L L r r r  J  v q È / r

r e a l i t y .

The reasons for  the d ia logue of  c iv i l izat ions are many,  but  the main

reaso r Ì  i s  t o  make  i t  poss ib le  f o r  t he  wo r ld ' s  cap i t a l i s t  h i s to r i c

dominance to be confronted wi th i ts  h is tor ic  subordina+- ion.  The hope

was that  such a confrontat ion would lead to the cruc ia l  real izat ion

that  what  the present  "subordinate"  c iv i l - izat ions are about  is  nei ther

an Asian,  Afr ican,  nor  Lat in  Amer ican v iew of  themsel-ves,  but  the

per ipheral  v iew of  dominat ion by the wor ld capi ta l is t  real i ty ,  therefore

cal l ing for  a pr ior  in terper ipheral  d ia logue.  The point  shoul-d not  be

r l h a l -  l r a r  l -  h a  n o r i n l r a r r r  h r r r i n a  o v n o r ' ì  o n a o r i  n : n i  l .  r l  i  ^ !  l ^ - l  - ^ L i  ^ -  ^ ^ ^ l - ^
w l l s L r r s !  u r l s  ! s ! r l / r r u ! y ,  r r q v r r r y  L ^ p s ! r c r r u s u  u q l / r L q I I S L  U u l l t l l l d L I U l l ,  s e s N J

to  remove th is  Cominat ion and i ts  dehumaniz ing props of  inequal i ty  and

dependency. The argument is not whether the ingenuity of transforming

the wor ld-system by the force of  the logic  of  t ransformat ion should l ie

wi th the oppressed,  the major i ty  of  the human race,  in  the per iphery.

The problem is that the gap between the sublime human idea of humanized

history and the organization of this human idea through humanizing the

ar t icu lat ion between and wi th in cul tures is  very rv ide and very deep.  A

lot very often fatls in the gap between humane ideas and their usual-Iy

eventual  but  ugly  real izat iorrs .B I f  the d ia logue of  c iv i l izat ions

intervenes between the humanízíng idea and the organization of it and

ensures that the gap is not only narro\^/ed but also shallowed, then the

question becomes: V'Ihat should be done, and how is it to be done?

This quest j -on is  not  new. I t  has been asked by humanist  phi losophers

and tackled by them in their theories of action. Regrettably, hot'rever,

in  our  t imes,  th is  card inal -  quest ion of ten assumes d is tor te<1 -  i f  not

perverted - forms dealing with false notions of the deveJ-opment of

3



cul turaf  th ings to the neglect  of  the growth of  the human being,  in  the

decei t fu l  contexts of  socia l  s tabi l i ty  and wor ld peace.

The humanist  Marx (a too of ten forgot ten descr ipt ion of  the man) r  asked

th is  quest ion in  a European c lass context-  He suggested that  "where the

work ing c l -ass is  not  yet  far  enough advanced in i ts  organizat ion to

unde r take  a  dec i s i ve  campa ign  aga ins t  t he  co l l ec t i ve  pov /e r ,  i . e . ,  t he

n n l  i  t  i c a l  n n u f o r  o f  f  h e  r r r l  i  n o  r - l  - - -  :  +  - " ^ +  ^ -  n n v  r a ì - c  t r e  t r a  i n e d  f O fI , U I r L I 9 4 I  P U w g I  u r  u r r r r \ j  v r O J J ,  I L  l l l U J L  q U  q r r j  l q L L  ! u  L l q r

t h i s  by  con t i nua l  ag i t a t i on  aga ins t  t h i s  power .  . " 10  Many  o the rs ,

inc luding Lenin in  What  Is  to Be Done? and e lsewhere,  have at tempted to

ca r r y  ou t  t he  Marx i s t  p rax i s .  Marx  d id  no t  pose  h i s  p rax i s  i n  a

h i s to r i ca l  vacuum.  He  was  spec i f i c  as  rega rds  t he  p rope r  h i s to r i ca l s

w i t - h i n  h i s  n r r = c i s e  h i s t o r i c  r e f e r e n t s . I I  H "  w r o t e  c o n c e r n i n o  F e u e r b a c h :

" .  the Feuerbachi-an theory of  morals  fares l ike a l l  i ts  predecessors.

T t  i s  d e s i o n e d  i - o  s r r i t  a l I  o e r i o d c .  a l I  n c n n l c q -  a n d  a l l  c o n d i t i o n s  a n d

preciseJ-y for  that  reason i t  is  never  and nowhere appl icable.  I t

r ema ins ,  as  rega rds  t he  rea l  wo r l d ,  as  power less  as  Kan t ' s  ca tego r i ca l

i  m n a r : l -  i  * r o  "  ì '  2

The quest ion is :  Have Marx and other  humanists  equipped us today to

t ranscend h is  l imi ted concept ions of  the wor ld as Europe wr i t  large and

to conceive of  the wor ld of  today in  a l l  i ts  complexi ty ,  which inc ludes

the  Eu ropean  pecu l i a r i t y ,  as  cap i t a l i s t  t o ta l i t y?  Or  a re  we  to  a l l ow

ourselves to be constra ined by outmoded concept ions of  the wor ld as

= n r , f  h  i  n n  t - r r r r -  ̂ = - i t a l i s t ?  1 3q r l y  L r r r r r Y  ! q u  9 q P

I n  t h i s  rega rd ,  F re i re ' s  human is t  ph i l osophy ,  i t s  a t t endan t  me thod  o f

' i  m n l e m e n f a t i o n -  a n d  i t s  t e c h n i o r r e s  o f  a n n - l  i r : a t i o n  r : o m n e l  a t t e n t i o n  a n d

demand cr i t ica l  evaluat ion wi th in the only real  to ta l i ty  of  our  t lmes:

J - h a  w n r l d  c e n i f : l i s f  r c a l i t w .  T n  t h i s  c r i f i o r r e .  I  S h a l l  C o n c e n t f a t e! s  v q y r  u  l e q f f u J .  v l r u f Y s v ,

only on Fre i re 's  phi losophy as phi losophg and not  on i ts  technique of

appJ- icat ion.

Th i s  w i l l  no t  be  easy  to  do r t *  bu t  i t  i s  necessa ry  because  c r i t i c i sm o f

F r a i r e I q  n h i I n q o n h i c a l  c n n c e n f i n -  ^ c  * ^ -  ^ ^  -  L e i n o  i n  h i s t o r i r : a l! ! s I I 9  o  I / I r l I v J V I , l l I U q I  U U l l U s I / L I V f f  U I  l t t A f f ,  A ù  q  l u a l l Y  a f l  r r f J L v ! I 9 i

* ' ^ ! ;  ^ " .  - - l  + 1 - . ^r L ruL rv r r ,  q r r u  u r re  f € Ì€Vance  o f  t he  conc re te  wo r l d  t o  t h i s  be ing ,  a t  t h i s

4
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he

î .

r s .

I

point  in  h is tory,  appear miss i -ng f rom comments on h is  works. l5

S i o n i f i r : a n t l v -  F r e i r e  h i m s e l f  m a k e s  t h e  c l a i m  -  a n d  t h e  c l a i m  r s+ v s . .  v 4 J  
,  

I

accepted by many inctuding Shaul l l6  -  th . t  h is  ideas in  th is  regard are

histor icaL.  I  in tend to examine precisely  how his tor ica l  they are.

The intent ion is  a lso to draw Frei rers ideas f rom thei r  excessive,  even

i f  understandable, IT at tachment  to what  he cal ls  the "Lat in  Amer ican

real i tyr"  or  the "Lat in  Amer ican h is tor ica l  context . "  Given that  in

our  contemporary c i rcumstances the Lat in  Amer ican real i ty  may exis t ,

but  that  i t  has no real -  meaning outs ide the real -  meaning of  the real i ty

of  the wor ld-system, th is  aspect  of  Fre i re 's  phi losophy needs to be

looked  a t  c r i t i ca l l v .



I I . THE WRITTEN WORD: DIALOGUE

E s s e n t i a l l y ,  F r e i r e ' s  p h i r o s o p h y  i s  p r e s e n t e d  v e r y  n e a t l y  i n  t h e  f i r s t

f lve paragraphs of  the f i rs t  chapter  of  the pedagoqq,  where he states:

ldhi le  thc probJ-em of  humanizat ion has a lways,  f rom an
ax i c l og i ca l  po in t  o f  v i ew ,  been  man ' s  cen t ra l  p rob tem,  i t  now
takes on the character  of  an inescapabre concern.  concern for
humanizat j -on leads at  once to the recogni t ion of  dehumantzat ion,
no t  on l y  as  an  on to rog i ca l  poss ib i r i t y  bu t  as  an  h i s to r i ca f
rea l i t y .  And  as  man  pe rce i ves  t he  ex ten t  o f  dehuman iza t j - on ,
he  asks  h imse Ì f  i f  human iza t j - on  i s  a  v i ab le  poss ib i J - r t y .
W i th in  h i s to ry ,  i n  t he  conc re te ,  ob jec t i ve  con tex t ,  bo th
humanizat ion and dehumanizat ion are possib i r i t ies for  man as
à n  1 ì n ^  m r \ ' ì  a f  a r ì  h e  i  n ^  n n n c n i  ^ U S  O f  h  i  S  i  n r - o m n l e t i O n .u v r r r u a v q J  r l r 9 u r L r y .

But whi l -e both humani-zat ion and dehumanizat ion are real  a l terna-
t i ves ,  on l y  [ h r iman iza t i on ]  i s  man ' s  voca t i on -  Th i s  voca l i on  r s
c Ò n s t e n t  ì r r  n o o a t c r ì  -  r u p f  i t  i  q  a f  f  i  r m e d  h r r  f  h : f  r r o r r r  n o n r t - i  n nt  - I  -  u  r r s y q  u r v r r  .

I t  i s  t hwar ted  by  .  t he  v i o lence  o f  t he  opp resso rs ;  i t  i s
a f f i - rmed  by  t he  yea rn ing  o f  t he  opp ressed  l t o  be  f ree ] ,  and  by
thei r :  s t ruggle to recover  thei r  lost  humani ty .

Dehumanization lthe mark of both the oppressed and the
oppressors,  though in d i f ferent  waysl  is  not  an h is tor ica l
voca t i on .  The  s t rugg le  [ o f  t he  opp ressed ]  i s  poss ib l y  on l y
because dehumanizat ion,  a l though a concrete h is tor icaf  fact ,
i s  no t  a  g i ven  des t i ny  bu t  t he  resu r t  o f  an  un jus t  o rde r  t ha t
engende rs  v i o rence  l n  t he  opp resso rs ,  wh i ch  i n  t u rn  dehuman izes
Lhe oppressed-

In  o rde r  f o r  [ t he  s t rugg te  o f  t he  opp ressed ]  t o  have  mean ing ,
I f  h p  n n n - o c c o r i ]  m r ì q t  n ^ l -  i  -  S e e k i  n o  t o  r e o a i  n  t h e i  r  h r r m a n i  t V,  r r r  J v e r ! r r r Y  L v  ! L Y q f r r

.  ,  become in turn oppressors,  but  rather  restorers of  the
human i t y  o f  bo th .  Th i s ,  t hen ,  i s  t he  g rea t  human is t i c  and
histor i -ca l  task of  the oppressed to l iberate themselves and
thei r  oppressors as wel- l - .  I  B

' l  n p  m è ^ n 1 n -   f

located in  the

themselves and

the  opp ressed ' s  s t rugg le  aga ins t  dehuman iza t i on  : - s

great  "humanist ic  and h is tor ica l  task"  of  l_ iberat ì -ng

t h e i r  o n n r c s q o r s  a S  w e l l - .  T h e  O h i e c t  n fv v J e v L  v r

to  br ing in to ex is tence an order  that  dehumanizes no one

6
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quest ion,  then,  is :  How is  th is  new order  to be approached?

Fre  i r e  savs  \ ^7c  e re  tÒ  ann roa r : i r  i  t  f  h ro r i oh  " r : ons r : i en t i za t i on t '  :  t he

c r i t i ca l  p rocess  o f  " l - ea rn ing  to  pe rce i ve  soc ia l ,  po l i t i ca ì . ,  and

economic contradic t ions,  an<1 to take act ion against  the oppressive

e iemen ts  i n  rea l i t u .  " l 9

The main vehic le of  th is  process is  to  be the method of  d ia logue.  This

method is  a lso a process.  I t  is  the process where revol -ut ionar j -es,

commit ted to t ransforming the wor ld,  go to the oppressed not  to  teach

or lead them t .o over throw the ex is t ing order ,  but  to  learn f rom and

wi th them. To the extent  that  commit ted revolut j -onar ies may teach or

l - ead  Lhe  opp ressed  masses  a t  a l l ,  i t  means  no  more  than  the  revo lu t i on -

ar ies o ' i  ve back to the nnnreqqed what  thev have taken f rorn them.20 The

po in t  i s  t ha t  d ia logue  as  a  me thod  i s  mean ing fu l  on l y  i n  t he  con tex t  o f

I ove ,  hope ,  humi l i t y ,  and  sympa t t r y  on  the  pa r t  o f  r ad i ca l s  o r

revo lu t i ona r i es  t owards  the  opp ressed .2 i

Accordingly ,  d ia logue cannot  take p lace between the oppressed and the

opp resso rs .22  Th i s  k i nd  o f  cu l t u ra l  ac t i on  seeks  to  l ea rn  w i t h  t he

in ten t i on  o f  chang ing ;  t he re fo re ,  i t  i s  ve ry  un l i ke  t he  A r i s to te l i an

concep t i on  o f  d i a logue  and  i t s  p resen t  su rv i va l s  i n  ec luca t i on ,  wh i ch

seek more to "bank" knowledge than to learn wi th humi l i ty  and love,  in

s i tuat ions where the teacfrer-s tudent  re l -at ion is  revers ib le.  I t  is  not

that  radicals  and revolut j -onar ies may not  " in i t ia te the unvei l ing on

behal f  o f "  the mas""" .23 I t  is  rather  that  "men in communion l iberate

each other .  This  af f i rmat ion is  not  meant  to undervalue the importance

of  revolut ionary leaders but ,  on the contrary,  to  emphasize thei r

va lue .  "  24

The  essence  o f  be ing  revo lu t i ona ry  i s  be ing  d ia log i ca l .  The  bank ing

method of  educat ion cannot  even be used by revolut ionar j -es "as an

inter im measure."25 And there is  a good reason for  th is .  Revol-ut ion-

ar ies should take chances in the revolut ionary process.  Indeed,  they

should chance the very fa i lure of  thel r  revolut ion,  for  where the

revolut ionary process cannot  l ive i tse l f  i t  is  premature and,  perhaps,
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j - t  deserves to d ie.  Authent ic  revolut ions can occur  only  where they

su rv i ve  chances  wh i l e  t hey  l i ve  t hemse ives :  The  l eg i t imacy  o f

revolut ions l ies in  d iaÌogue.26 l {here there is  d ia logue,  revoJ-ut ion is

ine.z i i :abIe.  Revolut i -on then i -s  "d ia l -oqical  cu l ture-  "27

D ia logue  i . s  a  comp l .ex  phenomenon ;  F re i re  says  i t s  essence  i s  t he  wo rd .2B

The word is constj-t-r-rt-ed by the t-wo dimensions of refl-ection and acLion.

The two d imensions must  be present  i f  the word is  to  be t rue and there-

fore prax is .  But  which word shoulC in i t ia te the d ia loque?

F  r p r  r e  q e r r q  t h : J -  r r t o  e y ì  q f  h r r m e n l  r l i  q  f - n  n a m p  | ' h o  r l n r l  d  f  n  c h r n n o  i  J -L . r  u  r  r r * L r q l t ! - L  u r r u  w v r  r u ,  L U  u r r q r r y s  r  L .

Once named,  the wor ld in  i ts  Lurn reappears to the namers as a problern

anr l  reot t i res of  them a nev/  . r?am-z1?o."29 Dia looue then becomes " the

encounter  between men,  mediated by the wor ld,  in  order  to name the

wor ld . "30  I t  becomes  a  s imu l taneous  ac t  o f  c rea t i on  and  r : e - c rea t i . on ,

which cannot  serve as the inst rument  of  oppression.  I t  is ,  however,

' i m n o r t a n l -  t o  i n f e r  t h a t  " t h e  d o m i n a t i o n  ì m o l ì c i t .  i n  d i a l o < - r u c  i s  t h a tv Y u r . -  r r

of  the wor. ld  by the d ia log ' . rers;  i t  is  conquest  of  the wor ld for  the

l - i be ra t i on  o f  men .  "3 I

The  i n r t i a l  o rob lem wh ich  con f ron ts  d ia loc r re  as  cu l t u ra l  ac t i on  i s  t he

problem of  "dual i ty .  "  The d i f f icu l ty  here ar ises f rom the fact  that  for

t he  opp ressed ,  wh i l e  " t he i r  i dea l  i s  t o  be  men , "32  to  be  men  fo r  t hem

j-s to be l ike the oppressor ;  to  t .hem " to be is  to  be L ike,  and to be

-Zrke is  to  be -Zrke t i re  oppressor . "33 Shaped by the contrad. ic t ions of

thei r  concrete s i tuat ions,  the very st ructure of  the thoughts of  the

oppressed is  condi t j .oned by the oppressors.  This is  what  produces the

" fea r  o f  f r eedo* "34  i n  t he  opp ressed .  Where ,  t hen ,  shou ld  d ia logue

begin to apply,  and vrhat  should be i ts  content? Fre i re 's  answer is  that :

The star t ing point  for  organiz ing the progranme content  of
educat ion cr  pol i t ica l  act ion must  be the present ,  ex is tent . ia l ,
concrete s i tuat ion ,  ref lect ing the aspi rat ians of  the peopTe.
U t i J - i z i ng  ce r ta in  bas i c  con t rad i c t i ons ,  we  mus t  pose  th i s
exis tent ia l ,  concrete,  present  s i tuat ion to the people as a
problem which chalJ-enges them and requi res a response -  not
just -  at  Lhe inte l l -ectual  level  ,  but  at  the level  of
a c t i o n .  J r



I l i q t o r - v  t t ì , : r r q :  \ / é r ' . /  n r n m i n p r ' t  r n l e  i n  F r p i r o r q  n l r i l r r c z r n l r r r  I J a  rr r r J L v r l  1 , r q l J  
q  v ! ! r  1 . r v , L L r r r u  .  ^ , -  U S e S

many  Ì r i s to ry - l aden  and  h i  s t c r y - c i e r  j ved  te rms .  3 i '  F re i r c ' s  conccp t - i on  u f

h is tory is  a t ime f rame wi th in which cul tures unfo ld wi th in thei r :

" f  im i t - s i t ua t i on " ;  buL  Lhe  key  to  undc - r s tand ing  th i s  c ;oncep t i on  i s  t l t a t

h is tory is  the t . ransformat ion of  cu l tures.  In  facc,  he arques that-

animals d i f fer  f rom men in that :

.  men can t r i -d imensional lze t ime into the past ,  t i te
p resen t ,  and  the  fu tu re .  T ' he i r  h r s to ry ,  i n  f unc t i on  o f  t he i . r
owir  creat ions,  develops as a constant  process of  t rarrs forrnat ion
w i t h i n  w h j c h  e p o c h a l  u n j t s  m a t e r i a l i z e .  l ' h e s e  e p o c h a Ì  u n i t s
a re  no t  c l - osed  pe r i ods  o f  t ime ,  s ta t - i c  compar tmen t - s  - v r i t h j t l

which men are conf ined.  On the conLlrary,  epochal-  uni ts
i - n te r re l -a te  i n  t he  dynamics  o f  h i s to r i ca l  con t i t r u i t y ,  ' t '

î ' h ì s  c n n e r - n f  i o n  o f  m a l )  1 n  h i S L o r v  i s  o f  r - r r r r - i a l  j m r , o r i a n r - r , t - r r  m vr r l r r  v v r r e u l / L r v r t  O I  l i l d . J t  - L I l .  J Ì I S L O I  - - . . f  , *  - . -  - . . f  p a f  . ì -

d i p l o m a t i c  i n t e r p r e L a r - i o l i  o f  I ' r e i r e ' s  p h i l o s o p ì r f  i  r r  t h e  f c l i o w í r i g

s e c t i o n .  L ' o r  t h i s  r e a s o n ,  n o t e  t h a t  f r c i r e  f u r t - h e r  s a y s  c h a t :

A n  e r r o c h  i  q  c h : r r r - l -  a r ì  z p à  h v  e  c n m n ì  o v  n f  i  d o r q  - ^ n ^ ó n 1 - <
,  e v r r v v l J u r  t

l r o n o s  _  j o r r h t c  ' r : l " a c  : n ^  ^ h a l  l e n o e s  ' i  n  c l i a l e C t _ i C a l  i n t e r -

a c t i o n  w i t h  t h e i r  o p p o s i t e s ,  s t r i v i n g  t o w a r d s  p L e n i t u d e .  T h e
conc re t c  r cp rcsen ta t i on  o f  many  o f  t hese  i dcas ,  va lues ,
concepLs ,  a r rd  hopes ,  as  weJ l  as  t he  obs tac les  wh i ch  impedc
man's fu l l  humanizat ion,  const i tuLe t -he t .hernes of  that  epoch.
These  the rnes  imp ly  o the rs  wh i ch  a re  oppos ing  o r  even  an t i -
t he t i ca l ;  t hey  a l so  i nd i ca l c  t asks  Lo  be  ca r - r i ed  ou t  and
fu l f i l l ed .  Thus ,  h i s t c r i c ;a l  t f r emes  a re  neve r  i so la ted ,
' i  n d e n e n d e r r f  r ì i  q c i r r r n e e  l - o c ì  . , r  q t  a f  i . ' .  t l r p r u  : r e  r l r ^ r . r r r c  ì  n 1 ' o . - -L U U  '  v !

a c t i n g  d i a l e c t j c a l t y  w r t h  t h c i r  o p p o s i t e s .  N o r  c a r r  t h e s e
themes be found anyvhere except  in  the men-wor lC r :e1ai Ícnship.
Tho  r - n tnn l  e r r  n f  i  n  t .  a r : r - f  i  n c  J -he rnoq  nF  : n  r . nn^h  cons t i . t _u tes  i  t  s
" themat i -c  uni -verse .  "

As  an tagon i sm deepens  beLween  themes  wh ich  a re  t he  exp ress ion
o f  rea l r t y ,  t he rc  1s  a  t endencv  fo r  t he  t hemes  and  fo r  reaL j - r y
i tse l f  l -c  be myt .h ic ì  zed,  est -abl - ish j -ng a cf  imate of  i r : rat , j -orr . rJ  ì  ty
and sec+.ar ianisn-  This c-L i rnate threatens to dra i r r  t l ie  t l remes
o f  r h e i r  d c e n r . r  s i c n i f ì e : n c a  : n . ì  t r r  r l r r r r r i r z e  t h e t n  o f  f h e i _ r

cha rac te r i sL i ca l l y  dynamic  as .uec t .  I n  suc i r  a  s i t ua t i on ,  n rT th -
c r e a J - i n n  i r r a t i o n a | ì t v  i t . s e I f  b c c o m c s  a  f u n t j a m e n t a l  t h e m e .
I ts  opposi r rg theme, the cr i t ica l  and dynamr ' -c  v ievr  of  th*o worJ-d,
s t r i ves  t o  unve i l  r ea l i t y ,  unmask  i t s  my th rc i za t i < ;n ,  and
achieve a fu l l  real izat ion of  the hr . tnan task:  the permar ient
t ransformat ion of  real i tv  in  favour of  the i iberat ion of  nren.3B

Even more importan+, ,  Fre i re says th is  about  thc "s ize"  of  generat ive

themes as h is tory:
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Generat ive themes can be located in  concentr ic  c i rc les,  moving
€ r n m  + l - r a  a a n a r = l  # n  { - 1 - r a  n = r + i  ^ , t l  a I .  .  T h e  b r O a d e S t - .  e o o c h a l  r r n . i  t .s r  u  e P v v r r u r  u r r r  L  ,

which inc ludes a d ivers i f ied range of  uni ts  and sub-uni ts  -
n n n l - i n o n r . : l  r o n i 6 n 6 l  n a f ì o n a l  _  a n d  S O  f O r t h  -  C o n t a i n S  t h e m e S

of  a universal -  character .  I  consic ier  the fundamental  theme of
n " r  a n ^ . ' h  + a  l - r a  t h a t  o f  d o m i n a t i n n  -  r o h i n h  i m n l  ì e s  i i - q  o n n n q i 1 - o .t r  w r r t 9 l r  f , r r r v J f , L J  r  u r  v y l r v J  !  L s ,

t he  t heme o f  l i be ra t i on ,  as  t he  ob lec t i ve  t o  be  ach ieved . .39

And  th i s  i s  no t  a l l - . He adds that :

Any  g i ven  soc ie t y  w i t h i n  t he  b roade r  epocha f  un i t  con ta ins ,  i n
add i t i on  t o  t he  un i ve rsa l ,  con t i nen ta l ,  o r  h i s to r i ca l l y
s im i l a r  t hemes ,  i t s  own  pa r t i cu la r  t hemes ,  i t s  own  l im i t -
s i t ua t i ons .  W i th in  ye t  sma lJ -e r  c i r c l es ,  t hema t i c  d i ve rs i f i -
cat ions can be found wi th in the same society,  d iv ided into
areas and sub-areas,  a l l  o f  which are re lated to the societa l
whole,  These const i tu te epochal  sub-uni ts .  For  example,
wi th in the same nat ional  uni t  one can f ind the contradic t ion
of  the "coexistence of  the non-contemporaneous."40

S n e c i f i r - a l l v -  o n  t h e  m a t t . e r  o f4 v s 4 + f  
,  

v r r

themes,  Fre i re advises that  we

as probJ-ems,  and a concern for

h is t -or ica l - themat ics and the l ink between

should show a concern to pose " themes

the i r  h i s to r i ca l  cu l t u ra l  con tex t .  " 4 l

F inal ly ,  recal l ing that  dominat ion is  the fundamental  theme of  our  epoch

and Lhat  dominat . ion impl ies i ts  opposi te theme of  l iberat ion,  Fre i re

states that  underdevelopment ,  which represents a l imi t -s i tuat ion

character is t ic  of  Thi rd !ùor ld socì  et ies,  cannot  be understood outs ide

" the re lat ionship of  dependency."42 Because of  thei r  dependent  s i tuat ions,

these societ ies cannot  develop authent ica l ly  by t ransforming themselves

f rom the i r  s i t ua t i ons  as  a l i ena ted  soc ie t i es  o f  "be ings  o f  o the rs ' t o

the authent ic  s i tuat ions of  "beincr  for  themselves."43

The reason for  th is  is  that ,  to  the extent  that  we can consj_der

soc ie t i es  as  be ings ,  t hese  soc ie t i es  a l so  su f fe r

dual i ty  because they are dependent .  Thi rd Wor ld

fear of freedom": they l-ove and hate the invader

want  to be f ree,  thei r  idea of  f ree societ ies is

opp resso r  soc ie t i es .  44

The interest ing th ing in

1 0

from the problem of

societ ies have " the

soc ie t i es ;  wh i l e  t hey

to be l ike the

th i s  con tex t  i s  t ha t ,  i n the invasion and



dominat ion  o f  dependent  soc ie t ies ,  " the  e l i te  ieaders  o f  the  dominated

q n c ì o f r z  t n  a  l a r d é  e y 1 - e n t  a c t  a s  m e r e  b r o k e r s  f o r  t h e  l e a d e r s  o f  t h eJ v v f e  u /

met ropo l i t an  soc ie t y .  " * '

I  shal - l  conclude th is  sect ion by cal l ing at t -ent ion to the fact  that  r t

is  f rom the above phi losophical  and methodological  bases t -hat  Fre i r :e

develops his technique of aduft }iteracy progrannes ' and from these

bases that  he examines the val id i ty  of  the recent  Brazi l ian exper ier tces

as  a  soc ie t y  i n  t r ans i t i on .
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I I T .  T H E  M I S S I N G  R E A L I T Y : ANTI -CAPITALTST DIALOGUE

T h c '  m e s s a c e  i q  r a t h e f  C l _ e a f  .  F 1 . e i r e  h c o i n q  t h e  p e r f a o n r r t t  v r ì 1 . h  i - hy u  r o  r c t L l l e l -  U _ L C d I  .  - f  I  _ . ^  , , , e

statement  of  the ax io logy of  Lruman onto logy.  B) '  so doing he does not

so much fonnula le a quest ion as begin wi th a problem, the only real

human problem: the manner in  which being huma.n,  as a vafue,  and

human iza t i on ,  as  a  p rocess ,  have  been  thwarLed  h i s to r i ca l l y  by  t he

hj -s tor ica l  actual izat j -on of  dehumanizat ion,  which in  t ru ly  "normal"

c i r cums ta -nces  shou ld  on l y  be  an  on to log i ca l  poss ib i l i t y -

The very c lar i ty  c f  the message forces a cr i t ic  to  ask what  real ly

const l tu tes the problem. The quest ion becomes whether  the basic

probJ-em is  that  man ar t .empts to regain h is  lost  humani t .y ,  or  whether

man,  being incomplete f rom the beginning and conscious of  th is
. i  n n n m n l  p f  . i  n n  h : ^  - 1 , , - , , ^  - ^ , . - L +  c n m n l  o f  i  n n  f  h r n r r . r h  i  n c - o : c i  n . ,r l r v v r ( t r r s u r u r l t  r l q J  q r w q y ù  > u u g r r L  u v r [ p r s ( - ! u l i  L l r ! u u v r r  t r r u ! s q s ! l r y

l - , . ' - - ^ l  - - r i  ^ -r r u t t q r l f  - a L J U t I  -

Let  us suppose man lost .  the scate cf  being fu l ly  humanized.  The

probJ-em tìten becomes how man lcst it and througlr this loss how man came

to acquire the ax io logy of  humanizat ion as an onto logical  vocat ion.

And let  us suppose man seeks increasing humanizat ion in  fur therance of

a sempì- ternal  vocacion of  humanizat ion.  Then,  concern for  humanizat ion

comes to focus on praxis  as coinc identaf  wi+-h the fu l f  set  of  dehuman-

i za t i on -nega t i ng  p rocesses  o f  t he  ex i s t i ng  rea l i t i es  o f  ou r  t imes  i n

h i s l - o r v .

Fre i re is  equivocal  on a chcice between the two posi t ions,  and yer  a

choice is  ext remeJ-y important .  The importance is  der j -ved f rom t .he fact

that  i f  man is  only  seeking t .o  ret r ieve or  regain the lost  paradise of

a fuJ- ly  humanÍzed state,  then the whole of  human socia l  h is torv becomes
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^ r l r . n n c F r n - : n r ì  J - h c  n l r ì p c f i r z p  i s  t o  r e i n S t i t u t e  t h e  c o n c r e t e  r e a l i f v

of  th is  lost  s tate.  However,  i f  man is  only  seeking to increase the

threatened l -evel -  of  humani- ty ,  then the concreteness of  manrs ex is t inq

histor i .c i ty  and i ts  t ransformat ion become our  main concern.

Our problem then becomes both h is tor ica lJ-y concrete and h is tor ica l ly

nraci  qp r t  hpcomes the overdeterminat ion of  our  h is tor ic  in f rast ructure

by ideological  and pol i t ica l  instances,  the conr-radic t j -ons which th is

overdeterminat ion engenders I  and the paradoxes which rnt imate such

con t rad i c t i ons .

Wha t  i s  even  more  impor tan t  i s  t ha t ,  i f  we  do  no t  make  a  cho i ce .  F re i re ' s

contribution to the philosophy of humanism runs the unfortunate risk of

seeming to be no more than an erudite summary of the pedagogical

methodologies of  cer ta in humanist  th inkers,  wi th a passionate Brazi l ian

f lavour  added.  Furcher ,  not  unt i l -  we make a choice can Fre i re 's

contr ibut ion be considered as anyth ing more than an e legant  t rans-

h is tor ic  shel l  in  that  i ts  message is  appl icable to the h is tor j -ca l -

resolut ion of  the oppressor-oppressed contradic t ion through a l l  ages,

t h r n r r a h  e l l  t h a  r : o n r : r e t e l v  d i f f e r c n t .  h i c t n r i r -  n e f i O d S  W i t h i n  t h eu r . !  v s Y r r

genera l l y  h i s to r i ca l .

I  shal l -  therefore make a choice.  I  shal - I  argue that  man in h is tory has

never known the paradise of a fully humanized state. The ontological

vocat ion of  man in h i -s torv has been to reach and mainta in such a stat -e.

Agreeing wi th I ' re i re 's  posi t ion that  dehumanizat ion is  the resul t  o f

an unjust  order  that  engenders the v io lence in the oppressor  which,  in

turn, dehumanizes the oppressed, I can cast my problématique in this

form,46 The dehumanizat ion of  man may be h is tor ica l ly  ever-present

but ,  s ince d i f ferent  unjust  socia l  orders are bound by thei r  concrete

and precise h is tor ic  referents,  what  is  pecul iar ly  speci f ic  about  our

h is tor ic  epoch that  d is t inguishes i t  f rom other  epochs and expla i  ns or

accounts for the unjustness of our contemporary order?

l r le  cannot  avoid th is  cruc ia l  quest ion because,  as Fre i re ins is ts ,  both
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the star t ing point  and the contents of  prax is  as d ia l -ogical  act ion musr

be t .he "present ,  ex is tent ia l  concrete s i tuat ion."  Thj -s  s i tuat ion cannot

be d ivorced f rom i ts  in t imate h is tor ic  referents which form the complex

that  susta i -ns the ex is t ing unjust  order .  This  is  the complex that

Fre i - re h imsel- f  descr ibes as "character ized by a complex of  ideas,

nnnnon|c h^n6c doubts and chal lenqes in d ia lect ica l  in teract ion wi th,  s v w  e o  q r r u  v r r q r  -  v  r 9 q t  a l l  L g I  d u  L t ( J

the i r  opposi tes,  s t r iv ing towards p l -eni tude."  But  how do we approach

l . h i  q  n a m n l  p v ?

vùhat .  r  mean is  s impry th is :  what  is  the contemporary ident i ty  of  man's

h i s to r i c i t y?

l fe rnust  not  forget  that  Fre i re has said that  " the concrete represen-

tat ion of  the complex [ in  re lat ion to man's fu l ] -  humanizat ionl

const i tu te the themes of  [an1 epoch."  These t .hemes,  however,  do not

ex i s t  i n  i so la t i on .  G i ven  a  pa r t i cu l -a r  "wo r l d r "  t he re  i s  a lways  a

theme among themes. lfhat is the theme aÍtong themes in our world, aware

as vÍe are that  once we name th is  theme, which expresses our  v iew of  the

wor ld in  i ts  concreteness,  " the wor l -d in  i ts  turn reappears to [us]  as

a problem and requi res of  [us]  a nev/  naming?" I t  shoul-d be emphasized

that  s j -nce the humaniz ing ax io logy of  man's onto logical  vocat ion is

unquestioned, the name we cal-l- the world shoul-d suggest much more than

lust  a r reutraf  descr ipt ion of  the wor l -d:  i t  shourd unambiguousry

represent  a s j -mul taneous re ject ion of  the mai-n dehumaniz ing tendencies

and the acceptance of  the humaniz ing potent ia l  and i ts  growth in  the

wor ld .

The Components of the Historic Categorq4T

Human  soc ia f  h i s to ry  can  be  d i v i ded  i n to  spec i f i c  and  p rec i se  h i s to r i c

per iods.  The concept  h is tor ic  d i f fers f rom the term hrstoî icaL;  whi l -e

the la t t -er  is  nebulous and evasive of  the precise contents of  the

categor ies and concepts const i tu t ing and descr ib-Lng sect ions of  h is tory,

the former st resses the precise and speci f ic  contents of  the categor l -es

and the concepts that  const i tu te def in i te  and prominent  per iods in
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human his tory,  and d is t i r r ju j -sh them one f rom the other  b) ,  real

d i f  f  erences in  the hr . rman-condi t ion j -ng f  ac iors of  the d i f  f  erent  per iods.

H i s X o r í c a Z -  a s  i r  i q  o f f e n  t r q e d -  t e n d s  t o  S t r e S S  t h e  h e r o i c  w i l l s  a n dL v g L  '  u v . r  s v e s ,

the poet ics i r r  h is tory.  The term hrstorr .c  is  in tended for  v iewing

h i s fo r t ' i n  f unc lamen t : l  end  n rc r : i se  t e rms  de r i ved  f rom and  re la ted  to  t her . r  J  u v !  J

d is t i ngu i sh ing  fea tu res  o f  d i s t i nc i - j - ve l y  d i f f e ren t  pe r i ods  i n  h j - sLo ry .

f  sugges t  t ha t  i t  wou ld  be  ex t reme ly  use fu f  t o  v i ew  the  h i s to r i c

i den t i t i es  o f  d i f f e ren t  pe r i ods  i n  h i s to ry  by  t he  d i f f e rences  i n  t he i r

bas i c  h i s to r i c  componen ts ,  wh - i ch  I  sugges t  a re  t he  fo l l ow ing :  h i s to r i c

thcmcs ,  h i s l o r i c  mo t i ves ,  h i s to r i c  f o r ces ,  h i s to r i c  concomi tan ts ,  and

histor ic  log ical  at tendants.  I , r /hen I  refer  to  the h is tor ic  dominance of

a  n e r i o d  i n  t h e  h i q t o r w  n f  a  s n r - i c f w -  T  a m  n n l v  t r v i n o  t o  c o n s t i t u t eq  y u r  r  a  s r ( r  v r r r f

t he  comp lex  t haL  sums  up  rea l i t y ,  and  wh ich  i s  composed  by  a  p rec i se

h i s l - n r i r -  t h r . m e -  h i s t n r i  c  m n t i r r c -  h i q t n r ì r -  F o r r - e .  n r e c i s e  h i s t o r ì c
,  

L I L J

c n n e n m i J -  e n t q  .  a n d  h i  s f  o r ì  r :  I  o . r i . ì a I  a t t . e t - t d a n t s  -  a l f  o f  w h i c h  a r e
,  

s l ^ \ f ,

n o n r r l i : r  ' i  F  n n f  " - ì ^ " ó  f n  -  l - r i q t o r i c  n c r i o j  o f  f h a f  q o c i e f w -
y 9 9 u r l G I  t  f  !  l r v L  U r r a Y U s ,  L V  A  I l I o u v ! f U  I r E ! f v u  v l  L r r q u  r v v f  e u J .

One could weLl  ask what  a l l  these terms mean,  and therefore I  shaÌ l

attempt to define them. Historic theme stands for the therire of themes

r f r r r i n o :  h i q f n r i  o  n e r i n d -  a n d  i 1 -  i s  b e s t  u n d e r s t o o d  a s  a  s o c i a l  o r d e r r ss q !  r r r Y  ,  s r r s  +  v

ra ison d 'èt re.  This theme would tend to remain constant  over  the

durat ion of  a h is tor ic  per iod.  ! ' Ihat  tend to change are the means for

- + + - ì - ì - ^  - - , r  - - . i  n t a ì n . i  n o  t h e  f h o n a  d r r r i n o  t h e  h . i  q t n r . i  c  n c r ì a d  T h eq u L q ! l l ! r r 9 q t r u l | l o f 1 r L q r I 1 r l r Y L I r v L I I E I t t 9 u u ! r I l Y

histor ic  mot ive : -s  what  mot ivates and tanta l izes indiv iduals to make a

fet ish of  the Lheme of  themes.  The h is tor ic  fcsrce is  the key e lement

in the complex of  vary ing means which keep the theme the same. I t  is

t -he source of  dynamism which must  constant ly  "update"  i tse l f ,  i f  the

h i s to r i c  pe r i od  i s  t< - r  r ema in  h i s to r i c  o f  a  pa r t l cu la r  k i nd .  H i s to r i c

concomitant  refers to those aspects of  socia l  real i ty  that  are f r is tor ica l

-  in  the sense of  beinq t ra.nshistor ic  -  but  which assume radícal Iy  new

relevance,  or  acquire new meanings,  because of  new c i rcumstances brought

about  by the "updat ings"  in  the h is tor ic  force.  Histor ic  TogicaJ

at tendants refers to the aspects of  socia l -  real ì - ty  that  are h is tor ic

by  be ing  pecu l i a r  t o  a  h i s to r i c  pe r i od ,  because  they  a re  emergen t  o f

the changes in the h is tor ic  force.  ! { i th j -n the complex of  means in

pursui t  o f  the h is tor ic  mot ive,  the concomitants and the logical
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at tendants pJ-ay support ing ro les to the h is tor ic  force of  a h is tor ic

per iod.  Therefore,  when I  refer  to  the h is tor lc  dominance of  a

h i s to r i c  pe r i od ,  r  r e fe r  essen t i a l - I y  t o  t he  comp lex  emu fs ion  o f  a

his tor ic  fo tce suspending and unfoJding in  the in t imate sofut ion of

p rec i se  h i s to r i c  concomi tan ts  and  h i s to r i c  Tog i ca f  a t t endan ts ,  aJJ

operat ing in  mutuaLTg support ing roTes in mainta in ing the h is tor jc

theme in pursui t  o f  a prec ise h is tor ic  mot ive.  The dehumanizat ion and

humaniz ing opposi tes are arways present  in  th is  h is tor ic  emufs ion.

Because means which are themat ic  can vary -  indeed because they need to

vary to keep the therne constant  -  the decept ion is  mistak j -ng changing

means for a changing theme. Idhat we shoul-d guard against. is the false

concl-usion that social orders have changed because the flamboyance of

changing means has obscured the b land constancy of  the theme. Iqeans

have the uncanny abi l i ty  to  masquerade as a theme or  themes;  and

histor ic  themes have the misfor tune of  being easi ly  ignored,  once the

appropraate means have been set  j -n  mot ion to assure the stabi l i tv  of

the theme.

This method der ives f rom the wor ld-system perspect ive.  This perspect ive

addresses i tse l f  to  the card inal  contradic t ion in  socia l  real i ty .  The

contradic t ion,  as can be seen f rom the contrast  between the " f lambovance

of  means" and the "b landness of  the constancy themer"  is  the concra-

d ic t ion that  in  sociar  orders th ings can very easi ly  appear to have

changed  wh i l - e ,  f r om the  h rs tonc  po in t  o f  v i ew ,  t hey  rema in  essen t i a l l y

the same because the h is tor ic  theme remains the same.

Concret iz ing the Capi ta l is t  Histor ic  Dominance

Every socia l  order  has been par t  of  a par t icu l -ar  h is tor ic  dominance.

rn the past ,  d i f ferent  h is tor ic  dominances (even i f  s imirar  in  some

respects)  have exis ted in  d i f ferent  par ts  of  the wor l -d.  For  the past

500 years or  so,  however,  for  the f i rs t  t ime in the h j_story of  mankind,

the whole world has steadily been coming under the dominance of one

histor j -c  form: the capi ta l - is t  h is tor ic  form. In the wor1d capi ta l is t
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histor ic  form, the h is tor ic  theme is  the accumulat ion of  cap:- ta l ;  the

histor ic  mot ive is  the at ta inment  of  the Bourgeois ! {ay of  L i fe ;48 the

h i s to r i c  f o r ce  i s  t he  r í s i ng  l eve l  o f  e f f i c i ency  o f  e> rp lo i t a t i on  o f  boLh

human and non-hurnan resources; the historic concomitants and the

h i s to r i c  l og i ca l  a t t endan ts  a re  t hose  aspec ts  o f  t he  cap i t a l i s t  soc ia l -

real i ty  which must  be present  and which must  change as a resuf t  o f  the

r i  c i n n  I o r z a ì  n €  a f f  ì n i a n c r r  t n  f r n i  I  i t r l - p  - a r , i t ^ l  a c c r r m r r l a f  i n r r  h r r
l f v r u ] I v l . 9 q U 9 v u ì / +

leg i t imat ing and mainta in ing the h is tor ic  theme of  the capi ta l is t  order

i n  t he  pu rsu i t  o f  i t s  mo t i ve . r+9  r  s imp ly  s ta te  t he  obv ious  when  r  say

that  the character is t ics of  the capi ta l is t  wor ld-system -  i ts  paradoxes

and i ts  contradic t ions -  have developed wi th in the development  of  the

histor ic  dominance of  the wor ld capi ta l is t  format ion.  I f  the theme rn

th is  h is tor ic  ident i ty  is  the accumulat ion of  capi ta l  in  the pursui t

of  the mot ive of  the Bourgeois Way of  L i fe ,  then what  d is t inguíshes i t

f rom other  possib le humanized future economic forms is  not  the d i f ference

between pr ivate and publ ic  ownership of  product ion (both o\ ,mership

forms hold as thei r  goal  the accumufat ion of  capi ta l  through increasing

ef  f  i  r - i  enr-w of  nroduct  i  on )  brr t  the cause of  mant  s  dehumanizat . ion.  Ins v  e + v r ^ /

t h e  r : a n i t a l i s t  r n n d o  n f  n r n r ì r r r - l - i n n  1 - h e  e m n h a s i s  i S  O n  t h e  e f f i C i e n t -u r r e  v q I / f

n r n j r r a 1 .  . i  n n  n f  i - h  i  n n c  r n À  n n j -  n n  l - h o  n r n f l t r c l -  i  n n  ^ F  f  1 - r ' i  n a c  a € € ì  n  j  O n J .  j  r z
I r ! V U U U L I U I r  U I  L r l l r r y o  t  

q ] ] u  ' - * - * * - - -  U !  L r l I I l Y J ,  s I I I U r e r r u f  J

or otherwise,  to  enhance and d igni fy  human exis tence in both the

indj -v idual  and the societa l  senses.  Because of  th i .s  theme, and the way

i ts  log ical  means and concomitants have developed,  in  the course of

near ly  500 years,  the previously  "unre lated re lat ions"  of  d i f ferent

par ts  of  the wor ld have dramat icat ly  g iven way to a s ingle wor ld-h is tory.

For  th is  reason,  we have a wor ld of  pol i t ica l  societ ies wi th in one

dominant  capi ta l is t  wor ld-economy.

I have set down the above to stress that the world has become one: a

unit whol-e with an ethos and a pathos, enJcracing aII other units and

a f fec t i ng  a f l  e l se  i n  t h i s  who le .  Th i s  who le . i s  t he  cap i t a l i s t  wo r l - d -

system, and i t  is  so a1l -pervading that  i t  is  impossib le to envis ion the

transformat ion of  any par t  wi thout  consider ing the t ransformat ion of

the whol-e.

I f  I  have fo l lowed others in  the wor ld-system school  of  thought  by
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namÍng our  worrd today as capi ta l is t ,  i t  is  noL to suggest  that  a l - l

par ts  of  the wor l -d are capi ta l is t .  in  the same sense and to the degree.

h l i th in the capi ta l is t  wor ld-economy,50 r"  have capi ta l is t  format ions of

Lhé  cen t ra l ,  t he  pe r i phe ra l ,  and  the  s ta te  t ypes .  Wh i l e  t hese  cap i t a l i s t

format ions may d j - f fer  in  many ways,  we cal l  the wor ld-economy, the

worJ-d-system, and the wor l -d-h is tory which i t  subserves capi ta l is t -  for

two mar-n reasons.  F i - rs t ly ,  those uni ts  in  the wor ld-syst-em which are
l l € . , 1 l . . l t  ^ ^ ^ : + - - I  l' ' rur l .y  capr ta l l -s t  want  to remain so;  those uni ts  which are not  " fu i ly"

capi ta l is t  want  to become so;  even t .hose uni ts  that  c la im not  to  be

capi ta l is t  behave both in ternaÌ ly  and external ly  as though they e i ther

are or  want  to be capi ta l is t .5 l  secondly,  and more important ly ,  we cal l

the wor ld real i ty  capi ta l is t  because the h is tor ic  theme of  the wor ld-

system is  the accrrmulat ion of  capi ta l  on the wor ld scale as the

indiv idual  h is tor ic  mot lve of  the Bourgeois l , {ay of  L i fe .  rn the course

of  pursuing th is  way of  I i fe  through methodical  accumulat ion of  capi ta l ,

the worfd-system -  i ts  economy and h is tory and cur ture -  d isp lays the

h i s to r i c  t endenc ies  o f  i nc reas ing  e f f i c i ency  o f  exp lo i t a t i on  o f  bo th

human and non-human resources, and an increasing tendency towarc

p ro le ta r i an i za t i on .

r f  the word chosen to name the wor ld is  capi ta l is t ,  i t  is  not  meant  to

denote ideological  opprobr íum. I t  is  meant  to suggest  that ,  in  the

sense descr ibed above,  in  i ts  ethos as wel l -  as i ts  pathos,  the whore

wor ld  as  a  cu l t u re  and  a  p rocess ,  i n  i t s  s t ruc tu ra l  and  re la t i ona l  t e rms ,

i s  cap i t a l - i s t .  I t  i s  mean t  t o  sugges t  t ha t  t he  wo r ld - sys tem 's  h i s to r i c

dominance is  capi ta l is t .

A Wor l -d-Sgstem Cr i t ique of  Fre i re 's  phiTosophg

Frei re caut ioned that  the fu l - l  meaning of  h is  message coul< l  not  be

grasped i f  a  cr i t ic  or  a reader d id not  s tep away f rom i t  to  a1low the

wor ld,  the rea-z.  v /or l -d,  to  mediate between h im and the message.  I  have

tr ied to do th is  and,  by doing th is ,  I  am inc l_ ined to th ink that  the

usefulness of the mediation depends very much on the extent to which the

wor ld  i s  p resen ted  as  i t  r eaJJg  i s .
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L ,

I t  is  l rue that  in  rnany parr-s  of  h is  three books under considerat ion,

F re i re  comes  ve ry  c Ìose  to  po r t ray ing  the  wo r ld ' s  h i s to r i c  i den t - i t y  as

both wor ld-wide and cap- i ta l is t  in  nature.52 But  at  no point  in  these

three books does Fre i re come out  and name the wor ld for  us,  thus

n r n r l i  d i n r r  r r q  \ t i t h  1 - h a  n n . l r r  c n n c r e t e  a n d  h e n c e  c r u c i a l  c o n t e x t  w i t h i n
I / r v v 1 9 I ] r Y

w h i  c h  h  i q  f  l - r e n r w  r r f  n r : x i  q  a s  r l i , - r  ^ - i  ^ ^ r  - ^ ! ;  ^ -  w o u l - d  h a v e  i  t s  f  u l 1w l l f  9 r r  r r r J  L r r L U !  y  v r  P r  
q ^ ! J  q J  u r O r U V  I  U d f ,  a u  u r u l l  I

meanrng.

For  example,  whi le  j - t  is  t rue that  epochal  uni ts  of  h is t -ory in terre late

in  t he  sense  o f  t he  con t i nu i t y  o f  t he  f l ow  o f  cu l t u re ,  i f  one ' s

o l - r i ea f i r r p  i q  n ra r r i s -  . l . hcn . )ne rs  f ocus  shou ld  be  on  the  mos t  re levan t  and
r l  

q , : l  r ,  ,

the most  immediate epochal  uni t  that  one is  t ry ing to t - ransform. Should

th i s  be  done ,  one  wou ld  Lhen  be  dea l i ng  w i th  t he  h i s to r j c i t y  o f  an  epoch

i n  h i s t o r y . 5 3

R e a e r d i n r r  F r e i r e r s  r > r l s ì t i o n  t h a t  o e n c r a t . i v e  t h e m e s  c a n  b e  l . o c a L e d  i nr \ e Y q r  q r r r Y  !

concentr ic  c i rc les,  moving f rom the general  to  the par t j -cu lar ,  what  is

ì n t a r c q f i n o  i s  n r l t  i u s t  t h p  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a  l i n k  b e t w e e n  t h e  g e n e r a l  a n dl r v  L  
J

the par t icu lar ,  but  the extent  to  which the domina+- ing general  through

the l ink af fects and t ransforms a l l  the subordinated par t icu lars.  Thus,

i f  the fundamental  theme of  our  epoch is  dominat ion,  then,  speci f ica l ly

and  p rec i se l y ,  ou r  t heme  i s  cap i t a l i s t  dom ina t i on .54

Once we come t -o real ize th is ,  we wi l l  be in  the posi t ion to v iew

capi ta l is t  d .ominat ion for  what  i t  is .  I t  is  the st ructura l - re lat ional -

real i ty  which ensures that  the inc idence of  accumuÌated capi ta l  between

uni ts  in  the wor ld-system wi l l  be unequal  and that  the resul t ing

inc idence of  the at ta inabi ì - i ty  of  the Bourgeois Way of  L i fe  wi l l  a lso

be unequal .

F re i re  i s  co r rec t  when  he  says ,  w i t h  respec t  t o  t he  1 ink ,  t ha t  "one  o f

the methods of manipufation is to inoculate individuals with the

bourgeois appet i te  for  personal  success."55 Br- t t  is  i t  not  a lso t rue

that the bourgeois appetite and culture can be attained by only a few

with in the capi ta l is t  r^ror l -d-system? Further ,  is  i t  not  t rue that  by

hotd ing the Bourgeois ! , fay of  L i fe  as universal ly  at ta inable the éI i tes
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of  the var j -ous uni ts  in  the wor ld-system are able to cul - t . ivate " the

cu l - t u re  o f  s i l ence , "  wh i ch  d ia iogue  i s  supposed  to  nega te?

The  a r res ted  d ia lec t i ca l  coun te rpa r t  t o  va f i d  t r ans i t i on  po ten t i a l 56  a t

t h i s  phase  o f  t he  deve lopmen t  o f  t he  cap i t a f i s t  wo r l d - sys tem i s ,  as

F r o i r a  q : r r c  f h 6  6 l  i l - o c  n €  ^ a n è h d e n t  S O C i e t i e S  S e r v i n ( - '  
" A s  m e r e  b f O k e l . su J  t l t s l  s  .

f o r  t he  -Leade rs  o f  t he  me t ropo l i t an  soc i c t y .  "57  Th i=  j - s  t r ue ,  bu t  wha t

as even more t rue is  that  the éI i tes of  subordinate cul tures wi th in the

n r n i l . a l i c t -  r ^ r n r l ^ - q r z q j - o m  q r r f f e r  f r n m  t h e  n r n L r ì e m  O f  C l r : a l i . l - . V  e v e n  m O f eu u q f r u f ,  s v u r r  I

than thei r  masses.  I t  is  the é1i tes who t ransmit  and help to susta in t .he

h i s to r i c  p rope r t i es  o f  cap i t a f i sm f rom the  cen t re  t o  t he  pe r i phe ry  o f

wo r l - d  cap i t a l i sm ;  by  so  do ing  they  t ransm i t  and  susLa in  i t s  dehuman iz inq

cul ture in  the dominated areas of  the wor ld.

These  é I i t . es  be l - i eve  tha t  f o r  t he i r  "ob jec t  soc ie t i es "  t o  be ,  t he i r

societ i -es must  be l ike +-he "d i recLor societ ies"  in  the complete sense

o f  im i ta t i ng  a l l  i n  t he  l a t t e r  soc ie t i es ,  i nc lud ing  the  opp resso r -

oppressed contradic t ion whj-ch ensures that  the d is t r ibut j -ve - i -nc idence of

t he  Bou rgeo i s  l r ' l ay  o f  L i f e  w i l Ì  be  unequa l  i n  t he  "ob jec t  soc ie t i es ' ,
.  ( A

a lso " ' "  I n  t h r s  rega rd ,  t o  wha t  ex ten t  does  F re i re ' s  ph i l osophy  escape

the  p rob lem o f  dua l i t y?

î  sha l l  d i scuss  th i s  ques t i on  i n  t he  con tex t  o f  F - re i re ' s  concep t i ons  o f
" t ransi t ion"  and "democrat ic  inexper ience-"  From the pedagogg,  one

gets the impression that  by not  naming t .he wor ld Fre i re does not  escape

the  p rob lem o f  dua l i t y .  I n  f ac t ,  i t  comes  ou t  c l ea r l y  i n  t he  o the r  two

books  tha t  t h i s  i s  Lhe  case .  F rom these  l _a t t e r  sou rces ,  F re i re ' s

concept ions of  t ransi t ion and democrat ic izat ion are extremeJ-y l imi ted.

They are not .  m.eant  to t ranscend the capi ta l is t  mode of  dehurnanizat ion.

P : t h o r  t - l - r a r r  : r o  i n t e n d e d  t o  f o ] _ 1 o r ^ r  f  h o  n ^ J -  i -  è r n  n f  d e r r c l  n n m p n t  i  n  t h eL r r u  y q u L U r r r  v !  q E v s J v } J l l r s t r L  r

"d i - recLo r  soc ie t i es .  "

There j -s  much evidence to support  +-h is  v iew in par ts  of  h is  works where

he  d i scusses  the  B raz i l i an  expe r i ence  i n  t he  ea r l y  s i x t i es .  H i s

an r t r o r r i  no  r e fp ren r -èq  f  n  .T : r i  n  Ò r r6 f l 165  and  Ge tu l - i o  Va roas  59  . , r "  =a r t "v a r v q J  q l s  J

ind icat ions that  Fre i re 's  concept ion of  t ransi t ion cannot  accord wi th
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the concept ion of  t ransi t ion as a t ransformat ion s i tuat ion " \n/here

contradic t ions have reached.  a point  of  matur i ty  and thei r  resolut ion

n p c c q s a r i l v  . i  m n l ì ^ ^  -  ^ , , - r i t r r ì r r p l v  d i f f e r e n t  s i t u a t i . O n  I a n dr r c u 9 , ) r q r  r ! ) ,  f  r r l v r  t c >  o  Y u q r  r  L q  L l  v e  r J

where a l  t ransi t ion is  a br ie f  per iod of  in tensi f ied act iv i ty  when new

socia l  forms t r iumph over  the o ld in  a context  of  sharp st ruggle."60

E r r , 6 n  ^ ^ h ^ o A . i  n a  F t - - +  , . , L - +  r . r î ó  ^ n ì  n n  o n  ì  n  R r a z ì  I  ì  n  l -  h p  c : r l w  s i  x t i e S! v E l l  u u l l u s u a i r Y  u l l d u  w l l a L  w 4 J  v u r r l Y  v r r  r r r

could have had far- reaching t ransformat ional  consequences for  eventual

t ransi t ior - l  ,  i t  is  s t i l l  d i f f icu l - t ,  g iven what  we know now about  the

capi ta l is t  wor ld-system, to confer  the name t ransi t ion on i t .  I f

F re i re ' s  hopes  and  expec ta t i ons  f o r  B raz í I  had  been  fu l - f i l f ed '  t he  bes t

that could have been expected would have been the movement rcf Brazil

f rom the backwaters to the foreranks of  the group of  per ipheral

cap i t a l i s t  soc ie t i es .

The intent ion here is  not  to  mock Fre i re 's  hopes for  Brazi f  in

par t icu lar  and the Thi rd wor ld in  general .  Fa.r  f rom i t .  I t  is  to

suggest ,  however,  that  what  Fre i re cal l -ed " t ransi t ion"  in  Brazi l ian

context  would not  necessar i ly  have reduced t -he dehumanizat ion content

of  Brazi l ian real i ty .  Taking h is  phi tosophy on i ts  o\^ In terms,  i t  is

to imply that what was going on in Brazil at the time could have brought

about  cer ta in changes,  but  that  in  the c i rcumstances of  l -980 -  g iven

what we know of the world reality - it is only fair from a praxis

point  of  v iew to say that  whatever  coul -d have resul ted in  Brazi l  f rom

the exper iences of  the ear ly  s ix t ies could not  have drast ica l ly  reduced

dehumanization: perhaps it could have even increased it in a

capi ta l is t  wor ld.  In  shor t ,  ! , /hat  Fre i re cal l -s  t ransi t ion is  no more

than a reformat ion,  hr i th  ì ts  t ransformat ion object ive l imi ted to

Europeaniz ing the Brazi l ian pol i t ica l -  exper ience-bl

The main problem is  that  Fre i re d id not  name the wor l -d.  Therefore,

while he may have denounced dehumanization, he did not simultaneously

announce in what form humanization \^tas to occur. Until Freire brings

in the wor ld-system's h is tor ic  capi ta l is t  speci f ic i ty ,  h is  phi losophy

is not much different from those of other nationalists of the Third

World \^rho reason j-n the "modernization" mode of thought.
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The main pornt  is  that  the star t ing point  of  conscient izat ion and the

con ten t  o f  d i a l oguc  a re  mean ing less  ou ts ide  a  ph r l osophy  tha t  re lec t s

the dchumaniz ing and _ i r r :a t . j -onal  aspccts of  wor l_d capi ta l ísm and

reconst Í tu tes what  is  humaniz ing and rat . ionaf  in to a new his tor ic  form.

In  t h r s  connec t i on ,  F re i re ' s  ph j - I osophy  canno t  exp la in  Lhe  reconc i l - i a t i on

of  the values of  t l ie  developing and the developed "wor lds"  in  the course

o f  human iz ing  wor ld -h i s to ry .  Wha t  l i nks  t hese  rwo  ' ,wo r l ds , '  j - s

capr ta l rsm, as i t -  devel -oped and as Lt  has become today.  The

humanizat ion-dehumanizat ion contradic t ion,  a.s  Fre i re agrees,  cannot  be

d j - scussed  ou t . s i de  cu l t u re ,  wh i ch  i s  man  i n  h -Ls to ry .  Wha t  i s  pa r t - i cu la r l y

worthy of  note is  that  Fre i re te l ls  us that  "cu l tura l  . rc t ion for
' consc ien t i za t i on '  i s  a lways  a  u t< - :p ian  en te rp r i se .  "  62  And  tha t  r s

n r o c i q e l r t  w h r ,  h p  q : r z q  r r i l -  n o o r l c  n l - r i  l n c n n l - r r r  r . r i + i - , n r r È  r . ' l - . i ^ h  i - , . t s ^

denounc ing  rea l i t y  and  announc r -ng  the  fu tu re ,  i t  wou ]d  f a l t  i n to  t he

mys t i f i ca t i on  o f  i deo log i ca - r  knowrec ìgc .  "6 ! ;  Bu t  how can  we  avo -Ld  such

mys t i f i ca t i on  i f  we  shy  away  f rom naming  t l i e  wo r l d  i n  o rde r  t o  rename i t ?

The  reconc i l i a t i on  o f  t he  va lues  o f  t he  two  "wo r l ds "  i s  a  use less  and

pe rhaps  even  a  dange rous  exe rc i se  i f  che  d ia Ìogue  does  no t  re jec t  t he

h l s to r r c  t heme  o f  cap i t a l  accumu la t i on  i n  pu rsu i t  o f  t he  h i s to r i c  mor rve

of  che Bourseois l fay of  L i fe  and reconst i tu te the h j -s tor ic  concomaranrs

and the logical  at - tendants j -nto a much more humanized h is torv.

Th -Ls  cap i t a l i s t  dom- rnance  i s  wha t  spec i f i es  t he  scope ,  t i r e  me thod ,  and

the content  of  an otherwise empty corrcept  of  dominat ion and makes i t

appl i -cable to us j -n our  h is tor ic  age.  Unt . i l  vúe name our  wor ld as

capi ta l is t ,  we cannot  re late the dehurnanizat ion-humanizat ion contradic-

t ion to our  t imes -  a deformed complex of  networks of  explo i ta t ion.

i {a l ler :s te in descr j -bes the mark of  our  t j -me as " the imaginat ion of  i ts

prof j - teers and the counte l : -asser t , iveness of  the oppressed.  Explo i tat ion

and the refusal  to  accept  explo i ta t ion as e i t -her  inevj . t .abfe or  just

const i tu te the cont inuing ant imony of  the modern era,  jo ined together

in a d ia lect i -c  which kras far  f rom reached i ts  c l i rnax in  the twent ieth
'  " r ' L '

- 6 n l r 1 r ( r  "  v  '

;

I
!
I
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NOTtrS

The  c r i t r que  i s  based  on  the  foJ - l ow ing  wr i t i ngs  by  Pau lo  F re i re :
Pedagogg of  the Oppressed (New York:  The Seabury Press,  1968)
( re fe r red  to  i n  t he  t ex t  and  no tes  as  Pedagogg ) ;  CuL tu raL  Ac t i on
for  Educat ion (New York:  Penguin ,  1972) ( referred to in  the notes
as Cu-Z. turaL Act ion) ;  and Educat ion for  Cî i t icaL Consciousness (New

York :  Seabu ry ,  L973 )  ( re fe r red  to  i n  t he  no tes  as  Educa t i on ) .

I t  would seem that  the Club of  Rome fe l l  in to th is  brap in  thei r
recen t  repo r t  on  " l ea rn i rg r "  J .W.  Bo tk in ,  M .  E lmand j ra ,  and  M.
Ma l i t za ,  The  Human  Gap  (New York :  Pe rgamon  P ress ,  L979 ) .  The
report  appears to want  to increase the human capaci ty  to learn so
that human beings can adapt to the tremendous changes occurring in
f h e  w n r I d  i - n d : r r  F f e i f e  a V O i d S  t h i s  t r a n -  H e  A c r r e è q  w i 1 - h  î i m o n c

de Beauvoir  that  " .  the in terests of  the oppressors l ie  in
^ h - h ^ i n ^  f i - r a  ^ ^ ^ S c i O U S n e S S  O f  l l o  n n n r a c c o ^  n n 1 -  l h l g  S i t U a t i O nu r r e  v l , y r v r r e q ,  r r v e

wh ich  opp resses  them"  (eedagogg ,  p .  60 )  .

?  r  r o F a r  r - ^  n h i l o s o n h i e s  o f  e d u C a t i O n  c u r r e n t  i n  O U r  W O r I d .  F o rL v  r r r f : v J

re fe rence  to  such  ph i l - osoph ies ,  see  E .  Fau re  e+ -  a1 . . ,  eds . ,  Lea rn ing
t o  B e  ( P a r i s :  u N E S C o ,  L 9 7 2 ) ,  p p .  7 5  a n d  1 3 9 .

K\^/ame Nkrumah, who regards change and revolution as the "l-ife-

b lood of  real i ty ,  "  is  c i ted by Kenneth Grundy as having said that
revolutions are brought about by "men who think as men of action
and  ac t  as  men  o f  t hough t , "  p .  56  o f  K .  G rundy ,  "The  Po l i t i ca l
Ideology of  Kwame Nkrumah,"  in  W. Skurrr ik ,  ed.  ,  Afr ican Pol- i t ica l -
Thonght :  Lumumba, Nkrumah and Toure (Graduate School  of  In ter-
na t i ona l  S tud ies :  Un i ve rs i t y  o f  Denve r ,  1968 ) .

T n i . p r n r p f : F i n n  . l i  f f e r s  f r o m  r e o o r t _ i n n  ^ r  r é - q t - a * e m e n t .  I t  i n C l U d e S

paradip lomat ic  mater iaf  and betrays the in terpreter ts  own reasons
for  understandi -ng what  is  being in terpreted in  the way he does.

This perspect ive has been advanced by wr i ters such as Samir  Amin,
Immanuel-  Wal lerste in,  Andre Funder Frank,  and Er ic  l l i l l iams" For
a br ief  systemat ic  presentat ion of  what  the perspect i -ve could be,
see Braudel-  Centre,  "Pat terns of  Development  of  the Modern Wor l -d-
S y s t e m , "  R e v i e w ,  L ,  n o .  2  ( f 9 7 7 ) :  1 1 1 - 1 4 5 .

H.  Addo,  " Informing Vis ions of  Desi rable Future Societ ies through
D ia logue  o f  C i v i l i za t i ons :  A  Pe r i phe ra l  V iewr "  i n  E .  Mas in i  e t
af . ,  eds.  ( for thcoming)  ,  Proceedings of  the WFSF meet ing on
"D ia logue  o f  C i v i l i za t i on , "  Mex i co  C i t y ,  25 -28  May  1979 .
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B.  The  reade r  i s  re fe r red  to  T . s .  E l i o t ' s  ?he  Ho fLow Men :  , 'BeEween
the idea/And the reaLiLy/Between the motion/And the actlFalls the
Shadow. "

9.  See Er ich FroÍun,  ed- ,  -socra_Z_rst  Humanjsm (New york:  penguj-n Fress,
) e 6 7 ) .

10 .  Ka r l -  Marx ,  "Le t te r  t o  F .  Bo l t e  i n  New yo rk r "  i n .ge_Zec ted  works  o f
Marx  and  EngeJs  ( I ondon :  Lawrence  and  w isha r t ,  l 97a ) ,  pp .  673 -674 .

11 .  The  d i f f e rence  be tween  "h i s to r i ca l "  and  "h i s to r i c "  w i l - 1  become
c lea r  i . n  Sec t i on  f I I .

) .2 .  Kar l  Marx,  "Feuerbach and the End of  c lass ical -  German rdeology, , '  in
SeLected Works of Marx and EngeJs (Lawrence and !{ishart, L97O) ,
p "  6 0 7 .

13.  Maur ice Dobb in i t ia ted the "Great  Debate ' ,  on the nature and the
character is t ics of  capi ta l ism. I  am referr ing to the Srveezy-Dobb,
Laclau-Frank,  I {a l lerste in-Frank,  and Bet te lhei rn-Emnanuel  debates
on whether  or  not  the wor ld can be said to be capi ta l is t .

1  A  l h ^ h ^  + L ^  *r.*. Arn()ng Ene many reasons ].s the space l-imitation imposed on this
c r i t i que .

15-  see Richard shaul l 's  "For \^ /ard"  to ped.agogq;  Denis Goulet rs
" Int roduct ion"  Lo Educat ion;  an anonymous and date less mimeoqraph
entr t led "The Pauro Fre i re 's  Method:  L i teracy Tra in ing and
conscient izat ion" ;  rvan r l l ich,  , 'The Fut- i l i ty  of  School_ ing in  Lat in
Amer ica,"  saturdag Review, 20 Apr i l  196g;  and l lenr ique c.  c le L ima
vaz ,  "The  chu rch  and  ' consc ien t i zacao , t "  Amer i ca ,  27  Ap r i L  196g .
A mi ld case of  phi l -osophical -  cognizance is  shown by Joao d.e Gelga
Cout inho in h is  "preface" to Cu_l tura l_ Act ion.

16.  see p.  12 of  pedagogl l  'where shaul l  says:  "Fed.  up as r  am wi th the
abstractness and ster i l i ty  of  so much inte l - l -ectual  work in  academic
c i rc l -es today,  I  am exci ted by a process of  ref l_ect ion which is
set-  in  a thoroughlg h is tor icaf  context .  .  -  . "  (Emphasis added.)

L7.  such an at tachment  is  ev ident  i -n  a l - l  the three works of  Fre i re
under examination. This is what must have prompted Denis Goulet
on p.  v i i  o f  Educat ion to salz :  "No contemporary wr i ter  more
pe rs rs ten t l y  exp lo res ,  t he  many  d imens ions  o f  c r i t i ca l  consc ious -
ness than Pau. lo Fre i re,  a mul t i -cu l - tura l -  educator  w. i th  the whole
wor l -d as h is  c lassroom noù/r i thstanding the totaJ.7q Brazi l ian
f l -avor  of  h is  emot ion,  h is  lanEuage,  and h is  unrverse of  thousht . , ,

l _8 .

1 9 .

2 0 .

(Emphases added.  )

P F r l a d n d t i  n n  )  I  - 2 8  .I  y y .

I b i - d . ,  p .  1 9 ,  n o t e  I  ( t r a n s l a t o r ' s  n o t e )  .

This  does not  mean thaL " the object ives of  revolut ionary act ion
should be r imi ted to the aspi rat i -ons expressed in the wor ld v iew
o f  t he  peop le . "  Pedagogg ,  p .  tB4 .

2 l - .  I b i d . ,  p .  2 I .

2 2 .  I b i d . ,  p .  L 2 4 .

2 3 .  I b i d . ,  p .  L 6 9 .
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2 4 .

2 6 .

2 1 .

? q

? n

3 l_ .

< f

3 3 .

A A

3 6 .

3 7 .

3 8 .

? q

4 0 .

4 r .

4 Z -

+ 3 .

4 4 .

4 5 .

46 .

4 7 .

4 È J .

I b i d . ,  p .  1 2 8 .

I b i d . ,  p .  7 4 .

I b i d . ,  p p .  L 2 2 - L 2 4 .

I b i d - ,  p p .  L 2 L - I 2 2 .

I b i d . ,  p .  7 5 .

I b id . ,  p .  16  (my  emPhas i s )  .

r b i d .

I b i d .  ,  p .  7 l  .

I b i d , . ,  p .  3 0 .

I b id .  ,  p .  33  (mY emPhas l s )  -

I b i d . ,  p .  3 1 .

I b i d . ,  p .  8 5  ( m Y  e m P h a s i s ) .

These terms inc lude h is tor ica l ,  h is tor ic i ty ,  concrete ex is tent ia l

s i t ua t i on ,  h i s i o r i ca l  momen t ,  h i s to r i ca l  con tex t ,  and  h i s to r i c '

r t ^ ) + - a * , ;  ^  O 1
r y a a g v y y  ,  y .

I b i d . ,  p P .  9 L - 9 2 .

I b i d .  ,  p .  9 3 .

I b i d . ,  p .  9 4 .

l b i d .  ,  p .  9 9 .

I b i d . ,  p .  9 3 .

t b i d . ,  p .  1 6 0 .

rb id .

I b i d . ,  p .  1 6 1 .

Recall }4arx on Feuerbach in note 12 above'

This sub-section and the next borrov/ someh/hat from my unpublisherl
"Tovrard a Vforld-System Methodology" (April L919J '

Johan Galtung describes the Bourgeois \day of Life as "the mode of

production, the nrode of consumption, and the goal around which

motivation and action do cluster in the wortd today. It is the

particular mode of production which encourages the escape from

manual labour, the search and the desire for material comfort,

fami l ism, pr ivat ism and nuclear ism, as a source of  Secur i ty-"  see

his "Global  Goals,  GIobaI  Processes on the Prosf)ects for  Human and

Social Development" (manuscript in preparation' L979) ' See Robert

Hei lbroner,  An Inqui rg in to the Human Prospect  (London:  calder  and

B o y a r s , L g T s ) , p p . 1 6 a n d 7 5 ; a n d a l s o m y r e v i e w e s s a y o f t h i s b o o k '
"A Context  for  Reviewing the Human Prospectr"  for thcoming in the

caribbean Yearbook of Intetnational- Refations, 1918.

49.  For  a fu l ler  descr ipt ion,  see my essay referred to in  note 47

above.
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50.  Samir  Am-in t reats these d i -s t inct ions exhaust . i -ve ly  in  h j -s  unequa1
Development :  An Essag on the socia l -  Format ions of  per ipheral
Cap i t aT i sm (Sussex :  î he  Ha rves te r  p ress  ,  1976 )  .

5r .  see Andre Gunder Frank,  "Long L ive Transideological_ Enterpr ise!
The Socia l is t  Economj-es in  the Capi ta l - is t  fn ternat ional  Div is lon
o f  L a b o u r , "  R e v i e w  1 ,  v o 1 .  I  ( 1 9 7 7 ) :  9 r - 1 4 0 ;  a n d  a l _ s o  t h e  r e f e r e n c e
Lo Hei fbroner in  note 48 above.

52 -  The  te rm "h i s to r i c i t y "  i s  ac tua l l y  men t i oned  on  p .  7 l -  o f  t he
Pedagogg in th is  context :  " .  .  probJ-em-posing theory and
p rac t i ce  t . ake  man ' s  h i s to r i c i t y  as  t he  s ta r t i ng  po in t " ;  i n  no te  4
o f  p .  77 ,  F re i re  re fe rs  t o  " t he  cap Í ta l i s t  wo r l d " ;  and  on  p .  I 44
he ment ions "nat ional  capi t .a l - ism."  More importantry ,  in  the last
paragraph of  p.  91 in  Lhe eedagogq,  Frc i re 's  words c lear ly  support
a h is tor ic  concept ion of  dominat ion and i ts  d.ehumanizat ion-
human iza t i on  t endenc ies .  see  a f so  cu -Z tu raL  Ac t i on r  pp .  57 -83 ,  an< l
F d t t r a f i n n  D .  5 .9 1 v | 1  

,  L

\ <  P a r l a d n d t t  n .  9 1 .L v v 4 Y v Y J t È '

\ A  T t - \ . i , t  n  r (+ ! 4 u .  ,  r / .  J g .

5 5 .  r b i d -  ,  p .  I 4 7  .

56 .  F re i re  re fe rs  Lo  " t he  va l i d i t y  o f  .  r evo l -uL ion  . "  on  p .  L2 r
o f  Pedagogq ;  and  he  says ' t .  .  o1d  themes  had  to  exhaus r -  t he i r
va r i d i t y  be fo re  t hey  cou ld  g i ve  way  to  t he  new"  (Ed .uca t i o r? ,  p .  9 ) .
r n  my  pape r  "Fo re ign  po l i cy  s t ra teg ies  f o r  Ach iev ing  the  N rEo :  A
Third ! '/orld Perspective" (Sage International yearbook of Foretgn
PoJ i cq  ^9 tud ies ,  Y I ,1980 )  and  i n  my  unpub l i shed  pape r  "The  N fEO,
the Imper ia l is t  Prob}émat ique,  arrd the Pol i t ics of  Transformat ion"
(1980 ) ,  I  r ega rd  a res ted  t rans i t i on  po ten t i a l  as  t he  d ia lec t j - ca l
oppos i t e  Lo  vaL id  t r ans i t i on  po ten t i a l ;  bo th  o f  wh i ch  cons t j cuce
the  d ia lec t i ca r  un í t y  i n  t he  po l i t i c s  c f  t r ans fo rma t i on .

q'7 rn  t he  re fe rences  to  my  essays  no te  56 ,  r  ca l f  t h i s  , , connec t i on "
l h e  i  m n c r i  a l  í  c f  n r n h l  À m a f i  n , , oq  u f Y  u s .

58.  For  a socio-psychologì-cal  d iscussiorr  of  these imi tat ions in  the
A f r i can  con tex t ,  see  Husse in  Abd r fah i  Bu fhan ,  "Reac t i ve  I den t i f i -
cat lon and the Format ion of  an Afr ican Inte l l igensia,  "  In ternat ionaf
s o c i a f  s c i e n c e  J o u r n a f , 2 9 ,  v o L .  L  ( 1 9 1 7 ) :  L 4 9 - r 6 4 ;  B e n n i e  K h o a p a ,
"The  A f r i can  pe rsona l i t y ,  "  uN  un i ve rs i t y ,  HSDRGPTD-25 /uNUp-136 ;  and
the novels by Ay1 Kwei  Armah,  especia l ly  h is  The Beaut i fu f  ones
Are Not  Born (London:  Heinemann,  1968) and.  Whq Are We So BLest?
(London :  He inemann ,  I 974 )  .

59 .  See  Pedagogg r  pp .  L41 - I48 ,  and  Cu f tu ra l_  Ac t i on ,  p .  60 .

60 .  I { a l t e r  Rodney ,  "T rans i - t i on ,  , ,  T rans i t i on ,  1  ,  vo1  .  J_  ( I 97g )  :  2 .

6 I .  E d u c a t i o n ,  p .  2 4 .

6 2 .  C u f t u r a L  A c t i o n ,  p .  7 1 .

6 3  .  r b i d .

64.  lmmanuel  Wal- lerste in,  The Modern Worfd-Sgstem (New york:  Acad,emic
P r e s s ,  1 9 7 6 ) ,  p .  2 3 9 .
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